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(The second form used in 1Ch 11:11, 1Ch 11:12, 1Ch 11:18; the third

form used in 2Sa 23:13); from H79609; a triple, that is, (as a musical
instrument) a triangle (or perhaps rather three stringed lute); also (as
an indefinitely great quantity) a three fold measure (perhaps a treble
ephah); also (as an officer) a general of the third rank (upward, that
is, the highest): - captain, instrument of musick, (great) lord, (great)

measure, prince, three [from the margin].
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H7991
v [ U [ DY

shalfysh / shalosh

BDB Definition:
1) third part
1a) name of a measure
2) a musical instrument
2a) maybe three-stringed, triangular shape, or three-barred
2b) perhaps a sistrum or triangle
3) shield carrier, adjutant, officer, captain
Part of Speech: noun masculine
A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H7969
Same Word by TWOT Number: 2403e, 2403f, 2403¢g
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saliys: A masculine noun carrying many different meanings associated

with the number three. First of all, it can be used to signify a measure,
perhaps originally a third or an ephah. From the contexts in which it
is used, it is clear the word stands for a large measure (Psa 80:5 [6];
Isa 40:12). It is also used once as a noun for a type of musical
instrument-perhaps a three-cornered one with strings, such as a lute.
This instrument was played with songs of celebration (1Sa 18:6).
Finally, this word can signify a particular type of high-ranking officer

or the third man in a chariot during battle (Exo 14:7; 2Sa 23:8;

2Ki 9:25).
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H3615 as soon as he had made an endj;'b:g H1961 And it came to pass, 3 (IHOT+)
H3058 that Jehuf\yry H559 said=pansy Hs930 the burnt offering,n?jyn H6213 of offeringrﬁmb
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Battle of Zama by Henri-Paul Motte, 1890
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37. thirty-two. This is, of course, an impossible number; Grimm, following
Michaelis, suggests in the original the reading oW wHw(‘two (or) three’)
which, through a copyist’s error, became DWW DWHY(‘thirty-two’);
Fairweather and Black offer the ingenious suggestion that ‘possibly the
original text may have read owYw(“picked warriors™), the term used in

Exod. 14:7, 15:4 of the picked men in Pharaoh’s chariots, which the



translator mistook for ow5w(“thirty”)’; some Greek MSS. read ‘thirty’, and

N v read ‘thirty men of strength.” The usual number of warriors on an

elephant was three or four.*

Ver. 37. Two and thirty soldiers. The number commonly fighting in this
way on the back of an elephant was, at the most, only four or five. Besides, a
structure capable of holding thirty warriors would have been quite too large
for an elephant’s back. Whether the obvious error is due to an exaggeration
or a mistranslation, two or three being taken for two and thirty, it is
Impossible to say; but, considering the generally trustworthy character of our
book, the latter theory is preferable.—His Indian (driver). The elephant
came from India, and often, though not always, had drivers from that

country.?

37. towers of wood] These were manned by archers, and were already in
use at the battle of Magnesia (B.c. 190).

cunning contrivances] Probably of the nature of saddle-girths, which are
still used in India to keep similar “towers” in position on the backs of
elephants.

two and thirty valiant men &c.] Some MSS. omit “valiant,” and instead

of 32 some give 30 as the number of men accommodated, but either

'Commentary on the Apocrypha of the Old Testament. 2004 (R. H. Charles, Ed.) (1:89).
Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.

’Lange, J. P., Schaff, P., & Bissell, E. C. (2008). A commentary on the Holy Scriptures : Apocrypha
(508). Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.



statement must be regarded as grossly exaggerated. A posse of five is
credible, and has been known in modern times; but a war-elephant usually
carried only three or four combatants. The Greek translator may have
misunderstood the Hebrew text which perhaps read two or three, or there

may have been an error of transcription ( Possibly the original text may have

read DWW, ‘picked warriors,” the term used in Ex. 14:7 )

his Indian] i.e. his Indian driver. As India was the home of the elephant,
Indians naturally made the best drivers. But the term came to be used
generally of those who followed this occupation, even though not Indian-
born. So, among ourselves, an “Indiaman” = a large vessel, whatever its

destination.
3

The detailed account of the overwhelming forces of the enemy in 6:34-41 is
intended to show that it was not Judah’s fault that he lost this battle.
Goldstein suggests that the author took the description of the elephants from
a military manual. In his view, the unfermented grape and mulberry juice
stimulated the animals because of its color and taste. Elephants were
commonly used in battle during the Hellenistic age, a practice apparently
adopted from the Persians. Although the RSV in v. 37 says that there were
“four armed men” on each elephant, that reading is based on emendation.
More probable is “two” as in Tedesche and Goldstein, based on a

reconstructed Hebrew original shene shalishim, “two riding warriors,” which

*Fairweather, W., & Black, J. S. (1897). The First Book of Maccabees with Introduction and Notes
(139). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.



was easily misread as shenayim u-sheloshim, “thirty two,” the reading in

most Greek manuscripts.”

The two warriors (Salisim) on each elephant I derive from the reading

“thirty-two” of A V q La" 62 46 56 58 106 340, by assuming that the

translator misread our authors slSym (“warriors”) as $°10stm (“thirty”). The

other witnesses to the text have “thirty,” a reading which on the same
assumption would leave the number on each elephant unspecified. Both

thirty and thirty-two are impossible totals for a force riding a single elephant.

The term salis (“third man”) for a riding “warrior” occurs several times in

the Hebrew Bible for a warrior on a chariot and has a precise cognate in
Ugaritic. The expression probably is derived from the fact that the warrior

on board a chariot made three with the driver and an armorbearer (Hebrew

Exod 14:7 and Mekilta Besallah 2, lines 203—7, vol. I, 202 Lauterbach).

Ancient sources vary as to the number of warriors in a war elephant’s
howdah; an ancient cameo shows a war elephant with two warriors in the
howdah and the mahout on the elephant’s neck. See Reinach, DAGR II,
540.°

*Mays, J. L., Harper & Row, P., & Society of Biblical Literature. (1996, c1988). Harper's Bible
commentary (1 Mac 6:18). San Francisco: Harper & Row.

>Goldstein, J. A. (2008). | Maccabees: A new translation with introduction and commentary.
Includes indexes. (321). New Haven; London: Yale University Press.
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Weight
Adult African elephants weigh between 4,000-7,500kg. Asian
males weigh between 3000-6,000kg.
Elephants are the largest living land mammals. The largest elephant
recorded was one shot in Angola, 1974. It weighed 27,060 pounds (13.5

tons) and stood 13 feet 8 inches tall.

http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elephant

gl Jadl)


http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mammal
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elephant#cite_note-NationalGeographicAfricanElephant-1
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elephant

Prior to mechanized transport, elephants carried massive
tree loads, weighing more than four tons (around 9,000 |b.),
to nearby rivers; where the load was then carried to

respective sea ports.
8wl 48y 3V (LY

In brute strength, elephants are the strongest mammals and the
strongest land animals. African elephants can weigh up to 6,350kg

and they can carry up to 9,000kg, the weight of 130 adult humans.

http://www.onekind.org/be inspired/top 10 lists/strongest/

If an adult elephant lifts a weight only using the strength of its
mighty trunk, it can lift approximately 300kg. However, they have
been shown to be able to carry about 500kg of logs. A leather cord
is tied around the logs and the elephant bites on this cord with its
molars. It then leans back, using the weight of its body as extra

power.

http://www.andrews-elephants.com/elephants-fag.html
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Pliny (Natural History viii. 7.) observes that sixty people have been

seen upon an elephant.
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Ms 22 f.26v Elephant carrying a howdah full of soldiers, from the
Westminster Abbey Bestiary, ¢.1270-90 (vellum) English School, (13th
century) / Westminster Abbey, London, UK / The Bridgeman Art Library
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