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and slew his brethren the sons of Jerubbaal, being seventy persons,
upon one stone: in which he was assisted by the ruffians he had hired
with seventy pieces of silver; these were laid one after another upon one
and the same stone, as being convenient for the execution of them; or as
serving as an altar on which they were sacrificed to Baal, out of whose
temple the money was taken to hire the executioners with. They are said to

be seventy that were slain, though one escaped, the round number being

given, as in many other instances, as in Gen 46:27,

s

Yet Jotham — was left — That is, all the seventy were killed except

Jotham, if there were not seventy besides Jotham.
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Joatham escaped his fury, yet he, also, uses a round number, 70, when he
says you have killed 70 men, ver. 18. (Calmet) ——— Abimelech himself
must also be deducted from the number. Thus we say the seventy

interpreters,

s

With this money Abimelech easily hired light and desperate men, who
followed him (attached themselves to him); and with their help he murdered
his brethren at Ophrah, seventy men, with the exception of Jotham the
youngest, who had hidden himself. The number seventy, the total number
of his brethren, is reduced by the exception mentioned immediately

afterwards to sixty—nine who were really put to death.

O gamala



threescore and ten persons — A round number is used, but it is

evident that two are wanting to complete that number.
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