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The gap theory
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Ruin-reconstruction version of the gap theory.



W.W. Fields, Unformed and Unfilled (Collinsville, IL: Burgeners

Enterprises, 1976), p. 40.
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H. Miller, The Testimony of the Rocks (New York: Boston, Gould and

Lincoln, 1867), p. 143.
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bara’: A verb meaning to create. Only God is the subject of this verb. It
is used for His creating: heaven and earth (Gen_1:1); humanity
(Gen_1:27); the heavenly host (Isa_40:26); the ends of the earth
(Isa_40:28); north and south (Psa_89:12 [13]); righteousness; salvation

(Isa_45:8); evil (Isa_45:7). David asked God to "create" in him a clean



heart (Psa_51:10 [12]). Isaiah promised that God will create a new heaven

and earth (Isa_65:17).

There are other roots that are spelled the same, but have different
meanings. These include: to make fat (1Sa_2:29); to clear timber

(Jos_17:15, Jos_17:18; Eze_23:47); and to choose (Eze_21:19 [24],

KJV).
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‘gsah: A verb meaning to do, to make, to accomplish, to complete. This
frequently used Hebrew verb conveys the central notion of performing an

activity with a distinct purpose, a moral obligation, or a goal in view (cf.

Gen_11:6). Particularly, it was used in conjunction with God's commands



(Deu_16:12). It described the process of construction (Gen_13:4; Job_9:9;

Pro_8:26); engaging in warfare (Jos 11:18); the yielding of grain

(Hos_8:7); observing a religious ceremony (Exo_31:16; Num_9:4); and the

completion of something (Ezr_10:3; Isa_46:10). Provocatively, the word

appears twice in Ezekiel to imply the intimate action of caressing or

fondling the female breast (Eze 23:3, Eze 23:8).
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tohd: A masculine noun meaning formlessness, confusion. The exact
meaning of this term is difficult at best since its study is limited to its
relatively few Old Testament occurrences. It is used to describe primeval
earth before the seven creative days (Gen_1:2); a land reduced to

primeval chaos and formlessness (Isa_34:11; Isa_45:18; Jer_4:23); a

destroyed city (Isa_24:10); nothingness or empty space (Job_26:7); a

barren wasteland (Deu_32:10; Job_6:18; Job_12:24; Psa_107:40); that




which is vain and futile (1Sa_12:21; Isa_45:19; Isa_49:4); like idolatry

(Isa_41:29; Isa_44:9); unfounded allegations (Isa_29:21; Isa_59:4); the

nations compared to God (Isa_40:17); or human rulers (Isa_40:23).
Although it is impossible to grasp the full import of this word, it is obvious
that it has a negative and disparaging tone. It represents chaos, confusion,
and disorder, all things that are opposed to the organization, direction, and

order that God has demonstrated.
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