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"As to harmonizing the theory of evolution with the Biblical account of
creation, | do not believe it can be done, and | do not see why it
should be. The story of Genesis is beautiful, and profoundly
significant as symbolism: there is no good reason to torture it into

conformity with modern theory."
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THE STORY OF
CIVILIZATION

1. Our Oriental Heritage

Being a bistory of civilization in Egypt and the Near East

to the death of Alexander, and in India, China and |

from the beginning to our own day; with an intro
on the nature and foundations of civilizaty

By Will Durant
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Chapter II: THE ECONOMIC ELEMENTS OF CIVILIZATION.....c.octouseenes 5

I. FROM HUNTING TO TILLAGE, §
Primiuve iniprovidence—Beginnings of provision—Hunting and fishing—Herding—
The domestication of animals—Agriculture—Food—Cooking—Cannibalism

II. THE FOUNDATIONS OF INDUSTRY, 11
Fire—Primitive Tools—Weaving and potery—Building and transport—Trade and
finance

III. ECONOMIC ORGANIZATION, 16
Primitive communism—Causes of its disappearance—Origins of private property—
Slavery—Classes

G e s agg) dmall N BLES o) 3] ald Sl (e SISH g AL Juail) B ciagg

Wy Crpagead) (1) B il JSa (8 DS ciaagd il e A alShy o) giadl Cuad o

Ly el ) pad g2

V. THE MORALS OF BABYLON

Religion divorced from morals—Sacred prostitution—Free love—
Marriage — Adultery — Divorce — The position of woman —
The relaxation of morals

This religion, with all its failings, probably helped to prod the common
Babylonian into some measure of decency and civic docility, else we
should be hard put to cxplain the generosity of the kings to the priests.
Apparently, however, it had no influcnce upon the morals of the upper
classes in the later centuries, for (in the eyes and words of her prejudiced
cnemies) the “whore of Babylon” was a “sink of iniquity,” and a scandal-
ous example of luxurious laxity to all the ancient world. Even Alexander,
who was not above dying of drinking, was shocked by the morals of
Babylon,*

The most striking feature of Babylonian life, to an alien observer, was
the custom known to us chiefly from a famous page in Herodotus:



CHAP. IX) BABYLONIA 245

Every native woman is obliged, once in her life, to sit in the tem-
ple of Venus, and have intercourse with some stranger. And many
disdaining to mix with the rest, being proud on account of their
wealth, come in covered carriages, and take up their station ar the
temple with a numerous train of servants attending them. Bur the
far greater part do thus: many sit down in the temple of Venus,
wearing a crown of cord round their heads; some are continually
coming in, and others are going out. Passages marked out im a
straight line lcad in every direction through the women, along which
strangers pass and make their choicee. When a woman has once
seated herself she must not return home till some stranger has thrown
a piece of silver into her lap, and lain with her outside the temple.
He who throws the silver must say thus: “l beseech the goddess
Mpylitra to favor thee”; for the Assyrians call Venus Mylirea,® The
silver may be ever so small, for she will not reject it, inasmuch as it
is mot lawful for her to do so, for such silver is accounted sacred.
The woman follows the first man thar throws, and refuses no one.
But when she has had intercourse and has absolved herself from her
obligation to the goddess, she rerurns home; and afrer thatr tme,
however great a sum you may give her youn will not gain possession
of her. Those that are endowed with beauty and symmetry of shape
are soon set free; bur the deformed are detained a long time, from
inability to satisfy the law, for some wair for a space of three or
four years,™

What was the origin of this strange rite? Was it a relic of ancient
sexual communism, a concession, by the furure bridegroom, of the jus
primae noctis, or right of the first night, to the community as represented
by any casual and anonymous citizen?™ Was it due to the bridegroom’s
fear of harm from the violation of the tabu against shedding blood?™ Was
it a physical preparation for marriage, such as is still practised among some
Australian tribes?™ Or was it simply a sacrifice to the goddess—an offer-
ing of first fruis?™ We do not know.

Such women, of course, were not prostitutes. But various classes of
prostitutes lived within the temple precincts, plied their trade there, and
amassed, some of them, great fortunes. Such temple prostitutes were
common in western Asia: we find them in Israel,™ Phrygia, Pheenicia,
Syria, etc.; in Lydia and Cyprus the girls earned their marriage dowries

* “Assyrians” meant for the Greeks both Assyrians and Babylonians, “Mylita® was one
of the forms of Ishear
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in this way.™ “Sacred prostitution” continued in Babylonia until abol-
ished by Constantine (ca. 325 aDp.).” Alongside ir, in the wine-shops
kept by women, secular prostitution flourished.™

In general the Babylonians were allowed considerable premarital ex-
perience. It was considered permissible for men and women to form un-
licensed unions, “trial marnages,” terminable at the will of either party;
but the woman in such cases was obliged to wear an olive—in stone or
terra cotta—as a sign that she was a concubine.™ Some tablets indicare
that the Babylonians wrote poems, and sang songs, of love; bur all thar
remains of these is an occasional first line, like “My love is a light,” or
“My hearr 1s full of merriment and song."™ One lerter, dating from 2100
B.c., is in the tone of MNapoleon’s early messages to Josephine: “To
Bibiya: . . . May Shamash and Marduk give thee health forever. ... |
have sent (to ask) after thy health; let me know how thou art. [ have
arrived in Babylon, and see thee not; | am very sad.™
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