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Then Laban and Bethuel answered,.... The order of the words in the
original is, "then answered Laban and Bethuel'; the word for "answered" is
in the singular number, from whence it may be concluded, that Laban gave
the answer in the name of Bethuel, he consenting to it, who might be an
old man, and left the management of his family affairs to his son, who,
Aben Ezra thinks, excelled his father in wisdom and honour; but Jarchi
represents him as a wicked and impudent man, who took upon him to
speak before his father: but some have thought that this Bethuel was not
old Bethuel, the father of Rebekah, but young Bethuel his son, the younger
brother of Laban and Rebekah, their father Bethuel being dead, as

Josephus says, before observed; and this seems to be countenanced by



Gen 24:59, where they are represented as blessing Rebekah, and calling

her their sister:
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