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From m; properly a cover, that is, (Iiterally) a village (as coveredin);
(specifically) bitumen (as used for coating), and the henna plant (as used
for dyeing); figuratively a redemption price: — bribe, camphire, pitch,
ransom, satisfaction, sum of money, village.
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kdpher
BDB Definition:
1) price of a life, ransom, bribe
2) asphalt, pitch (as a covering)
3) the henna plant, name of a plant (henna?)
4) village
Part of Speech: noun masculine
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koper: A masculine noun meaning a ransom, a bribe, a half-shekel. The
most common translation of the word is ransom. It refers to the price
demanded in order to redeem or rescue a person. The irresponsible owner
of a bull that killed someone and was known to have gored people
previously could be redeemed by the ransom that would be placed on him
(Exo_21:30). When a census of people was taken in Israel, adult males
had to pay a half-shekel ransom to keep the Lord's plague from striking
them (Exo_30:12). A murderer could not be redeemed by a ransom
(Num_35:31). Yet money, without God's explicit approval, could not serve
as a ransom for a human being (Psa_49:7 [8]). On the other hand, money
could serve as a ransom to buy off a person’s human enemies (Pro_13:8).
God sometimes used a wicked person as a ransom to redeem a righteous
person (Pro_21:18); God ransomed Israel from Babylonian captivity for the

ransom price of three nations (Isa_43:3): Egypt, Seba, and Cush.

The meaning of the word becomes a bribe when used in certain
circumstances. For example, Samuel declared that he had never taken a

bribe (1Sa_12:3); and Amos castigated the leaders of Israel for taking



bribes (Amo_5:12). Pro_6:35 describes a jealous husband whose fury

would not allow him to take a bribe to lessen his anger.
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chemar
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From L56(); bitumen (as rising to the surface): — slime (—pit).
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BDB Definition:
1) slime, pitch, asphalt, bitumen
Part of Speech: noun masculine
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zepheth

zeh'-feth

From an unused root (meaning to /iquify); asphalt (from its tendency to

soften in the sun): — pitch.
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zepheth
BDB Definition:
1) pitch, tar, asphalt

Part of Speech: noun feminine
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In Northern Europe, the word "tar' refers primarily to a substance that
is derived from the wood and roots of pine. In earlier times it was

often used as a water repellent coating for boats, ships, and roofs.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tar
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Wood tar is microbicidal and has a pleasant odor — a sweet musky
scent much like that of barbecue. Producing tar from wood was
known in ancient Greece, and has probably been used in Scandinavia
since the Iron Age. For centuries, dating back at least to the 14th
century, tar was among Sweden's most important exports. Sweden
exported 13,000 barrels of tar in 1615 and 227,000 barrels in the

peak year of 1863. Production nearly stopped in the early 20th


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tar

century, when other chemicals replaced tar and wooden ships were

replaced by steel ships.

The heating (dry distilling) of pine wood causes tar and pitch to drip
away from the wood and leave behind charcoal. Birchbark is used to
make particularly fine tar, known as 'Russian oil', suitable for leather
protection. The by-products of wood tar are turpentine and charcoal.
When deciduous tree woods are subjected to destructive distillation

the products are methanol (wood alcohol) and charcoal.

Tar kilns (Swedish: tjardal, Danish: tjzeremile, Norwegian: tjzeremile,
Finnish: tervahauta) are dry distillation ovens, historically used in
Scandinavia for producing tar from wood. They were built close to the
forest, from limestone or from more primitive holes in the ground.
The bottom is sloped into an outlet hole, to allow the tar to pour out.
The wood is split to dimensions of a finger and stacked densely, and

finally covered tight with dirt and moss. If oxygen can enter, the wood



might catch fire, and the production would be ruined. On top of this,

a fire is stacked and lit. After a few hours, the tar starts to pour out,

and continues to do so for a few days.
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Tar made from coal or petroleum is considered toxic and carcinogenic

because of its high benzene content,
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