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SETI

Search for extra-terrestrial intelligence
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As Professor Ernst Mayr of Harvard, the doyen [senior member] of

species studies, once remarked,

“Since Darwin’s seminal work was called 7he Origin of Species one
might reasonably suppose that his theory had explained this central
aspect of evolution or at least made a shot at it, even if it had not
resolved the larger issues we have discussed up to now. Curiously
enough, this is not the case. the ‘book called 7he Origin of Species is

not really on that subject,’
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Professor Simpson admits:

‘Darwin failed to solve the problem indicated by the title of his work.’

“You may be surprised to hear that the origin of species remains just
as much a mystery today, despite the efforts of thousands of
biologists. main focus of attention and is beset by endless

controversies.”

Gordon R. Taylor, Great Evolution Mystery ,p. 140.
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The mission of the SETI Institute is to explore, understand and

explain the origin, nature and prevalence of life in the universe.




We believe we are conducting the most profound search in human history

— fo know our beginnings and our place among the stars.

http: //www.seti.org/
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Ozma 1—1960 - $1 million — A Green Bank radio telescope probe of

two nearby stars (Epsilon Eridoni and Tau Ceti) for signals indicating

intelligent life. Result: No signals detected.

Apollo—1969-1972 - $30 billion — Exploration of the moon, in the

hope of finding evidences of life. Result: No life detected.

Pioneer 10—1972 - Cost not available around $2 billion— This

interspace probe was sent out beyond our solar system in the hope



that intelligent beings would find it and contact us. A plaque is inside

it. Result: No life/ signals detected.

Ozma ]1—1973 - Cost not available around $3 billion—- 500 of the
closest stars have been monitored for intelligent radio signals. Result:

No signals detected.

Arecibo—1974 - Cost not available — This, the largest radio telescope

on earth, was constructed for the purpose of continuously

monitoring nearby stars for signals. Result: No signals detected.

National Radio Astronomy Observatory—1974 — Cost not available

— The NRAO scanned 10 nearby stars for intelligent signals. Re- sult:

No signals detected.

Two Viking landers—1977 - $1 billion — These two landers were sent

out in the hope of finding evidences of life on the planet Mars.

Result: No life detected.



Voyager 1 and 2—1977 — Cost not available around $5 billion-
Probes sent to outer planets each carrying detailed messages from

earth. Result: No life/ signals detected.

Pioneer Venus—1977 — $230 million — Probes sent to planet Venus to
measure atmospheric conditions and the possibility of life on its

surface. Result: No life detected.

Very Large Array—1980 — $78 billion — 27 radio antennas
constructed in New Mexico. They are probing for evidence of organic

molecules in interstellar gas. Result: No life detected.

Mariner—198(0 — Cost not available around $2(0 billion— This probe
was specifically designed to analyze Saturn’s largest moon for signs

of life. Result: No life/signals detected.

Hubble Space Telescope—1990 — $1.5 billion — This newly launched
orbiting telescope will be searching for planets circling other planets.

Result: No life/signals detected yet.

Cyclops—1990s - $20 billion — A large array of radio telescopes,

each 100 meters [109 yds.] in diameter. Result: Not constructed yet.



“Such an array would detect radio beams of the kind Earth, is
inadvertently leaking at a distance of a hundred light-years, and
should detect a deliberately aimed radio wave beacon from another
civilization at a distance of a thousand light-years.”—* Asimov’s New

Guide to Science

(1984), pp. 648-649.
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“The evidence seems to be building that

we are actually all Martians; that life

started on Mars and came to Earth on a
rock”

Steven Benner, quoted by Simon Redfern,
BBC News, Florence
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
science-environment-23872765
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