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The Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians

Chapter VII.——Avoid the Docetae, and persevere in fasting and prayer.

"For whosoever does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the
flesh, is antichrist;" [377] and whosoever does not confess the testimony of
the cross, [378] is of the devil; and whosoever perverts the oracles of the
Lord to his own lusts, and says that there is neither a resurrection nor a

judgment, he is the first-born of Satan. [379] Wherefore, forsaking the



vanity of many, and their false doctrines, let us return to the word which
has been handed down to us from [38(0] the beginning; "watching unto
prayer,' [381] and persevering in fasting; beseeching in our supplications
the all-seeing God "not to lead us into temptation," [382] as the Lord has
said: "The spirit truly is willing, but the flesh is weak." [383]
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The Epistle of Ignatius to the Magnesians

Shorter and Longer Versions

Chapter XI.——I write these things to warn you.

He also lived a holy life, and healed every kind of sickness and disease
among the people, and wrought signs and wonders for the benefit of men;

and to those who had fallen into the error of polytheism He made known



the one and only true God, His Father, and underwent the passion, and
endured the cross at the hands of the Christ—killing Jews, under Pontius
Pilate the governor and Herod the king. He also died, and rose again, and
ascended into the heavens to Him that sent Him, and is sat down at His
right hand, and shall come at the end of the world, with His Father's glory,
to judge the living and the dead, and to render to every one according to
his works.
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Chapter Xl.—Baptism and the cross prefigured in the Old Testament.

Mark how He has described at once both the water and the cross. For
these words imply, Blessed are they who, placing their trust in the cross,
have gone down into the water; for, says He, they shall receive their
reward in due time: then He declares, | will recompense them. But now He
saith,'"1“Their leaves shall not fade.” This meaneth, that every word which
proceedeth out of your mouth in faith and love shall tend to bring

conversion and hope to many.
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By that which took place in the running [2638] water, in which the wood
and the hyssop and the scarlet were dipped, is set forth the bloody passion

of Christ on the cross for the salvation of those who are sprinkled with the

Spirit, and the water, and the blood. Wherefore the material for purification


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf01.vi.ii.xi.html#fnf_vi.ii.xi-p11.2
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was not provided chiefly with reference to leprosy, but with regard to the
forgiveness of sins, that both leprosy might be understood to be an emblem
of sin, and the things which were sacrificed an emblem of Him who was to

be sacrificed for sins.
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Chapter Ill.——Texts of Holy Scripture used by these heretics to support
their opinions.

5. They show, further, that that Horos of theirs, whom they call by a variety
of names, has two faculties,——the one of supporting, and the other of
separating; and in so far as he supports and sustains, he is Stauros, while
in so far as he divides and separates, he is Horos. They then represent the
Saviour as having indicated this twofold faculty: first, the sustaining power,
when He said, "Whosoever doth not bear his cross (Stauros), and follow
after me, cannot be my disciple;' [2702] and again, "Taking up the cross,
follow me;" [2703] but the separating power when He said, 'l came not to
send peace, but a sword." [2704] They also maintain that John indicated

the same thing when he said, "The fan is in His hand, and He will



thoroughly purge the floor, and will gather the wheat into His garner; but
the chaff He will burn with fire unquenchable." [2705] By this declaration
He set forth the faculty of Horos. For that fan they explain to be the cross
(Stauros), which consumes, no doubt, all material [2706] objects, as fire
does chaff, but it purifies all them that are saved, as a fan does wheat.
Moreover, they affirm that the Apostle Paul himself made mention of this
cross in the following words: "The doctrine of the cross is to them that
perish foolishness, but to us who are saved it is the power of God." [2707]
And again: "God forbid that | should glory in anything [2708] save in the

cross of Christ, by whom the world is crucified to me, and | unto the world."
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