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Krishna belonged to the royal family of Mathura, and was the eighth
son born to the princess Devaki, and her husband Vasudeva. Mathura
was the capital of the Yadavas (also called the Surasenas), to which

Krishna's parents Vasudeva and Devaki belonged to.
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Lok Nath Soni, The cattle and the stick: an ethnographic profile of the
Raut of Chhattisgarh. Anthropological Survey of India, Govt. of India,

Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Dept. of Culture (2000).

-

Js&s

Vasudeva (Devanagari a'\flaéﬁ', IAST Vasudeva,) is the father of Krishna,
the son of Shoorsen, of the Yadu and Vrishni dynasties. His sister
Kunti was married to Pandu. Kunti plays a big role later in the war
Mahabharata. According to the Harivansa Purana, Vasudeva and

Nanda were brothers.
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Vasudeva married Devaki, the sister of Kansa, and he was also the
father of Krishna's sister Subhadra. He also took a second wife,

Rohini, who bore his eldest son, Balarama.
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Vasudeva and Devaki spent most of their early adult life behind bars

in the deepest pits of darkness as ordered by Kansa.
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Devaki and Vasudeva were imprisoned by her brother, Kamsa or
Kansa, due to a prophecy that her eighth son would kill him. Kansa
then killed six of their sons. The seventh, Balarama, escaped death
by being transferred to the womb of Vasudeva's other wife, Rohini,
while a female child (an incarnation of the goddess Yoga-Nidra or
Maya) was placed in Yashoda's womb. The eighth son, Krishna (who

was actually an Avatar of Vishnu), was born at midnight and taken by



Vasudeva across the Yamuna river to be raised by Nanda and Yasoda
in the neighboring village of Gokul. In place of Krishna, Vasudeva
took Yashoda's just born child (the incarnation of Yogmaya). After
Vasudeva's return to Mathura with the baby girl (yog—-maya), Kansa
tried to destroy her. Then she flew out of his hands, turned into an

eight-armed goddess
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Pargiter, F.E. (1972) [1922]. Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, Delhi:

Motilal Banarsidass, pp.105-107.



the date of Krishna's birth, known as Janmashtami, is 18 July 3228
BCE and departed on 3102 BCE. Krishna belonged to the Vrishni clan
of Yadavas from Mathura, and was the eighth son born to the

princess Devaki, and her husband Vasudeva.
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Then on the eighth day in the darker phase of Bhaadrapad, Lord took
birth. At the time of His birth, the wind suspended its motion. The
reverse attained extremely purified state where as dense clouds

gathered in the sky and caused drizzling.
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He was born in a prison cell in Mathura, and the place of his birth is

now known as Krishnajanmabhoomi, where a temple is raised in his

memory.
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When the marriage of Vasudev and Devaki was taking place, Prithvi
approached Brahma in the guise of a cow. She complained to Brahma
that population of mean—-minded people was increasing and that she

was not more able to bear the burden of their anti-religious deeds.
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Yashoda and Krishna'. Metmuseum.org. 2011-10-10. Retrieved

2011-10-23.

Krishna was secretly taken out of the prison cell to be raised by his
foster parents, Yasoda and Nanda, in Gokula (in present day Mathura

district).

( Lisite dakilia Lita ) YsSon (8 105Uig agadly 0l by (ol Comnal) Ly Uidhy 5 35

Krishna killed the demoness like Putana, disguised as a wet nurse,

sent by Kansa for Krishna's life. He tamed the serpent Kaliya, who



previously poisoned the waters of Yamuna river, thus leading to the

death of the cowherds.
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On his return to Mathura as a young man, Krishna overthrew and
killed his maternal uncle, Kansa, after avoiding several assassination
attempts from Kansa's followers. He reinstated Kansa's father,
Ugrasena, as the king of the Yadavas and became a leading prince at
the court.[61] During this period, he became a friend of Arjuna and
the other Pandava princes of the Kuru kingdom, who were his
cousins. Later, he took his Yadava subjects to the city of Dwaraka (in

modern Gujarat) and established his own kingdom there.

Bae dlad o day ,Allly LS dlas o WpdiS (aldd gl ) GlES Ldy S ale Latie

oo Ul LS g o siy - LS @ L) Adaaalgy ALY Y glaa

Krishna married Rukmini, the Vidarbha princess, by abducting her, at

her request, from her proposed wedding with Shishupala. Krishna



subsequently married 16,100 maidens who were held captive by

demon Narakasura
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Krishna had a total of 16,108 wives, out of which eight were his

princely wives and 16,100 were rescued from Narakasura,
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The ten sons of Satyabhama were Bhanu, Subhanu, Svarbhanu,
Prabhanu, Bhanuman, Chandrabhanu, Brihadbhanu, Atibhanu (the

eighth), Sribhanu and Pratibhanu.

Samba, Sumitra, Purujit, Satajit, Sahasrajit, Vijaya, Citraketu,
Vasuman, Dravida and Kratu were the sons of Jambavati. These ten,

headed by Samba, were their father's favorites.



The sons of Nagnajiti were Vira, Candra, Asvasena, Citragu, Vegavan,

Vrisha, Ama, Sanku, Vasu and the opulent Kunti.

Sruta, Kavi, Vrisha, Vira, Subahu, Bhadra, Santi, Darsa and

Purnamasa were sons of Kalindi. Her youngest son was Somaka.

Madra's sons were Praghosha, Gatravan, Simha, Bala, Prabala,

Urdhaga, Mahasakti, Saha, Oja and Aparajita.

Mitravinda's sons were Vrika, Harsha, Anila, Gridhra, Vardhana,

Unnada, Mahamsa, Pavana, Vahni and Kshudhi.

Sangramajit, Brihatsena, Sura, Praharana, Arijith, Jaya and Subhadra

were the sons of Bhadra, together with Vama, Ayur and Satyaka.



Diptiman, Tamratapta and others were the sons of Krishna and

Rohini.
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The hunter Jara, mistook Krishna's partly visible left foot for that of a

deer, and shot an arrow, wounding and killing him mortally.
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Death of god: At the end of Dwapar Yuga, the second cycle of time,
the Yadava clan suffered from widespread internecine warfare.

Realising that his end was near, Krishna left for the forest and sat

under a tree in deep meditation. A hunter who was hiding in thick



bushes nearby, spotted only his foot and assuming it to be a deer,
shot at Krishna. The Lord died as a result of the poisonous arrow. In
the confusion that followed, someone cremated his body and placed

the ashes in a box.
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Krishna's soul then ascended to heaven, while his mortal body was

cremated by Arjuna
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