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Vowel signs

Original Biblical Hebrew text contained nothing but consonants and
spaces and this is still the case with Torah scrolls that are used in
synagogues. A system of writing vowels called niqqud (lit. "dotting")
(from the root word meaning 'points" or "dots") developed around the

5th Century CE. It is used today in printed Bibles and some other

religious books and also in poetry, children's literature, and texts for



beginning students of Hebrew. Most modern Hebrew texts contain
only consonant letters, spaces and western-style punctuation and to
facilitate reading without vowels matres lectionis (see below) are often
inserted into words which would be written without them in a text with
full nigqud. The niqqud system is sometimes used when it is
necessary to avoid certain ambiguities of meaning (such as when
context is insufficient to distinguish between two identically spelled

words) and in the transliteration of foreign names.
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