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g Meteor-like object over Russia’s Murmansk
caught on dash-camera

SIGNS IN THE HEAVENS: Re

milar to the famous Chely
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Supply-Laden Rocket Finally Lifts Off WATCH: 10 Crazy Discoveries That
Science Can't Explain

Far More Asteroids Have Hit The
Earth Than We Thought,
Astronauts Say

E.ts:saz:‘ 335 73 50 22 610 90O R
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MORE: Asterold Datectlon, b&12 Astsroids, Chelyabinak, Asteroids

Bad news, earthlings. A former NASA scientist says it's mere happenstance that an
Armageddon-style asteroid hasn't hit a densely populated area in the last few years.

On Tuesday, the B612 Foundation, which is devoted to preventing the next deep
impact, will present data from a nuclear-weapons test warning satellite showing that
far more asteroids have hit earth in the past few vears than previously thought, the
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NASA: The Only Thing Stopping a
City-Destroying Asteroid Is Blind

Luck
N |

So you know how we all

that our odds of getting
destroyed by an asteroid were
remarkably low? Yeah,
12, According to new research,
the odds of a large-scale asteroid
impact are actually three to ten times

higher than we thought. And the only

thing stopping total and utter
destruction? Sheer, dumb luck.

Risk of asterold

e hitting Earth Is ten
m times higher than
we thought
This is frightening, Nature just
published a study by astronomers whe
have reanalyzed and recalculated the
estimate of asteroids that could hit
Earth ...

The unsettling revelation, which will be presented in full by three former NASA
astronauts this coming Tuesday, is the result of a new visualization of data from

a nuclear weapons warning network. The E

dation found that 26

atomic-bomb-size explosions have happened around the world in (thankfully)

remote locations since 2001. Ed Lu, the Foundation's CEOQ, explains:
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Peru evacuates Ubinas volcano area after ash cloud

Posted on Agril

a n

April 2014 — PERU - The authorities in Peru say they are evacuating people living near the Ubinas
volcane, in the south of the country, becaunsz of increased activity. Officials said it would take thres days to
move 4,000 residents and their livestock to safer grounds. Ubinas, Pera’s most active volcano. recently began
spewing ash clouds up to 4km (fwo miles) high. An eruption of cinder and toxic gases in 2006 killed livestock
and forced a similar evacuation. Last week, the Peruvian government declared a state of emergency in the
provinces closest to the volcano to help those most-affected. Agriculture Minister Juan Benites said the
residents and their 30,000 animals, including llamas and alpacas, would be moved to an area 20km (12
miles) away. The 5.672-metre (18.605-fcot) volcano is locatad about 100 kilometers (60 miles) east of
Arequipa, Peru’s second-most populous city. -BBC

Mt. Everest avalanche kills 12: Regardless of the final toll, it’s the single deadliest day ever on Everest —
surpassing the eight deaths in May 1996 when a storm struck. That tragedy was the basis for the best-selling
book Into Thin Air. According to Reuters, the avalanche “hit the most popular route to the mountain’s peak...
between base camp and camp 1.7 CNN says the site of the dizaster is about 20,000 feet above sea level.
Everest’s peak is an estimated 29,035 feet above sea level. This is the climbing seazon on Everest, which more
than 4,000 peopls have successfully climbed. About 250 have died on the mountain that borders Nepal and
Tibet, Reunters notes. The Sherpas who were killed Friday and some climbers had in recent days been setting
ropes, preparing camps and acclimating to the altitude, CNN reports.
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" Hundreds of earthquakes strike cen-
tral Idaho, rattling nerves

. Sy Laura Zuckarman n n n
REUTERS Aprll 15, 2014 9:25 PM Y + X

By Laura Zuckerman i a

L=t

SALMOMN, ldaho {Reuters) - Hundreds of low-
level and medium-sized earthquakes have struck
cenfral Idaho since last month, puzzling geolo-
gists who wonder whether the ruptures portend a
much larger temblor to come or are merely the
rumblings of a seismic fault previously thought to
be dormant.

The recent earthguake swarm, beginning on S OFFERENDS APR30. LEARNBMORE «
MMarch 24 and climaxed by a 4.9 magnifude
fremor on Saturday. has produced no reports of Related Stories
injuries or severs damage but has rattled nerves  4.9-magnitude earthquake ratiles central ldaho  As-
in a region where ldaho's most powerful known ~ =°08Ed Fress
quake, measured at 6.9, killed two children in Yellowstone National Park ratiled by largest earth-
1983, quake in 34 years Reuters

Magnitude 9.4 quake strikes near Managua in Mica-
Saturday's earthquake was the strongest record- ™99us -USGS Reuters
ed in the state since 2005 and was followed on  Another earthquake rattles southern Californis fiol-
owirg 5.1 quake Reuters

Monday by a magnitude 4.4 event that struck 10
Series of small earthquakes rock Oklahoma in rec-

miles north of the small ranching community of 4
ord seismic activity Reulers

Challis, Idaho, according to the U.5. Geological
Survey.

The Challis fremor knocked pictures and animal mounts from wallg, ratiled dishes off tables and
was felt by residents in neighboring Montana more than 100 miles from the quake's epicenter,
officials =aid.
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Scientists puzzled by recent flurry of quakes in central Idaho

April zo14 — BOISE, Idaho (AP) - Three portable seismographs will be installed in the Challiz area in
central Idaho to help axperts bettar understand a recent flurry of earthquakes, Harley Banz, scisntist in
charge of the 1.5, Geological Survey’s National Earthquake Information Canter, said scientists decided
Tuszday to put in the devices, One of them should be in place by Wednesday and two more within a week to
record fature earthquakes, “It certainly has gotten the attention of the state and our regional pariners,” Benz
said, “So what we're tryving to do is put in ap array to get a better feel for the location of the events and the
depths and the rate of activity.” The U.5. Geclogical Survey has recorded a saquence of quakes rumbling the
arza, the largest of them being a 4.1-magnitnde quake on Thursday, a 4.9 quake on Sunday and a 4.4 on
Monday. Smaller quakes bave also bean recorded, including five on Monday ranging from 2.5 to 3.3 in
magnitnde, Three of the guakes took place within a 40-minute spamn starting about g2z p.m. Monday, The
guakesz have ranged from about & to 15 miles northwest of Challis in lizhtly populated Custer County. “Paople
are asking: ‘I= this going to lead to a bizzer sarthquake?™ said Benz, bazed in Golden, Colo, “And the answer
is we simply don't know.” He noted the earthquakes are in the same region as Idaho’s largest recorded quake,
a B.g-magnitude in 1983 near Eorah Feak, Idaho's tallast peak at 12 667 feet. Linda Lompkin, a dispatcher for
the Custer County Sheriff's Office in Challis, said she personally is expecting ancther big one, but residents in
general have become accustomed to the recent temblors.
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e Massive sinkhole threatens homes in Sumter
County, Florida

A massive sinkhole threatens two homes in Sumter County. Peter Carpenter, a spokesperson with
the Villages Fire Department said the sinkhole on Chalmer Terrace near St. Charles Place opened
up a few weeks ago near the Villages. "It started as just a small hole in one yard, so the
homeowners called out someone to fix it,” Carpenter said. However, since that time, the hole has
expanded more and more and now it's at a point where authorities are worried about both

homes. “It's about 25-30 feet across at the surface and we're estimating between 40 and 60 feet
deep,” said geologist Drew Glasbrenner. And just Saturday night alone, the sinkhole was spreading
across the yard towards the roadway. A few months ago, the homeowner called Bracken Engineers
out to investigate sinkhole activity.

Massive sinkhole threatens homes in Sumter County
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Fish wiped out in Ocean Shores

T e . > e g g - £. > SN ") -"‘" & il RCT Y
A fish kill at Capricornia Canal in Ocean Shores on Friday, next to containers of the herbicide Wipe-
Out 450.

A fish kill was reporied at Capricomnia Canal in Ocean Shores on Friday

Resident Reid Waters told The Echo, ‘It was probably caused by a natural event, but one cannot
dismiss the environmental effect of six drums dumped into an isolated reach of the upper canal'. The
weed control herbicide Wipe-Out 450 drums were found with their caps on, says Mr Waters.

He says that fish kills happen fairly regularly. ‘it's right across from my house and | can smell them
from here,” he said.

Executive manger of planning and environment Ray Damey told The Echo preliminary testing of the
area had shown low levels of oxygen within the canal.

‘This is a natural occurrence after recent rains following an extended dry period.’” he said. ‘It is
unknown where the drums have come from and we would appreciate any information from the public
being forwarded on.’
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Breaking News ERBE increaszes fuel prices

Mysterious disease Kills fish in Gwembe's Siabbamba dam

howgoMecmgoinMorze </ oxt oz & Pt

Wed 16 Apr. 2014, 14 A 1Eals L e

A MYSTERICUS disease is killing fish in Gwembe's Siabbamba dam as Chilanga Fisheries Research wams residenis
against eating the dead fizh.

Chief fisheries research officer, Mbanmwai Mbewe, said the cause of the fish mortality was complex although he ruled out
overcroveding as there was enough water in the dam.

Since the dam was stocked with fish in 2008, it has never been cropped.

Mbewe said samples of the dead fish and water had been sent to University of Zambia (UNZ4) School of Veterinary for
further analysis and verification to determine the cause of fish mortality.

"We are suspecting that fish could have died from bacterial or fungal infeclions because some of it had lesions, but thiz
can only be confirmed after findings from UNZA Schoaol of veterinary,” Mboewe said in an interview with MAIS.

Mbewe wamed the community not to consume the fish from the dam before resulis were made known because of
suspicions of poisoning as people were in the habit of using wrong methods of fishing.

And senior headman of Mamalyo fishing camp, Misheck Nansanti, has called on the police to investigate death threals
he was receiving from the fishermen.

Manzanti zaid =ome fishermen threatened to kill him if he continued fo enforce laws on good fishing methods.

He =aid he had been receiving death threais after he banned the use of small fishing nets and other bad methods of
fishing.

Mansati called on the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock to explain fo the natives on the imporiance of adopting good
fizhing methods.
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Reported fish kill in the Rio Salado

Ranchers fear the water flow has been contaminated with a chemical, as
the Falcon would be threatened
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Operate successfully
Edwin Ramiro

04/16/2014 Child Edwin Ramiro
Carciz Gutiarraz was operatad
successfally in Reynosa by
medical spacializts, to ramove his
tumor prazenting in the upper lip
Ecocide left jobless

families

04/16/2014 Populator of Arcabuz,
Tamaulipas, threw his nat into the
river when he saw the driver of 2
white pipe discharzad liquid in the
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By: MONICA LOBO

LT © snare

04/16/2014

" o NUEVO LAREDO -. Thousands of dead fish
(ME | appeared overnight at the Sait River, which
.2 2 happened to have its clean and clear waters,
green and with a strong smell of rotten.
Producers Association filed Rio Salade Conagua a written
complaint for fear that "someone" has launched its waters
some chemical or pollutant.
Trinidad Benavides, president of irrigation users Salado River.
said on Tuesday & April, one of his farm workers reported that
the water was greenish, because Sunday was still clean and
almost crystalline.
"The worker saw that the water had changed color. There were
lots of dead fish and scavengers were feasting, "said
Benavides.
The contaminated water was detected in the Rancho Santa
Cecilia and La Trinidad, and on Wednesday, had reached La




e

Arecodpopision  Coker n o g i 2 e



Hundreds of chickens die of botulism

By: Jewel Levy | jewel@cfp.ky

v a ) wiwen (7] [CEEE)

» Be the Niret person to ehars your comment

Hundrade of chickens that were reguiarly seen around the Mission House naightorhood have died
of botulism. Pedro YWatler, saen here feeding the chickans n 2012, £ays they have baan dropping
dead over e past two weeks. - PHOTO: JEWEL LEVY

More than 400 feral chickens in Bodden Town have died of botulism, sccording to a post-
mortem examination carried out by the Department of Agriculture

The birds began dying more than two weeks 3go, residents in the area said.

Brian Crichlow of the Department of Agriculture said 3 post-mortem exam on one of the
birds revealed botulism. The bird was also tested for avian flu, with negative results.

Mr. Crichlow said botulism is not spread by direct contact with affected chickens, but there
is @ “low potential for spreading to humans and other animals through consumption of
dead chickens” contaminated with the botulism toxin
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200 dead ﬁsh at Fountain Lake baffles biologists

Posted: Apr 17

Updstea: Apr 1

By Ashley Monfort - email

RICHMOND, VA (WWET) - Richmond biclegists are busy trying to figure out
what killed 3 cantain type of fich st Fountain Lake in Byrd Park. There have been
fish kils at the lake before, but biologists say this incident is unusual.

On Thursday, Douglyne Wsliace was out for 3 walk and 9-year-old Alexander
Rizzi was feeding the geese. Only a few fest away were dozens of dead fish.

"Just to see them floating kind of bothers me 3 little bit,” said Wallace.

"It makes me feel Bke scared,” s3id Rizzi. "Because you can se= dead fish, it's
like very weird."

A biologist with the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality says the fish
had been dead sbout 24 hours before the fish kill was reported. Biclogists say
only the blue gills are dead and they don't know why, but they do have some
theories

"Some of the water samples showed the pH, the acidity level, was unususlly high
which indicates some kind of problem in the water,” said Bill Hayden with the
DEQ.

Biclegists are looking to see if someathing toxic was dumped in the water. They
say since 3 specic fish was killed, it's unikely that is a factor.
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Dead fish wash up at Sungei Buloh reserve
PUBLISHED ON APR 18, 2014 6:55 AM @@

Dead fish were found along river banks at Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve. — ST PHOTO: KUA CHEE SIONG

BY GRACE CHUA

Thousands of dead grey mullet, a popular farmed fish, washed up at Sungei Buloh
\Wetland Reserve yesterday, startling visitors there.

In the afternoon. as the high tide went out, dead fish brought in by the tide were left along
river banks, though native halfbeak fish in the Sungei Buloh Besar river seemed
unafiected.
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Chautauqua Lake fish kill creates
mess

Stary Comments Share Print Font Sze
Pastad: Friday, Aprll 15, 20M4 T:0d0 am
By WADE ROBERT 30N Speclal to The Era 0 commania
BEMUS POIMT, N.¥. — Hundreds of dead fish hawe been discovered along Bermus Paoint on Chautauqua Lake.

With the ice melting off the lake, westerly winds began washing many of the floating, d=ad fish onto the shoreline
Friday evening, piling up the siery bodies in front of cabins and onto beaches. By Saturday evening the numbers
had increased into the hundreds and were of some concermn.

Local authosities surmise the dead fish have succumbed to what is termed a3 “winter fish kil

Though the numbers are significant, they are not deemed to be any danger to the public health, more of 3 smelly
nuisance. Opinions on how to dispose of the fish have been vaned. Some proposed just leaving the fish for the
coons and gulls.

With the temperatures still cool, the fish have not yet presented 3 problem. When the weather warms and
decomposition begins, the smell cannot help but become of concern. A single dead fish can produce a strong odor;
hundreds of rotting fich could well become unbearable.

Local residents can't recall 3 fish kill ke this other than the carp virus epidemic years back. Debbie Loomis, whose
lakefront property has been in the family for ower 100 years, has never seen as many white bass, perch, crappies
and bass die off in such numbers before.
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About 200 fish turn up dead in
Byrd Park lake

Story Comments Image (2) Print Font Size:

I (1) wiweet (1] (841 0| [Pme] 0

Posted: Wednesday, April 16, 2014 9:37 pm | Updatfed: 11:32
Previous || Next pm Thu Apr 17. 2014
pm, 1 pr17, 201

BY BRANDON SHULLEETA AND REX SPRINGSTON
Richmond Times-Dispatch

Adolph Anderson was aimlessly dipping an
empty fishhook into Fountain Lake at Byrd
Park on Wednesday afternoon when a man
excitedly pointed out a massive carp
swimming nearby.

Joel Husted

Dozens of fish were dead at Byrd Park’s Fountain Lake Anderson poIiter informed the man that he
on Wednesday. had no interest in fishing at Fountain Lake
after what he had just seen. The lake was
littered with about 200 dead fish.

“Great doggy!” said Edwin Ruffin, another
visitor to the lake on Wednesday, after he
saw several dozen dead fish. “That’s gross.
Wow. You can even smell that odor now. ...
Somebody needs to look into this.”

Bill Hayden, a spokesman for the state
Department of Environmental Quality, said
the agency learned about the fish Kill
Wednesday afternoon and sent a biologist
to check.
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Millions of dead fish found floating and lying in
Thondamanaru lagoon area

Sat, 2014-04-19 05:50 — editor

Personal TV Vaisakhi Special
+ South Asian TV 4 Pack

+ High Speed 10 Internet $79.90 - :

+ Personal Home Phone O R B A (R ’ Shaw)

Colombo, 19 April, (Asiantribune.com): S0al of fish, may be a couple of million — our reporter lost count of it,
were seen dead floating and lying in the shores of Thondamanaru and
around the Barrage area located in the Valvetiturai Kankesanthurai Road.

¥ Mysteriously all those dead fishes found in
Thondamanaru Lagoon area were almost
one kind which in Tamil called “Thirali,” a
typical edible small fish found solely in
Palk Strait area.

These fishes were said to be dead and
floating and were seen in heaps in the
shore from last Thursday and Friday.

As the dead fishes started polluting the
Selva Sannathi Temple area, Karaveddy
Divisional Secretary K. Sivasri, Valvetiturai
Urban Council Chairman N.Anandarajah
and representatives of the Fisheries
Societies visited the area and took
measures to remove dead fishes.

Asian Tribune learnt the Sri Lankan Army
personnel were also involved in the
cleaning operation along with workers of
Valvetitural and Valikamam East Pradesha
Sabhas.

‘Three tractor loads of dead fishes were
: collected and taken and buried around the
sea shores in Thondamanaru.

It remains mysterious why particularly
Thirali fish only died.
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Sars Research Lab Loses 2,000 Tubes
of Killer Virus

~
- April 15, 2074 13:55 GMT

The Pasteur Institute in Pans reported it lost 2,349 tubes containing Sa S Vifus

IA prestigious research institute in France said it had lost thousands of
tubes of samples of the deadly Sars coronavirus.

IA routine inventory check at Paris’ Pasteur Institute revealed that 2,349
tubes containing fragments of the virus responsible for the deaths of 774
people in 2002 were missing, the centre named after French chemist
Louis Pasteur said.

The institute was quick to reassure the public and said that the contents
of the missing vials had no infectious potential. They contained only part
of the virus and had no ability to spread.

"Independent experts referred by health authorities have qualified such
potential as 'non-existing' according to the available evidence and
literature on the survival of the Sars virus," the institute said.
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DEATH TOLL IN EBOLA OUTBREAK
RISES TO 121

EY SARAH DILOREMNZO

DAKAR, Senegal (AF) - An WORLD VIDED
outbreak of Ebola in West Africa
has been linked to the deaths of

more than 120 people, according to Adobe Flash Flayer Settings
the latest World Health

Local Storage oW
launch, newsinc.com Is requesting

Organization count
_ ) permission to store information on your

There is no vacdne and no cure for computer

the deadly virus, and its appearance
ar C. . - Requested: up ta 10 KB

_— AEria E it

in West Af ,_a_. far from its .13ua..1 Cumrently Used: 0 KB

sites in Central and East Africa has

caused some panic. ""L_ |ﬂ Allow | L'= Deny

Health workers are trying to contain
its spread, trackdng down anyones
with whom the sick have had

contact. Mali anmounced Tussday that
samples from all its suspected cases

had tested negative for the diseass.
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West Africa Ebola confirmed in outbreak is new strain

April 2014 — AFRICA - The Ebola virus in western Africa is a novel strain that probably evolved locally
and circulated for months before the outbreak became apparent, researchers said. The index case is probably
a 2-year-old child from Guinea’s Guéckédon prefecturs who died Dec. 6, 2013 — several months befors the
outbreak was recognized in March, according to Stephan Giuinther, MD. of the Bernhard Nocht Institute for
Tropical Medicine in Hamburg, Germany. and colleagues. The findings come from an early epidemiclogical
“look-back” and genetic examination of virus samples from 15 patients. Ginther and colleagues reported
online in the New England Journal of Medicine. The report comes as the World Health Organization is
raporting that the outbreak now includes 202 suspected or confirmed cases — 168 in Guinea, 28 in Liberia.
and six in Mali, There have been 121 deaths, Meanwhile, the health ministry in Guinea was optimistic that the
worst is over. A spokesman told reporters the rate of new cases has slowed dramatically in Guinea and the
outbreak is nearly under control. Reuters news agency quoted spokssman Rafi Dialle as saying: “The number
of new cases has fallen rapidly” and the most recent cases are people who are not sick but are being
monitorad because they had been in contact with those who had fallen ill. “Once we no longer have any new
cases ... we can say that it is totally under control.” Diallo was quoted as saying, Ginther and colleagues
studied samples from 15 patients and concluded the virus affecting them is a novel version of ebolavirus,
which has five species: Zaire ebolavirus (or EBOV), Sudan ebolavirus, Bundibugyo ebolavirus, Reston
ebolavirns, and Tai Forest ebolavirus, The first three have cansed major ontbreaks in Africa. while the Tai
Forest species has been responsible for a single human case, and the Reston species, which circulates in the
Philippines, affects nonhuman primates but not people.
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Report: Ebola Suspected In Europe: “Broken Through All
Containment Efforts™

Mac Slavo 0o You 7o) I7 '
SHTFPlan.com =1 Tube B ud: \Q

April 21, 2014

Though officials at the World Health Organization are feverishly working to stop the spread of the Ebola
virus in what is now seven African nations, their efforts may be for naught. In Guinea, a hot spot for the
deadly contagion, government health officials have said that the outbreak is nearly under control.

Yet, Reuters reports that the government “planned to stop publicly releasing the death toll to avoid causing
unnecessary panic.”

But panic may be in order.

Despite the best efforts of
emergency health workers it
appears that virus may have crossed

out of Africa into Europe.
The outbreak of Ebola Virus
in seven west African N T
Sounitried has broken N DEADLY EBOLA OUTBREAK IN WEST AFRICA
through all containment DAY m ;g EAK - CAN
efforts and is spreading like mm NOW DALLAS . 48"  L0S s © sq PHOEMIX € 7‘
wildfire. According to
Christian Reliefgroups Image: Ebola Outbreak (YouTube).

working in Guinea and
Liberia, the number of confirmed infections jumped 15% in just the last 24 hours. In
addition, 40 illegal alien migrant workers from the outbreak area, who came ashore in Pisa, Italy, are
showing signs of Ebola infection and are being isolated in Pisa Italy because of fever and
“conjunctivitis” (bloody around the eyes). According to the World Health Organization, this strain of
Ebola is entirely new and although it is close to the Zaire strain, it is different, thus accounting for
false-negative test results..... for weeks!

Those false-negative results meant people who were actually infected with Ebola, were
returned to their families and neighborhoods to recover from what they believed was
the Flu or a case of food poisoning, only to spread the Ebola further.

The result has been a complete loss of containment of this Ebola outbreak.

With the likely arrival of Ebola in Pisa, Italy, the European continent is now at severe
risk.
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Saudi Arabia announces jump in new
cases of deadly MERS virus

BY ANGUS MCDOWALL

o commenTs | | W Tweet 44|  [I] share| Share this | 3+1| 2 Email & Print

RELATED TOPICS (Reuters) - Saudi Arabia confirmed 20 new cases of Middle East

Respiratory Syndrome (MERS)on Saturday and Sunday, adding

Health =

up to 49 infections in six days, a sudden increase of a disease that

kills about a third of the people infected and has no cure.

MERS, a SARS-like novel coronavirus that emerged in Saudi Arabia two years ago, has
infected 244 people in the kingdom, of whom 76 have died, the Health Ministry said on its

website.

However, Health Minister Abdullah al-Rabia on Sunday teld reporters there was no
scientific evidence vet to justify ordering additional preventative measures such as travel

restrictions.

He said he did not know why there had been a surge of cases in Jeddah but said it might be

part of a seasonal pattern since there was also a big rise in infections last April and May.

Another cluster of cases has been detected in the United Arab Emirates and a Malaysian

who was recently in the Gulf has been confirmed as infected, his country said.

MERS has no vaccine or anti-viral treatment, but international and Saudi health anthorities
say the disease, which originated in camels, does not transmit easily between people and

may simply die out.
Health experts have warned, however, that MERS has the potential to mutate eventually.

The number of officially confirmed Saudi cases has jumped suddenly over the past two

weeks.
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Wipe out! Plant disease could

wipe out world's supply of
BANANAS

A PLANT disease is threatening to wipe out the world’s supply of bananas, the United
Nations warned yesterday.

By: Mark Reynold

‘»_\ W Twest 3 2+ Share

Britons eat five milion bananas every year{GETTY]

Experis said the global crop of bananas, worth £3billion a year, was at risk of “massive
destruction” as the fungal disease spreads from Asia to Africa and the Middle East.

It could lead to reduced stocks in UK supemmarkets or a rise in prices if the crisis worsens.

More than 100 million tons of bananas are traded a year, with about five million consumed in
Britain.

They are the most-bought product in UK supermarkets.

On average, Britons eat 22Ib (10kg) of the energy-rich, nutritious fruit every year, equivalent to
about 100 bananas per person.

But a strain of Panama disease know as TR4 is now threatening production and export of the
fourth-most imporiant food crop for the world's poorest countries.
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Coffee surges on renewed concern about crop

8:25 AM Friday Apr 18, 2014

NEW YORK {AP) The price of coffee surged on Thursday on renewed concerns
about the outlook for Brazil's crop.

Coffee for July delivery jumped 15.25 cents, or 8.1 percent, to 52.04 per pound.

The price of coffee beans has risen abowt 85 percent this year on concerns that dry
weather in Brazil will damage the harvest there. Brazil is the world's largest coffee
producer, accounting for abouwt a third of global production, according to the
Internaticnal Coffee Organization.

The catalyst for the move higher on Thursday was a crop inspection report from
Fort Lauderdale, Florida-based coffee importer, Wolthers Douque. The report
predicted that 35 percent of the coffee crop would be lost in the South Minas
region of Brazil due to unfavorable weather.

Big price swings for coffee may become the norm in coming months, said Sterling
Smith, a commodities analyst at Citigroup.

"We're going to be seeing this happen frequently until we get a better idea of how
much damage was done to the crop,” Smith said. Coffee in Brazil isn't harvested
until June.

In other trading of agricultural products, wheat edged higher while corn and
soybeans fell.
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' US orange production hit by disease,
juice prices soar

Sy Jullstts Michel
20 hours age

New York (AFP) - A citrus disease spread by a
tiny insect has devastated Florida's orange crop,
which is expected to be the worst in nearly 30
years, and sent juice prices soaring on New York
markets.

The culprit? The gnat-sized Asian citrus psyllid.
which is infecting citrus trees across the Sun-
shine State with huanglengbing, or citrus green-

ing disease, which causes fruit to taste bitter and
fall from trees too soon. Gadit

"It feels we are losing the fight." said Ellis Hunt, the head of a family-run citrus farm spread
over about 5,000 acres (2,000 hectares) in the central Florida town of Lake Wales.
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NIBBLED to death: Researchers find parasitic diarrhea-
causing amoeba kills human cells 'like a piranha’

- Entamoeba histolytica causes a potentially fatal diarrhea common in the developing world
- Researchers found bug kills cells in a unique way

By Mark Prigg
FPublished: 23:33 GMT, 15 April 2014 | Updated: 03:35 GMT, 18 April 2014
Researchers have found a parasitic amoeba that kills human cells in a unique way - by nibbling them.

Entamoeba histolytica causes a potentially fatal diarrhea common in the developing world, infecting up to a third of children in
areas.

IThe team were stunned to discover it kills by taking small bites of the cell until it dies — and then losing all interest in eating the
remaining corpse.
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Entamoeba histolytica paraesitas Ingesting bites of Intestinal celle In 2 moues Inteatine,
captured ueing live two-photon microecopy. Tissuse was from a mouse expreasing
membrane-targeted green flucrescent protsin (green) and amoebae were coloursd bius.
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Giant killer hornets 'heading to Britain'
six deaths in France

Aprig, 20141141 By Tom McTague, Mikey Smith

he deadly homets are just one of hundreds of alien species invading the UK -

including poisonous weeds, giant rats and Killer prawns

A

*
-~

Deadly: Glant killer homets are coming

o
maa™t: la1

Fears are growing that giant killer hornets are heading for the UK, after causing the
deaths of six people in France.

The deadly Asian hornets have devastated villages across France since their arrival on
a shipment of Chinese pottery in 2004.

They can grow up to 5cm long - about twice the size of a standard hornet - and have
a 6mm sting.
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Winter Weather - J
Winter Weather Live Updates: Snow, Record Cold
Temperatures In the East, Central U.S.

Published: Apr 15, 2014, 5:53 PMEDT | weather.com

i g Most Popular
' | WINTRY NORTH TOMORROW S RS

Black Friday: Ghosth
by Seph Lawless (Pt

Photos of a Blood M
of 2014 Wows Stargz

The Amazing Lives ¢

50 Ways to be a Dare
(PHOTOS)

Breathtaking Views
World's Most Bizarr

11 Ghostly Shipwre
(PHOTOS)

Winter Weather Live
Temperatures In the

More Snow for Ohio Valley and Northeast Autoplay [EI OFF
World's Scariest Airg

The Science Bah World's Most Bizarre

Melt

& TODA'

More Snow for Ohio WUWA: Snow in 2014 Winter Finally The Science B¢
Valley and Northeast  Cleveland Explained Snow Melt

After a faste of spring to end this past week, the Rockies and Midwest are flipping to a wintry feel as
colder temperatures dive south the next couple of days. In fact, there will be just enough cold air in place
fo result in wet snow accumulations in parts of these regions.

Record cold gripped parts of the Midwest Tuesday moming. Among larger cities, Sioux Falls, S.D.
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Detroit snow breaks records, topples power
lines, creates flooding risk

Dietroit snow record: A spring storm broke Detroit's 133-year-old record for snowfall totals: This

winter, Detroit got 94.8 inches of snow, topping the previous record from 1880-1881 by more than an
inch.

By Acsaclated Press / Aprl 15, 2014

A, Stop 5ign |e coverad In snaw In
Dedrolt, Tuaeday, Aprll 15, 2014, A
Epring Etomm laf roads slippery across
Michigan and shattzrad seasanal
Engwitall records In Catroft @nd Fllm.

Paul SancyalAP

In Plctures: Caping with the weather In

2014

@ Enlarge

Fid @0

EVART, MICH.

A spring storm shattered seasonal smowfall records in Detroit and Flint, as melting snow and rising

rivers from heawvy rain threatened homes Tuesday.

The smow came after a weather roller coaster Monday,
In Pictures: Coping with
the weathes In 2014 with rivers owerflowing their banks and hundreds of

thousands of people losing power. Mid-TOs
temperatures in some parts of the state tumbled below
freezing by Tuesday moming.

Ralated atorl
. B_D = By the time the snow ended Tuesday morning, 3.1

§ The 10 moet expansive ] ] . )
U% natural diszsters inches had fallen at Detfroit Metropolitan Airport in

Romulus, pushing the seasonal total to 4.8 inches, and

making it the snowiest winter on record, the weather
Cape Cod and Maine hammered by bllzzand

sonmtans service said. That exceedad the

USA Uipdate: Spring equina: has asmived previous Detroit seasonal record of 23.6 inches from the
{taday, oMclzly)! Someaana bether 10 winter. S aan

[uideo) (oM winter of 1220-1321.
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Monster El Nino May Be
Brewing, Experts Say

BY JOHN ROACH

R eady for a "90s El Nifo flashback?

Researchers are keeping a close eye on a giant pool
of abnormally warm water in the Pacific Ocean that some
think could trigger another El Nifo of epic proportions if it
rises to the surface, sending weather patterns into a tizzy
around the world.

That could mean heavy rains in drought-stricken California,
dry weather across the Midwest and East Coast, and
parched landscapes in Australia and South Africa while it
pours in South America. The phenomenon is linked to the
periodic warming of surface waters in the eastern tropical
Pacific Ocean.
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China's President Xi urges greater
military use of space

REUTERS 21 hours ago

EEIJING (Reuters) - Chinese President Xi
Jimping urged the air force to adopt an integrated
air and space defence capability, in what state
media on Tuesday called a response fo the in-
creasing military use of space by the United
States and others.

While Beijing insists its space program is for
peaceful purposes, a Pentagon report last year
highlighted China's increasing space capabilities
and zaid Beijing was pursuing a variety of activi-

fies aimed at preventing its adversaries from us-
ing space-based assets during a crisis.

Fears of a space arms race with the United
States and other powers mounted after China
blew up cne of its own weather satellites with a
ground-based missile in January 2007.

A defailed analysis of satellite imagery published
in March provided additional evidence that a Chi-
nese rocket launch in May 2013, billed as a re-

search mission, was actually a test of a new anti-
satellite weapon.

Visiting air force headquariers in Beijing, Xi, who is also head of the military, told officers "to
speed up air and space integration and sharpen their offensive and defensive capabilities",
¥inhua news agency said late on Monday.
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2 000 PLA troops could invade
Diaoyutai in 5 hours: WSJ

Staff Reporter 2014-04-15  15:24 (GMT+2)

-

A Zubr-class landing craft. (Intemet photo)

Zhina has the ability to depioy 2,000 troops to the disputed Diaoyutai
slands (Diacyu to China, Senkaku to Japan) in just five hours using its
‘our Zubr-class air-cushioned landing craft purchased from Russia,
according fo an Apr. 2 report in the Wall Street Journal.

Although Lieutenant General John Wissler, the commanding general of
‘he US Marine Corps in Okinawa, says that the United States is capable
of wiping out invading Chinese forces without mobilizing ground forces,
MNestern military expert have begun to question whether Washington and
Tokyo are capable of defending Okinawa from a potential PLA invasion

4 single Zubr-class landing crafl can transport 500 soldiers and 150
:onnes of equipment.

The Bell Boeing MV-22 Osprey filtrotor aircraft, deployed by the US in
Okinawa, is four times faster than the Zubr-class landing craft; however, it
would still be unable to stop a full-scale Chinese invasion of the islands
secause a single tiltrotor aircraft is only able to carry 24 combat personnel
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Japan expands army footprint for first
time in 40 years, risks angering China

: Sy Nobuhiro Kubo n n D n
REUTERS Aprl 18, 2014 7:58 AM Y+ X

By Nobuhiro Kubo

YONAGUNI, Japan (Reuters) - Japan began its
first military expansion at the western end of ifs
island chain in more than 40 years on Saturday.
breaking ground on a radar station on a tropical
island off Taiwan.

The move risks angering China, locked in a dis-
pute with Japan over nearby islands which they
both claim.

Japanese Defense Minister Itsunori Onedera,
who attended a ceremony on Yonaguni island to

mark the start of construction, suggested the mil-
itary presence could be enlarged to other islands
in the seas southwest of Japan's main islands.

"This is the first deployment since the U.S. re-
turned Okinawa (1972) and calls for us to be
more on guard are growing,” Onodera told re-

porters. "l want to build an operation able to

Dr OZ:"Better than a facelift’ I3

properly defend islands that are part of Japan's

territory." Related Stories

The military radar station on Yonaguni, part of a  Japan to arm remote western island, risking more

_ < China tension Reuters
longstanding plan to improve defense and sur- <

S defence chief wams China, drawing parsliel with

veillance, gives Japan a lookout just 150 km (93 =
rimea AFP

¢ ] ==

miles) from the Japanese-held islands claimed
by China

2 0

hina's booming military spending belies caution
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EUROPE

Citing Russian Moves, NATO Plans New

Deployments

By JAMES KANTER APRIL L&, 2014

ERUSSELS — The head of NATO

O pledged on Wednesday to immediately
step up military patrols along the

v alliance’s vast eastern border in

=) response to mounting evidence of

Enssian interference in Ukraine.

BELLE The announcement by Anders Fogh

Rasmussen, the secrefary general of
the North Aflantic Treaty

Organization, appeared to be ancther

nytnow sign that the confrontation with Russia
Thiz stary is over Ukraine was becoming more
ncluded with an .

YT Maw acute. But Mr. Rasmussen emphasized

sebsrEtan that the move was designed to be a
e deterrent rather than preparation for
conflict.

“0ur decisions today are about
defense, deterrence and de-
escalation,” Mr. Rasmussen said in a
statement posted on the NATO
website, “NATO will protect every ally
and defend against any threat against
our fundamental security,” he said.

Use up to 35% fewer miles on
Market Fare Flight Rewards.

RELATED COVERAGE

&

Ukraine’s Push East Falters as
Militants Seize Army Vehicles

Russia Is Quick to Bend Truth Abc
ﬁ Ukraine

Even so, the moves represent a significant strengthening of NATO's
posture in a region where it is already operating an air-policing mission
in the Baltic states and surveillance flights over Poland and Romania.

MIr. Rasmussen said the decision on Wednesday meant that aircraft will
fly more sorties over the Baltic region and that allied ships will deploy to
the Baltic Sea, the eastern Mediterranean and elsewhere, as required. Metwor
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MOVING THE GOAL POSTS

Did Putin just announce that heis
annexing eastern Ukraine?

First you grab city hall ...

In recent weeks, Russian president Vladimir Putin has been pretty clear about his

Ukraine strategy. He annexed Crimea, he said, because were it not for a sentimental
gesture by Nikita Khrushchev, the region would have remained part of Russia, as it

historically had been. He was simply righting a historical misstep, he said.
But with eastern Ukraine, Putin’s critics have said, he had a harder case for
a territorial claim. Until today. In his marathon news conference, Putin repeatedly

called a broad swathe of eastern Ukraine “New Russia.” He said it was part of Russia

proper during the Czarist era, but was inexplicably plopped into Ukraine not long
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Pentagon mulls deployment as Poland asks for
10,000 troops

ey s
US soldiers stand in front of a Patriot missile battery at an army base in the northern
Polish town of Morag {AFP Photo)

I 23| | Twest |26 [, ipont | @ suomit, [Ze1|[1e [t ]

He Pentagen may deploy more ground troops in
Poland, although the number may be much smaller

than what the eastern Eurcpean NATO member wants
o see. Washington is seeking to reassure allies amid fears of a Russian aggression.

Warsaw and Washington may announce the deployment of additional American troops
in Poland next week, Polish Defense Minister Tomasz Siemoniak said following a
meeting with his US counterpart, Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel at the Pentagon on
[Thursday.

He added that Poland would play a leading role in the NATO build-up of trocps in
Eastern Europe, "under US patronage,” the Washington Post reported. He added that the
US needs to “re-pivot” back to Europe from Asia to counter "Russian aggression”™ in
Ukraine.

Siemoniak earlier called on the Pentagon to deploy as many as 10,000 American troops
in his country. Poland already hosts some 100 to 150 US military servicing a battery of
surface-to-air Patriot missiles, which was deployed in 2010 to give Warsaw more
confidence for hosting elements of the NATO anti-ballistic missile shield in Europe.
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EDWARD LUCAS: | hope I'm wrong but
historians may look back and say this was
the start of World War lll

"Vladimir Putin is striking at the heart of the West'

"'We can chose to surrender any responsibility we have to protect Ukraine
and the Baltic states’

'Or we can mount a last-ditch attempt to deter Russia from furthering its
imperial ambitions'

'If we choose to resist Putin, we will risk a terrifying miltary escalation’

'l do not think it an exaggeration to say this could bring us to the brink of
nuclear war'
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April 18, 2014, 0318 pm

White House mum on idea of
targeting Putin's billions

By Justin Sink

f o1 » My s o COMMENTS 6

The White House on Friday refused to comment on reports that Russian President Viadimir Putin's
personal wealth could be targeted if the West were to move ahead with additional sanctions over
Ukraine.

"I'm not going to get into foreshadowing particular individuals or entities that the United States may
target,” national security adviser Susan Rice told reporters at the White House. "But let me just say
we've been clear that there are additional individuals, officials, close associates of senior leadership,
oligarchs and those entities that they are associated with that remain very much potential targets of
additional sanctions.”

The Times of London reported Friday that the U S.
was preparing a sanctions regime that would target

cl_ch HERE 'I'o Putin's personal wealth, which includes a reported

$40 billion stashed in Swiss bank accounts.

DOWN LOAD Putin's actual holdings are a tightly held secret, and
THE HlLL!s ; the extent of his heldings are difficult to estimate.

But a threat of trying to freeze the Russian
NEW REPLICA president's personal assets could have played a role

IPAD APP ; el in a deal brokered Thursday by foreign ministers
: from the U S, Ukraine, Russia and European

Union.

ADVERTISEMENT

Under that deal, Western powers agreed to hold off
on additional sanctions if pro-Russian separatist
groups agree to disarm and leave occupied
government buildings in Eastern Ukraine.

President Obama expressed guarded optimism that deal would work during a press conference on
Thursday.
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Rouhani says lran sanctions will un-
ravel in months

REUTERS Aprl15, 2014 11:31 AM

DUEBAI (Reuters) - President Hassan Rouhani
zaid on Tuesday international sanctions on Iran
would unravel in months following negotiations
with world powers on itz nuclear program, the of-
ficial IRMNA news agency reporied.

Some infernational zanctions imposed over
Iran's nuclear program have been eased tempo-
rarily after a deal was reached last year with

world powers, but Washington has said the lifting

of sanciions can only happen "in total" after a svwent to mark Nawroz
comprehensive deal is reached.

"With your suppor, this govemment has taken
the first steps towards the lifting of the brutal
sanctions ... We will witness the sancticns shat-
tering in the coming months,” Rouhani teld a
crowd during a tour of Sistan-Baluchestan, a res-
five underdeveloped province bordering Paki-
stam.

"Today we already see the zanctions unravel-

ing." he said, according to IRMNA, referring to the

modest easing of zanctions in return for conces-

gions made by Rouhani's government in nuclear Belated Stories
falks with world powers.
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Al-Qaeda leader vows to attack America

Al Qaeda's second in command al-Wuhaishi shows
face in video documenting one the largest
gatherings of the organization, vows to harm
America.

Reulers
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The leader of al Qaeda's wing in Yemen has vowed fo attack the
United States, in a video apparenily showing a gathering of the
group celebrating a mass jailbreak of fighters.

* Follow Ynetnews on Facebook and Twitter

In February, attackers mounied a bomb, grenade and gun assault
on the main prizon in Sanaa in which 29 inmates, including 19
jailed for terrorism-related cimes, escaped.

Related stories:
* Yemen urged to take immediate action against al-Gaeda
* Yemen drone strike kills 4 Gaeda terrorists
* Experts in Yemen: US overreacted to terror threat

The 15-minute video, dated March 2014 and posted on a websile
used by Izlamisis, shows masked men waving al Qaeda's black
flag and celebrating the arrival of the freed prizoners.

Itz authenticity could not be independently verified.

"The Crusader enemy, dear brothers, =till possesses cards which
he moves arcund. We have fo remember that we are always
fighting the biggest enemy,” says a man speaking in the open in a

miountainous area, whom the video identifies as its leader Nasser
al-Wuhaighi.

Craal) algha)

il 100 il Lpsnss gl 8 Rl s



The Sydney Morning FHerald

World

nere: Home » World

Suspected Islamic extremists abduct over 100
female students from Nigerian school

Haruna Umar

Eponsored Links

A family member waits for news of loved ones at Asokoro hospital in Abuja after Monday's bomb blast. Photfo: AP

Maiduguri, Nigeria: Suspected Islamic extremists abducted over 100 female students from a
school in northeast Nigeria before dawn on Tuesday, but some of the teens managed to escape
from the back of an open truck, officials said.

The girls were abducted after midnight from a school in Chibok, on the edge of the Sambisa
Forest that is an insurgent hideout, said Borno state police commissioner Tanko Lawan.
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#= China on course to become ‘world’s most
Christian nation’ within 15 years

It is said to be China's biggest church and on Easter Sunday thousands of worshippers will flock to
this Asian mega-temple to pledge their allegiance — not to the Communist Party, but to the

Cross. The 5,000-capacity Liushi church, which boasts more than twice as many seats as
Westminster Abbey and a 2061t crucifix that can be seen for miles around, opened last year with one
theologian declaring it a “miracle that such a small town was able to build such a grand church’. The
£8 million building is also one of the most visible symbols of Communist China's breakneck
conversion as it evolves into one of the largest Christian congregations on earth. “It is a wonderful
thing to be a follower of Jesus Christ. It gives us great confidence,” beamed Jin Hongxin, a 40-year-
old visitor who was admiring the golden cross above Liushi’s altar in the lead up to Holy Week. "If
everyone in China believed in Jesus then we would have no more need for police stations. There
would be no more bad people and therefore no more crime,” she added. Officially, the People's
Republic of China is an atheist country but that is changing fast as many of its 1.3 billion citizens
seek meaning and spiritual comfort that neither communism nor capitalism seem to have supplied.

Christian congregations in particular have
skyrocketed since churches began
reopening when Chairman Mao’s death in
1976 signalled the end of the Cultural
Revolution. Less than four decades later,
some believe China is now poised to
become not just the world's number one
economy but also its most numerous
Christian nation. "By my calculations China
is destined to become the largest Christian
country in the world very soon,” said
Fenggang Yang, a professor of sociology at
Purdue University and author of Religion in
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Percentage of Protestant Americans Is in Steep Decline,
Study Finds

A cross-shaped window inside South Calvary Baptist Church in Indianapolis, Ind

By LAURIE GOODSTEIN

Published: October 8, 2012
For the first time since researchers began tracking the religious FACEBOOK
identity of Americans, fewer than half said they were Protestants, a W TWITTER

steep decline from 40 years ago when Protestant churches claimed

¥4 cooGLE+
the loyalty of more than two-thirds of the population.
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India court recognises transgender people
as third gender

A . > Pyt -
aye reports from one celebration by activists and

The BBC's Yogita Lim
fransgender people

India's Supreme Court has recognised transgender people as a third Related Stories

gender, in a landmark ruling.

It is the right of every human being to choose their gender,” it ssid in In pictures: India's

granting rights to those who identify themselves as neither male nor female. transgender games
Audio slideshow:

It ordered the government to provide transgender people with quotss in India's transgender

jobs and education in line with other minorities, as well as key amenities. community
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Lady Gaga Resurrects ‘Jesus’ in Soft-Porn Music Video

Jennifer LeClaire

An image from L

- e irrecting lacre fre P T e ) Vs y =)
rresurrecting Jesus from a tomb. (YouTube)

(=

Lady Gaga's music is often tasteless, though admittedly catchy. But the Madonna-esque pop star’s new
music video takes tasteless to new heights—and new lows—as the Christian masses prepare to
celebrate Resurrection Day.

In a grotesque video for the song “G.U.Y.,” Gaga has “resurrected” Jesus, Gandhi and Michael Jackson
after calling on her false gods. Listen to the demon-inspired lyrics: “Greetings Himeros/God of sexual
desire, son of Aphrodite/Lay back, and feast as this audio guides you through new and exciting
positions.”

At the heart of the song is a sex-change theme, suggesting it may not matter if you were “born this way”
after all. Gaga sings her intentions, explaining that the girls are the “G.U.Y.s,” meaning “Girl Under You,"
and the guys are the “G.L.R.L.;s,” meaning “Guy, I'm Romancing Loves.” The video simulates various
semipornographic group encounters, synchronized to the beat of the Billboard Top 100 song.

At one point in the video, Gaga not only resurrects Jesus from a tomb but also clones Him with the aid
of horned females. Gaga also takes on the form of a fallen angel—some Internet chatter suggests she's
channeling Satan—only to be born again.
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Adultery legal in US state after 223 years

Legislators in New Hampshire have voted to repeal 223-vear-old adultery ban

By David Millward, US Correspondent = Print this article
- 4:52PM BST 17 Apr 2014
= o' Share 151
3 ,f W Follow 1,767 foliowers s

Legislators in New Hampshire have voted to repesl a law dating back to

1781 which outiaws adultery > J Twitter 43

n sll around 20 states still have laws which ban married men and women

having sex with anyone other than their spouse.

G € whi ‘ . {0 unkedin
Gradusally these statutes, many of which dating back to the early days of

the United States, are disasppesaring, but not without s fight

Opponents say that the repeal is further evidence of moral decay in the

country USA
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Pew's Global Views On Morality
Poll Examines Homosexuality As
A Moral Issue

W Follow m }5;)

Great news for Spain's lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) community: the
nation tops a list of 40 countries most accepting of homosexuality, according to a Pew

Research Center's Global Views on Morality poll.

Fifty-five percent of Spanish participants surveved in the poll described
homosexuality as "morally acceptable,” while 38 percent deemed it "not 2 moral
issue." Just six percent felt that homosexuality was "morally unacceptable.”

The results were less optimistic in nations like Ghana and Russia, where 98 percent
and 72 percent of participants deemed homosexuality “morally unacceptable,”
respectively, In the United States, 35 percent felt that homosexuality was "not a moral
issue," while 37 percent described it as "morally unacceptable.” Twenty-three percent
of Americans felt it was "morally acceptable,” according to the poll.

The Global Views on Morality survey also examined national views on issues like
extramarital affairs, abortion and alcohol consumption. You can read more about the
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ﬁ Public smoke-out marks pot holiday in Colorado

DENVER (AP) — Tens of thousands of revelers raised joints, pipes and vaporizer devices to the sky
Sunday at a central Denver park in a defiant toast to the April 20 pot holiday, a once-underground
celebration that stepped into the mainstream in the first state in the nation to legalize recreational
marijuana. The 4:20 p.m. smoke-out in the shadow of the Colorado capitol was the capstone of an
Easter weekend dedicated to cannabis in states across the country. Although it is still against the law
to publicly smoke marijuana in Colorado, police reported only 130 citations or arrests over the course
of the two-day event, 92 for marijuana consumption. *It feels good not to be persecuted anymore,”
said Joe Garramone, exultantly smoking a joint while his 3-year-old daughter played on a vast lawn
crowded with fellow smokers. The Garramone family came from Hawaii, among the tens of
thousands who crowded into various cannabis-themed extravaganzas, from a marijuana industry
expo called the Cannabis Cup at a trade center north of downtown to 4/20-themed concerts at the
legendary Red Rocks Amphitheater. Acts included Slightly Stoopid and Snoop Dogg. At 4:20 p.m.,
an enormous plume of marijuana smoke wafted into the sky above downtown Denver as rapper
B.0.B. belted out his song “Strange Clouds,” with the hook: “And all we do is light it up, all night/All
you see is strange clouds/Strange clouds, strange clouds.” The Civic Center Park event is the most
visible sign of the pot holiday’s transformation.

It started as a defiant gathering of marijuana
activists, but this year the event has an
official city permit, is organized by an events
management company and featured booths
selling funnel cakes and Greek food next to
kiosks hawking hemp lollipops and glass
pipes. Gavin Beldt, one of the organizers,
said in a statement that the event is now a
“celebration of legal status for its use in
Colorado and our launch of an exciting new
experience for those attending.” Denver is
just one of many cities across the country
where 4/20 marijuana celebrations were
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Restaurant’s Easter Ad Shows Jesus

Smoking A Blunt

April 21, 2014 4:29 AM
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When I Get Back,
All I Want is the
Burger of the Gods.
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Vocativ
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What happens when Easter falls on 4/20?
Bad advertising. voe.tv/1i07227
9:34 AM - 20 Apr 2014

13 RETWEETS 14 FAVORITES

,
»

SEATTLE, Wash. (CBS Seattle) — A restaurant is

taking advantage of Easter falling on a specific date.

With Easter Sunday falling on 4/20, the Lunchbox
Laboratory has been using an ad showing Jesus
holding a sandwich to promote an Easter 2-for-1
promotion on their “Burger of the Gods,” according
to KOMO News.
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This Chart Shows Us How Bad The Economy Really Is:
“Flashing Red Warning”

Mac Slavo Yiu r- =
oy =

SHTFFPlan.com = ED YU -15-—."

April 15, 2014

Racent weeks have lad to a fairly significant drop in stock valuations. with many expert analysts strogpling
to figure out exactly why it's happening, You'll hear them cite the weather, or market overreaction, or any
number of reasons for why stocks have seen their share prices raduced and why they'll be rebounding in the
near-term.

What they won't show yon on mainstream financial channels iz what's really happening behind the scenes,

Forget about all the minute-by-minute noise for 2 moment and take a look at the following chart, Itgvez a
vary simple overview of earnings growih trends for stocks kisted on the S&P 500 on a quarterly basis,

Last vear saw what analysts wounld call fairly robust growth, and they had ne problem citing these mumbars
for evidence of economic recovery,

We're curions what they'd call it now, considering this chart shows a massive collapss in sarmings per share
growth across the board.

Fay cloze attention to that yellow line, which indicates growth (or lack thers of) for the first qnarter of 2044.
According to Zero Hedgze this is a Flashing Bed Wamming as earnings growth plunges to its lowest levels
sinee 20428

While the so-called “sxperts” wers adamant in repeating that one must ignore all Q1 economic data
(becanse of harsh weather vou know), ons thing the same “experts” pounded the table on was the
garnings srowth in 2014 which confirmed that the Fed was correct in tapering and that the corporate
sector was well on its way to achieving “escape velocity”™ and a stable recovery. And then this
happened...

Eshibit 28, S&EP S00: Earnings and Revenus Crowth Tremd
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Stage set for another volatile
trading day

Patti Domm | @pattidomm

12 Houre Ago

‘L cnBeCc

COULD INFLATION AFFECT THE FED'S PLANS?

Fed faces inflation fears
Tuesday, 15 Apr 2014 | 4:00 PM ET

CNBC's Patti Domm sits down with Lindsey Group Chief Market Analyst Peter Boockvar to

discuss whether or not inflation could affect the

Fed speak may trump a bundle of big earnings reports and important

‘\ A

housing and industrial production data Wednesday, all of which
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PODCAST

Jim Rickards: The Coming Crisis
is Bigger Than The Fed

And will arrive within the next 3-5 years

PODCAST

pling:
by Adam Taggart
Jim Rickards

Freseried o Aprif oz, =
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Tage: central banks, Ching, currency, curmancy ware, dollar, Federal Open Market Commities, Fedaral Ressrve, goid,
IMF, Jim Rickarde, Long Term Capital Management, money, SDR, atock market

James Rickards, finencier and author of the excellent cautionary best-seller
Currency Wars, has recently released a follow-on book: The Death of
Money: The Coming Collapse of the International Monetary System. In it,
Jirmn details how history provides plenty of precedent for the collapse that has
begun amidst the major world currencies.

THE COMING COLLAPSE
OF THE INTERMATIDHRAL
The historical progression is predictable enough that Jim is comfortable HMOMETART STETEM

claiming that the next economic crisis we face will be bigger tham the ability of
the Federal Reserve (and the other world central banks) to contain it. And that
such a calamity will happen within the next five years: ‘

Chris Martenson: As you look forwand the nesxd thres years what do you see coming? Are you
predicting or seeing that this game changes to a new phase, The Death of Money? |s that coming
n the next three year window? Or do you use this playing out over a longer timeframe?

Jim Rickards: Mo, | think three years is about right. | mean, it's not necessanily going to be
tommormow. It could be tomomow, by the way, the system is unstable enough. But it doesn’t mean
we are going to get that catalyst tornorow. But this is not a ten year forecast. | mean, | do not think
we are going to make it ten years. | think three to five years is about the right timeframe, maybe

shorier.
But the reason for that, again, it is scientifically based in terms of the scale of the system. And by

the way, go back and look at these crises. They come particulary fast. Memories are wery short. |
think we are sll fighting with what | call the 2-second attention span.
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= Yen Falls Versus Major Peers After Japan’s Trade
Deficit Widens

The yen fell versus 15 of its 16 major peers after a report showed Japan’s trade deficit widened more
than forecast last month. The dollar held its biggest weekly advances in a month versus the yen and
the euro ahead of leading U.S. economic indicators that may back speculation the Federal

Reserve will remove stimulus this year. New Zealand’s dollar was little changed before the Reserve
Bank sets policy on April 24. The ruble weakened after deadly clashes in Ukraine’s east. “Japan’s
trade deficit was much larger than expected, so it helped to push the yen lower,” said Marito Ueda,
senior managing director at currency-margin company FX Prime Corp. in Tokyo. “We're likely to shift
to a dollar strength story from a yen weakness story going forward as we siart to see good data from
the U.S." The yen fell 0.1 percent to 102.53 per dollar as of 8:15 a.m. in London from April 18, when
it completed a 0.8 percent weekly slide, the biggest since the five days to March 21. Japan's
currency dropped 0.2 percent to 141.74 per euro. The dollar traded at $1.3825 per euro from
$1.3813, following a 0.5 percent weekly gain. Financial markets in the U.K., Germany, Hong

Kong, Australia and New Zealand are among those closed for a holiday today. The U.S. markets
reopen after being shut on April 18. Japan's frade deficit widened to 1.45 trillion yen ($14.1 billion) in
March, from 802.5 billion yen the previous month, the Ministry of Finance said today.

The median estimate of analysts surveyed
byBloomberg News was a 1.1 trillion yen
shortfall. The deficit was a record 2.8 trillion
yen in January. Four of the 36 economists
surveyed by Bloomberg expect the Bank of
Japan to add to easing on April 30, according
to the results of the most recent poll,
conducted March 28 to April 3. Inthe U.S_, an
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Donetsk leaflet: Jews must register or face
deportation

Fear replaced communal atmosphere in Donetsk’s
Jewish community as armed men handed out a
leaflet Passover eve calling on Jews register their
religion and property with the interim pro-Russian
government or face deportation and loss of
citizenship.

Michal Margalit
Published: 04.18.14, 23:48 / |siael News

i wocommens N I P 31| [z

0 QUICK WATCH | 1:07
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A leaflet distributed in Donetsk, Ukraine calling for all Jews over

16 years old to register as Jews marrad the Jewash community's
Pazzover festivities Monday (Passover eve), replacing them with
feelings of concern.

The leafiet demanded the city's Jews supply a detailed list of all
thie property they own, or else have their citizenship revoked. face
deporlion and see their assets confiscated.

* Follow Ynetnews on Eacebook and Twitter

Donetzk, a Ukraine province with 4.3 million people - 10 percent
of Ukraine's population - and 17 000 Jews, is home o much of
the country's heavy industry, and is thus the biggest prize of the
easiern regions where pro-Russian separatistz have captured
government buildings in the past week.

The leaflet, signed by Chaimman of Donetsk's temparary
government Denis Pushilin, was distrbiuted fo Jews near the
Donetzk synagogue and later in other areas of the city where pro-
Russians activists have declared Donetsk as an independent
"people’s republic”, defying an ultimatum from Kiev fo surrender.
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Chinese Citizens Beat Government Bureaucrats During
Mass Riot

“Kill them! Kill them!” chanted mob

=1 IRCE] R
Paul Joseph Watson

Infowars.com
April 21, 2014

Irate Chinese citizens savagely beat five government bureaucrats during an incident that escalated into a
1,000 strong riot on Saturday in another telltale sign of the Communist country’s increasing social tensions.

The disturbance began after members of the Chengguan municipal police, China’s widely loathed
bureaucrats who enforce government regulations against street vendors, began harassing and beating a
woman in the Cangnan County of Wenzhou City, Zhejiang Province.

When a bystander, 36 year-old Mr. Huang, came to the woman’s aid by filming the confrontation, he was
reportedly attacked by cops with a hammer and began to vomit blood before dying on the way to hospital.

After word spread on social media about what had just happened, a huge mob of citizens arrived to
surround the Chengguan officers, who attempted to hide in their van. “Kill them, kill them!” chanted the
mob as the officers were savagely beaten with bats, bricks and stones, leaving them bloodied and
unconscious.
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Artificial blood 'will be manufactured in factories'

Wellcome Trust-funded stem cell research has produced red blood cells fit for

transfusion into humans, paving the way for the mass production of blood

By Tanjil Rashid == Pt this arncle

1:10PM BST 14 Apr 2014
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t is the stuff of gothic science fiction: men in white cosats in factories of [ Facepook 11K

blood and bones.

But the production of blood on an industrisl scale could become a reslity
once 8 frial is conducted in which artificial blood made from human stem Ema

cells is tested in patients for the first time e
U Linkedin 131
t is the latest breakthrough in scientists’ efforts to re-engineer the body
1 - g1 -~ o
which have slready resulted in the likes of 3d-printed bones and bionic ol 218

limbs
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Human microchipping: I've got you under my
skin
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Thousands of technology enthusiasts use it as the ultimate app, enabling them to lock and
unlock their homes, cars, computers and mobile phones with a simple wave of a hand. But
there's a catch: they must have a microchip inserted into their bodies

The idea may seem weird. and painful, but human micrechipping appears to appeal not only to
amateurs, who call themselves biohackers. but also to governments, police forces, medical
authorities and security companies
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