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Voyager 1 showed that the rings are highly structured and probably

young

Burns, J., Hamilton, D. and Showalter, M., Bejeweled worlds,

Scientific American 286(2):64-73, 2002; p. 73



Saturn’s rings were acknowledged to be rapidly changing and

possibly dissipating.

Pollack and Cuzzi, ref. 2, p. 129.

Today, space probes have rediscovered rapid ring change and
dissipation, as is evident from statements by many astronomers. For

Jupiter, ring ‘particles should last only a very short time—perhaps

only a few thousand years

Fix, J., Astronomy, WCB/McGraw-Hill, Boston, pp. 270, 275, 1999

it now appears that the length of time for planetary rings to dissipate

is relatively short.

Eberhart, J., Saturn’s ‘ring rain’, Science News 130(6):84, 1986.



so it should slow down very tiny dust particles and cause them to
sink into the inner atmosphere in a few thousand years or less ...

Collisions between ring particles ... slowly [make] the ring wider

Esposito, L., The changing shape of planetary rings, Asfronomy

15(9):6-17, 1987; p. 15

Their small mass suggests that the rings could ‘empty out’ fairly

quickly.

Williams, D., Asteroid fact sheet,
<nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov/planetary/factsheet/asteroidfact.htmi>, 31

January 2006.
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‘The theory that explained how Saturn’s rings could persist through

4.6 billion years of solar system evolution also explained why Saturn

was the only planet that could have a ring. Then those theories had to




be revised to account for the rings of Uranus. The revisions implied

that Jupiter would not have a ring. Now Jupiter has been found to

have a ring and we have to invent a theory to explain it.

Tippets, M., Voyager scientists on dilemma’s horns, CRSQ 16(3):185,
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Discover, April 1994, pp.86-91



Recent study suggests that the rings are not older than 100 million

years.
i A 100 334! cluld 8 Ja) mha Gug Wy Adaldl) dilaal) Jy Jadd se L g
s g
an increase in the widths of the rings and in the width of the gap

between the planet and the inner edge of the B ring.
Strahler, 1987, pp.145-146
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