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Why does Scripture say “one day the first day”? Before speaking to

us of the second, the third, and the fourth days, would it not have

been more natural to call that one the first which began the series? If



it therefore says “one day,” it is from a wish to determine the

measure of day and night, and to combine the time that they contain.
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Now twenty—four hours fill up the space of one day—we mean of a
day and of a night; and if, at the time of the solstices, they have not
both an equal length, the time marked by Scripture does not the less
circumscribe their duration. It is as though it said: twenty—four hours
measure the space of a day, or that, in reality a day is the time that

the heavens starting from one point take to return there.
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Thus, every time that, in the revolution of the sun, evening and
morning occupy the world, their periodical succession never exceeds

the space of one day.
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But must we believe in a mysterious reason for this? God who made
the nature of time measured it out and determined it by intervals of
days; and, wishing to give it a week as a measure, he ordered the
week to revolve from period to period upon itself, to count the
movement of time, forming the week of one day revolving seven times
upon itself: a proper circle begins and ends with itself. Such is also
the character of eternity, to revolve upon itself and to end nowhere. If
then the beginning of time is called “one day” rather than “the first
day,” it is because Scripture wishes to establish its relationship with
eternity. It was, in reality, fit and natural to call “one” the day whose
character is to be one wholly separated and isolated from all the

others. If Scripture speaks to us of many ages, saying everywhere,



“age of age, and ages of ages,” we do not see it enumerate them as

first, second, and third. '
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Now, henceforth, after the creation of the sun, it is day when the air
is illuminated by the sun shining on the hemisphere above the earth,
and night is the darkness of the earth when the sun is hidden. Yet it
was not at that time according to solar motion, but it was when that
first created light was diffused and again drawn in according to the

measure ordained by God, that day came and night succeeded"
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Distinction Between Light and Darkness. Augustine:



“And God divided the light and the darkness, and God called the
light day and he called the darkness night.” It did not say here “God
made the darkness,” because darkness is merely the absence of light.

Yet God made a division between light and darkness. "
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The Six Days Are Reliably Descriptive. Ephrem the Syrian:

So let no one think that there is anything allegorical in the works of
the six days. No one can rightly say that the things pertaining to
these days were symbolic, nor can one say that they were
meaningless names or that other things were symbolized for us by
their names. Rather, let us know in just what manner heaven and

earth were created in the beginning. They were truly heaven and



earth. There was no other thing signified by the names “heaven” and
“earth.” The rest of the works and things made that followed were not
meaningless significations either, for the substances of their natures

correspond to what their names signify. "
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On the Literal Interpretation of Genesis
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“And so it was done,” and then there is a repetition of what was
done. There is separate mention also of the fact that God saw that it
was good. But since these creatures cling fast to the earth and are
joined to it by their roots, God wished them also to belong to the

same day [of creation]”
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Let everyone be informed that the sun is not the author of
vegetation.... How can the sun give the faculty of life to growing
plants when these have already been brought forth by the life—giving

creative power of God before the sun entered into such a life as this?
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Although the grasses were only a moment old at their creation, they
appeared as if they were months old. Likewise, the trees, although
only a day old when they sprouted forth, were nevertheless like trees
years old as they were fully grown and fruits were already budding on
their branches. The grass that would be required as food for the
animals that were to be created two days later was thus made ready.
And the new corn that would be food for Adam and his descendants,
who would be thrown out of paradise four days later, was thus

prepared.""
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He created the sun on the fourth day lest you think it is the cause of

viii

the day.
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It was made by the Creator on the first day, for sacred Scripture says,
“And God said: Be light made. And light was made.” According to
what some say, fire is the same thing as light.... And into the
luminaries of the firmament the Creator put the primordial light, not
that he was in want of any other light but that that particular light
might not remain idle. For the luminary is not the light itself but its

receptacle.
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“Let them serve,” he says, “for the fixing of days,” not for making
days but for ordering the days. For day and night are earlier than the
generation of the luminaries.? This the psalm declares to us when it
says: “He placed the sun to rule the day, the moon and stars to rule
the night.”® How, then, does the sun rule the day? Because,
whenever the sun, carrying the light around with it, rises above our

horizon, it puts an end to the darkness and brings us the day.
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Therefore one would not err if he would define the day as air, lighted
by the sun, or as the measure of time in which the sun tarries in the
hemisphere above the earth. But the sun and the moon were also
appointed to be for the years. The moon, when it has completed its
course twelve times, measures a year, except that it frequently needs
an intercalary month for the accurate determination of the seasons, as
the Hebrews and the most ancient Greeks formerly measured the
year. The solar year is the return of the sun from a certain sign to that

same sign in its regular revolution. *
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Three days have passed. No one, meanwhile, has looked for the sun,
yet the brilliance of light has been in evidence everywhere. For the

day too has its light, which is itself the precursor of the sun. *
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We should not interpret the signs as something other than times. For
Scripture is now speaking of these times that by their distinct
intervals convey to us that eternity remains immutable above them so
that time might appear as a sign, that is, as a vestige of eternity.
Likewise, when it adds, “and for days and for years,” it shows of
what times it is speaking. These days come about by the revolution of
the fixed stars, and from this it becomes obvious when the sun

completes its starry course in a particular year™
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Many creatures were created on the same day
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The “days of creation” set forth a sequence of divine creation™
He made a first day, a second, a third, and so forth until the seventh

day which was a rest from work. According to these days, everything

created was subdivided, brought into an order by inexpressible laws.

xiv

ilead) asall ia 13Sag Callilly LSty Ja¥) agd) B3 oY) BIAD) Gutii cadag I AL
Olghy i ) anly Aapudi o5 (313 £ S aLY) 03gd e . Jand) (il 4 52

gt Y

Cigaal asall ga BIAN agy o Uilra adl) Luad Usgy Gl



| mean, his all-powerful hand and boundless wisdom were not at a
loss even to create everything in one day. Why say “one day”? Even
in a brief moment. Yet it was not because of its utility to him that he
produced anything that exists, since being self-sufficient he is in
need of nothing. It was rather out of his loving kindness and
goodness that he created everything; accordingly he created things in
sequence and provided us with a clear instruction about created
things through the tongue of the blessed author, so that we might
learn about them precisely and not fall into the error of those led by

purely human reasoning™’
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You see, in saying at this point that God rested from his works,
Scripture teaches us that he ceased creating and bringing from
nonbeing into being on the seventh day, whereas Christ, in saying
that “my father is at work up until now and | am at work,”> reveals his
unceasing care for us: he calls “work” the maintenance of created
things, bestowal of permanence on them and governance of them
through all time. If this wasn’t so, after all, how would everything
have subsisted, without the guiding hand above directing all visible

things and the human race as well?*"
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Under the law the people were ordered to work for six days and to
rest on the seventh ... because the Lord completed the creation of the
world in six days and desisted from his work on the seventh.
Mystically speaking, we are counseled by all this that those who in
life devote themselves to good works for the Lord’s sake are in the

future led by the Lord to sabbath, that is, to eternal rest.*""
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"If my sons keep the Sabbath, then will | cause my mercy to rest upon
them." [1656] The Sabbath is mentioned at the beginning of the creation
[thus]: "And God made in six days the works of His hands, and made an
end on the seventh day, and rested on it, and sanctified it." [1657] Attend,
my children, to the meaning of this expression, "He finished in six days."
This implieth that the Lord will finish all things in six thousand years, for a
day is with Him a thousand years. And He Himself testifieth, [1659] saying,
"Behold, to—day [1660] will be as a thousand years." [1661] Therefore, my
children, in six days, that is, in six thousand years, all things will be finished
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For in as many days as this world was made, in so many thousand years
shall it be concluded. And for this reason the Scripture says:'Thus the
heaven and the earth were finished, and all their adornment.And God
brought to a conclusion upon the sixth day the works that He had made;
and God rested upon the seventh day from all His works.'[4695] This is an
account of the things formerly created, as also it is a prophecy of what is to
come. For the day of the Lord is as a thousand years; [4696] and in six
days created things were completed: it is evident, therefore, that they will
come to an end at the sixth thousand year.
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The Glory of the Six Days' Work. Of this six days' work no man can give a
worthy explanation and description of all its parts, not though he had ten
thousand tongues and ten thousand mouths; nay, though he were to live
ten thousand years, sojourning in this life, not even so could he utter
anything worthy of these things, on account of the exceeding greatness
and riches of the wisdom of God which there is in the six days' work
above narrated.
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For the creation of the world was concluded in six days.

Al G b 58l 4RI (s

Ol 5 dadlad)



Now six water-vessels are appropriately spoken of, with regard to those
persons who are purified by being placed in the world; for we read that in
six days——which is the perfect number——this world and all things in it were
finished.
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And six water-vessels are reasonably (appropriate) to those who are

purified in the world, which was made in six days—the perfect number.
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concerning the six days and the seventh;" on which day, as the
Scripture says, God "ceased"' [4258] from His works, retiring into the

contemplation of Himself,

Ales a abal) agal) ) § 8 QUK J 58 3 agal) B auluadly Al ol ady Lo



gl ) Aadlall

by g) oy ol paugag Wlina ol i 38N O pedagg

And since he makes the statements about the 'days of creation" ground of
accusation,——as if he understood them clearly and correctly, some of which
elapsed before the creation of light and heaven, and sun, and moon, and
stars, and some of them after the creation of these,——we shall only make
this observation, that Moses must then have forgotten that he had said a
little before, "that in six days the creation of the world had been finished,"
and that in consequence of this act of forgetfulness he subjoins to these
words the following: "This is the book of the creation of man, in the day
when God made the heaven and the earth!" But it is not in the least
credible, that after what he had said respecting the six days,
Moses should immediately add, without a special meaning, the words, "in
the day that God made the heavens and the earth;"
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as well as in the foregoing pages, when we found fault with those who,

taking the words in their apparent signification, said that the time of six
days was occupied in the creation of the world, and quoted the words:
"These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they
were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the

heavens."
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For in six days the world was made, and (the Creator) rested on the

seventh.
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When, therefore, Moses has spoken of "the six days in which God made
heaven and earth, and rested on the seventh from all His works,"
Simon, in a manner already specified, giving (these and other passages of
Scripture) a different application (from the one intended by the holy
writers), deifies himself.
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Thus, to take an example, after God had made the world, and all things
that are in it, in the space of six days, He rested on the seventh day from
all His works; by which statement | do not mean to affirm that He rested
because He was fatigued, but that He did so as having brought to its
perfection every creature which He had resolved to introduce.
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For they remembered that in six days God formed the creation, and those
things which were made in paradise; and how man, receiving a command
not to touch [2694] the tree of knowledge, ran aground, the author of euvil
having led him astray. [2695] Thence he gave the symbolical name of sixty
queens to those souls who, from the creation of the world, in succession
chose God as the object of their love, and were almost, so to speak, the
offspring of the first age, and neighbours of the great six days' work, from

their having been born, as | said, immediately after the six days.
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