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And Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in
those days,.... Before the ark, ministering before the Lord, which shows
that this affair was long before the times of Samson, though placed after
them; or otherwise Phinehas must have been more than three hundred
years of age, which is not probable (r). Phinehas's standing before the ark
was the posture of the priest when he inquired of the Lord for any by Urim
and Thummim; the person that inquired stood before him that was inquired
of, as Kimchi observes, and he that was inquired of stood before the
Shechinah, or the presence of the divine Majesty, of which the ark was a

symbol:

ﬂ\)% ‘ad\

Phinehas, the son of Eleazar — This was the same Phinehas who is
mentioned Num_25:7, and consequently these transactions must have

taken place shortly after the death of Joshua.



Al

Phinehas, the son of Eleazar ... — A most important chronological
statement, which makes it probable that these events occurred within

twenty years of the death of Joshua.

This incident took place not long after the death of Joshua and his

generation, for Phinehas was the high priest at the time (v. 28).

Sl il glaa

The mention of Phinehas son of Eleazar (i.e., Aaron’s grandson)
implies that he was instrumental in procuring the oracle from the Lord. It
also indicates that this event occurred not much later than the death of

Joshua (cf. Jdg_18:30).



Phinees had formerly displayed his zeal against the impiety of Beelphegor,
Numbers xxv. 7. He was contemporary with Jonathan, the priest of
Michas. (Kennicott) -——— Hence it appears that this took place not long

after the death of Eleazar, Josue xxiv. (Worthington)
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time period. Since the episodes in the book of Judges are not always in
chronological order, it could be that these events occurred closer to the
beginning of the settlement period. This would allow for a son of Aaron to

still be alive and able to serve as priest before the ark at Bethel.

e
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The presence and services of Phinehas on this occasion help us to
ascertain the chronology thus far, that the date of the occurrence must be

fixed shortly after the death of Joshua.

Ogeds pauds



Phinehas was the one who had stopped the plague at Peor (Num_25:6-
11). The fact that he was still alive shows that the organization of the Book
of Judges is not strictly chronological. The author likely placed this account

at the end of the book to make the point even more strongly about the

spiritual deterioration of the nation.

25y

Phinehas — This is added to give us light about the time of this history, and
to shew it was not done in the order in which it is here placed, after

Samson's death, but long before.
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