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These fragments from Qumran belong to a kind of literature called the

Testament or Farewell Discourse.
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these Testaments were actually written long after the biblical characters
themselves had died, during what is often called the "Intertestamental’
period. That was the period of time between the writing of the Hebrew
scriptures (called by Christians the Old Testament) and the Christian New

Testament.
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Jozef T. Milik, ““Dires de Moise,”” in Qumran Cave [ (DJD 1; Oxford:

Clarendon, 1955), 91-97.
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The first main section of injunctions, following
the preamble and followed by regulations for the Day of
Atonement, pertains to the laws for the sabbatical year (2.11-3.7). The
text first paraphrases Lev 25:1-7, within which is added a sentence
probably
based on Exod 23:10-11 and recalling the legislation on gleaning53:
‘[And whatever re]mains shall be for the [poor] among [your] brothers
who are in [the land]” (1Q22 3.2). Following this is a paraphrase of Deut

15:1-3, on canceling debts in the sabbatical year.
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Bruce and Kenneth Zuckerman, West Semitic Research, in
collaboration with the Princeton Theological Seminary. Courtesy

Department of Antiquities, Jordan.
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