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AOYOC
logos

log'-os
From G3004; something said (including the thought); by implication
a topic (subject of discourse), also reasoning (the mental faculty) or

motive; by extension a computation; specifically (with the article in



John) the Divine Expression (that is, Christ): - account, cause,
communication, X concerning, doctrine, fame, X have to do, intent,
matter, mouth, preaching, question, reason, + reckon, remove, say (-
ing), shew, X speaker, speech, talk, thing, + none of these things move

me, tidings, treatise, utterance, word, work.
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logos

Thayer Definition:
1) of speech
1a) a word, uttered by a living voice, embodies a conception or idea
1b) what someone has said
1b1) a word
1b2) the sayings of God
1b3) decree, mandate or order
1b4) of the moral precepts given by God
1b5) Old Testament prophecy given by the prophets

1b6) what is declared, a thought, declaration, aphorism, a

weighty saying, a dictum, a maxim



1c) discourse
1c1) the act of speaking, speech
1c2) the faculty of speech, skill and practice in speaking
1c3) a kind or style of speaking
1c4) a continuous speaking discourse - instruction
1d) doctrine, teaching
1e) anything reported in speech; a narration, narrative

1f) matter under discussion, thing spoken of, affair, a matter in

dispute, case, suit at law
1g) the thing spoken of or talked about; event, deed
2) its use as respect to the MIND alone

2a) reason, the mental faculty of thinking, meditating, reasoning,

calculating
2b) account, i.e. regard, consideration
2¢) account, i.e. reckoning, score
2d) account, i.e. answer or explanation in reference to judgment
2¢) relation, i.e. with whom as judge we stand in relation
2e1) reason would
2f) reason, cause, ground

3) In John, denotes the essential Word of God, Jesus Christ, the
personal wisdom and power in union with God, his minister in
creation and government of the universe, the cause of all the
world’s life both physical and ethical, which for the procurement of

man’s salvation put on human nature in the person of Jesus the



Messiah, the second person in the Godhead, and shone forth

conspicuously from His words and deeds.
Part of Speech: noun masculine
A Related Word by Thayer’s/Strong’s Number: from G3004
Citing in TDNT: 4:69, 505
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‘I am the Eternal . . . | am that which created the World . . . | am the
Word . . ”
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Logos, Greek spelling

Logos ( /'lougns/, UK /'Ingps/, or US /'lovgoos/; Greek: Loyog logos) is
an important term in philosophy, psychology, rhetoric and religion.

Originally a word meaning "'a ground", "'a plea*, *an opinion", "'an

expectation™, **word,

speech," "account," "reason," it became a
technical term in philosophy, beginning with Heraclitus (ca. 535-475

BC), who used the term for a principle of order and knowledge.
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After Judaism came under Hellenistic influence, Philo (ca. 20 BC-AD
40) adopted the term into Jewish philosophy. The Gospel of John
identifies the Logos, through which all things are made, as divine

(theos), and further identifies Jesus as the incarnation of the Logos.
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so there is an important connecting-link between the conception of the Son
of Man = Messiah, and the Logos, which appears repeatedly in Philo in
place of the earthly future king (comp., e.g., his interpretation of "zemah,"

Zech. vi. 12, in "De Confess." § 14; see Memra).
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The Logos.

It is difficult to say how far the rabbinical concept of the Memra, which is
used now as a parallel to the divine Wisdom and again as a parallel to the
Shekinah, had come under the influence of the Greek term "Logos," which

denotes both word and reason
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In the Targumim.


http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=399&letter=M

The majestic presence or manifestation of God which has descended to
"dwell" among men. Like Memra (= "word"; "logos™) and "Yekara" (i.e.,
"Kabod" = "glory"), the term was used by the Rabbis in place of "God"
where the anthropomorphic expressions of the Bible were no longer

regarded as proper (see Anthropomorphism).
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Philo is the philosopher who boldly, though not always consistently,
attempts to harmonize the supramundane existence and majesty of the one
God with His being the Creator and Governor of all. Reverting to the Old

Testament idiom, according to which "by the word of Yhwh were the


http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=399&letter=M
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=1574&letter=A
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=281&letter=P

heavens made" (Ps. xxxiii. [xxxii.] 6)—which passage is also at the root of

the Targumic use of Memra, (see Anthropomorphism)—and on the whole

but not consistently assuming that matter was uncreated (see Creation), he

introduces the Logos as the mediating agent between God on high and the

phenomenal world.
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Philo's Logos.

Philo is also the first Jewish writer who undertakes to prove the existence of
God. His arguments are of two kinds: those drawn from nature, and those

supplied by the intuitions of the soul.
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The Logos:
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Philo considers these divine powers in their totality also, treating them as a
single independent being, which he designates "Logos.” This name, which
he borrowed from Greek philosophy, was first used by Heraclitus and then
adopted by the Stoics. Philo's conception of the Logos is influenced by both
of these schools. From Heraclitus he borrowed the conception of the

"dividing Logos" (AOYyog Topenq),
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, Biblical elements: there are Biblical passages in which the word of Yhwh

Is regarded as a power acting independently and existing by itself, as Isa. Iv.
11 (Prov. xxx. 4); these ideas were further developed by later Judaism in the
doctrines of the Divine Word creating the world, the divine throne-chariot

and its cherub, the divine splendor and its shekinah, and the name of God
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a cloud by day and smoke: to protect them from the nations.

for, in addition to every honor: stated to them, shall be a shelter, for I will
cause My Shechinah to cover them. Seven chupoth [shelters or canopies]
are [mentioned here]: cloud, smoke, splendor, fire, flame, shelter,
Shechinah.
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the "name of God," also the "heavenly Adam" (comp. "De Confusione
Linguarum,” 8 11 [i. 411]), the "man, the word of the eternal God." The

Logos is also designated as "high priest,"
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Relation of the Logos to God.

Philo, in connecting his doctrine of the Logos with Scripture, first of all
bases on Gen. i. 27 the relation of the Logos to God. He translates this
passage as follows: "He made man after the image of God," concluding
therefrom that in image of God existed. This image of God is the type for all
other things (the "Archetypal Idea" of Plato), a seal impressed upon things.
The Logos is a kind of shadow cast by God, having the outlines but not the
blinding light of the Divine Being.
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The Doctrine of Man as a Natural Being: Philo regards the physical nature
of man as something defective and as an obstacle to his development that
can never be fully surmounted, but still as something indispensable in view
of the nature of his being. With the body the necessity for food arises, as
Philo explains in various allegories. The body, however, is also of advantage
to the spirit, since the spirit arrives at its knowledge of the world by means
of the five senses. But higher and more important is the spiritual nature of

man.
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The care with which anthropomorphisms are avoided in the Targumim is not
due to dogmatic zeal in emphasizing the transcendental character of the
Godhead,
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Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn her seven pillars.

Wisdom has built her house: With wisdom has the Holy One, blessed
be He, built the world.
she has hewn her seven pillars: The seven days of Creation. Another
explanation: This refers to the seven books of the Torah, since (Num.
10:35f.) “And it came about when the ark traveled...” is an individual
book, as is stated in tractate Shabbath (116a).
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the ""name of God," also the "*heavenly Adam® (comp. "'De Confusione
Linguarum," § 11 [i. 411]), the ""man, the word of the eternal God." The
Logos is also designated as '*high priest,” in reference to the exalted
position which the high priest occupied after the Exile as the real center
of the Jewish state. The Logos, like the high priest, is the expiator of
sins, and the mediator and advocate for men: (*"Quis Rerum
Divinarum Heres Sit,"" § 42 [i. 501], and ("'De Vita Mosis,"" iii. 14
[ii. 155]). From Alexandrian theology Philo borrowed the idea of
wisdom as the mediator; he thereby somewhat confused his doctrine of
the Logos, regarding wisdom as the higher principle from which the
Logos proceeds, and again coordinating it with the latter.
Messiah is the Son,( bar - like Bar Mitzvah. ) and the King
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Talmud - Mas. Sukkah 52a

1. To take the example of Hebrew, a Semitic language among others,
logos (Loyoc/word) is DAVAR, which can also mean "thing".
From the root DVR (or DBR, because V=B) you have :



MEDABER = to speak, talk

MITBAR = desert (because this is where G.od spoke to Moses and
gave him the Ten Commandments (DIBROT, from DIBRA, same
root as DABER/DAVAR).

So here, no link whatsoever with logos.

But then, there is the Hebrew word lashon for tongue (the organ

and its "'role’ = +- word), which starts with L ...
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Targum Pseudo-Jonathan.


http://holy-bible-1.com/articles/display/10260

And he said: The Memra of the Lord has sworn by His throne of glory that
He would wage war against Amalek’s house through the instrumentality of

His Memra, and would destroy them
1
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"Huckel, T. (1998). The Rabbinic Messiah (Ex 17:16). Philadelphia: Hananeel House.
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