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'Birth of the digital bacteria’. New Scientist 215 (2875): 19. 2012-07-

28.
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Kowalski, Heather. 'First Self-Replicating Synthetic Bacterial Cell".

Press Release. Retrieved 17 December 2012.
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“l don’t know how long it is going to be before astronomers
generally recognize that the arrangement of not even one among the
many thousands of biopolymers [enzymes, proteins, hormones, etc.]
on which life depends could have been arrived at by natural
processes here on the earth. Astronomers will have a little difficulty in
understanding this because they will be assured by biologists that it
is not so; the biologists having been assured in their turn by others
that it is not so. The ‘others’ are a group of persons [the evolutionary

theoreticians] who believe, quite openly, in mathematical miracles.



Fred Hoyle, “The Big Bang in Astronomy,” in New Scientist,

November 19, 1981, pp. 521-527
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“The fundamental objection to all these [evolutionary] theories is that
they involve raising oneself by one’s own bootstraps. You cannot
make proteins without DNA, but you cannot make DNA without
enzymes, which are proteins. It is a chicken and egg situation. That a

suitable enzyme should have cropped up by chance, even in a long



period, is implausible, considering the complexity of such molecules.

And there cannot have been a long time [in which to do it].”

G.R. Taylor, Great Evolution Mystery (1983), p. 201.
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“Dixon [a leading enzymologist] confesses that he cannot see how
such a system could ever have originated spontaneously. The main
difficulty is that an enzyme system does not work at all until it is
complete, or nearly so. Another problem is the question of how

enzymes appear without pre—existing enzymes to make them.

‘The association between enzymes and life,” Dixon writes, ‘is so
intimate that the problem of the origin of life itself is largely that of

the origin of enzymes.’ ”

*Michael Pitman, Adam and Evolution (1984), pp. 144-145.
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“Any living thing possesses an enormous amount of ‘intelligence’.
Today, this ‘intelligence’ is called ‘information,’ but it is still the same
thing. This ‘intelligence’ is the sine qua non of life. If absent, no
living being is imaginable. Where does it come from? This is a
problem which concerns both biologists and philosophers, and, at

present, science seems incapable of solving it.”

*Pjerre—Paul Grasse, Evolution of Living Organisms p. 3.
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“An honest man, armed with all the knowledge available to us now,
could only state that in some sense, the origin of life appears at the

moment to be almost a miracle.”

Francis Crick, Life Itself, Its Origin and Nature (1981), p. 88 [co-

discoverer of the DNA molecule].
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“The present laws of physics are insufficient to describe the origin of
life. This opens the way to teleology, even, by implication, to creation
by an intelligent agent. . . . Life cannot have originated by chance,
only two rational alternatives remain. . . The first is that it did not

arise at all and that all we are studying is an illusion.”



S.W. Fox, The Origins of Prebiological Systems and Their Molecular

Matrices pp. 35-55.
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“All of us who study the origin of life find that the more we look into
it, the more we feel it is too complex to have evolved anywhere. We
all believe as an article of faith that life evolved from dead matter on
this planet. It is just that its complexity is so great, it is hard for us to

imagine that it did.”

Harold C. Urey, quoted in Christian Science Monitor, p. 4.
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“All the facile speculations and discussions published during the last
ten to fifteen years explaining the mode of origin of life have been

shown to be far too simpleminded and to bear very little weight. The

problem in fact seems as far from solution as it ever was.”

Francis Hitching, The Neck of the Giraffe p. 68.
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