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Calcareous ooze is ooze that is composed of at least 30% of the
calcareous microscopic shells—also known as tests—of foraminifera,
coccolithophores, and pteropods. This is the most common pelagic
sediment by area, covering 48% of the world ocean's floor. This type
of ooze accumulates on the ocean floor at depths above the

carbonate compensation depth.
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Siliceous ooze is ooze that is composed of at least 30% of the
siliceous microscopic "shells" of plankton, such as diatoms and
radiolaria. Siliceous oozes often contain lesser proportions of either
sponge spicules, silicoflagellates or both. This type of ooze

accumulates on the ocean floor at depths below the carbonate

compensation depth.
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