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Kelvin was able to compute the femperature gradient near the surface
of the earth as a function of time lapsed from its initial stafe. He then
assembled enough data on the earth's temperature gradient to
evaluate the time lapsed since the assumed initial state. His best
value for the earth's age limit, found by this method, was 24 million

years.
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Both Th-230 and U-236 can be generated through radioactive decay
of U-238 —— and U-238 is notf short-lived. In point of fact, the half-
life of U-238 is a bit less than 4.5 billion years! Th-23( is part of the
normal sequence of decay products generated by U-238; as for U-
236, it's produced by uranium ore whenever there's enough slow
neutrons in the neighborhood.

Thus, the Th-230 and U-236 we see on the Moon are of recent
origin, nof part of the Moon's primordial supply, and therefore do not

constitute evidence for a young Earth.
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