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Sandstone, limestone, dolomite, shale, chert, salt, conglomerate, coal
and other rock types are not diagnostic of specific strata systems.
Therefore, a rock’s physical appearance cannot, with certainty,

distinguish the system or strata level to which a rock may belong.

D.V. Ager, The Nature of the Stratigraphical Record, 2nd ed. (New

York: John Wiley, 1981), P. 11.
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“Vertebrate paleontologists have relied upon ‘stage of evolution’ as
the criterion for determining the chronologic relationships of faunas.

Before establishment of physical dates, evolutionary progression was

the best method for dating fossiliferous strata.”

J.F. Evernden, *O.E. Savage, *G.H. Curtis, and *G.T. James, “K/A



Dates and the Cenozoic Mammalian Chronology of North America,” in

American Journal of Science, p. 166.
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“The dating of each stratum—and all the fossils in it—is supposedly

based on index fossils, when it is actually based on evolutionary

speculations, and nothing more.

“The more one studies paleontology, the more certain one becomes

that evolution is based on faith alone.”

Randy Wysong, The Creation—Evolution Controversy, p. 31.
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The debate about the causes of cyclic sedimentation has been

contentious in the past, and it remains unresolved



V Cotti Ferrero, Celestina (2004-01-01). Encyclopedia of Sediments

and Sedimentary Rocks.
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Its exact cause is a standing problem in sedimentology.

Graded Bedding, California

geology.about.com/od/geoprocesses/ig/sedstrucs/gradedbedding.htm
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In many formations of strata there are repeating patterns. For

example, clay layers alternate with sandstone layers; or carbonate

layers alternate with shales.

Rocks showing repeat patterns of strata are called rhythmites.
v Al \gaaa Yy
sl 13 g Al (il (g Ly
B.W. Flemming and A. Bartholoma (1995). Tidal signatures in modern
and ancient sediments. Blackwell Science, Oxford.
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There is also not a consistent terminology and classification scheme
to describe the nature of the cycles seen in the stratigraphic record.
This is mainly because absolute age dating is not precise enough at

present



V Cotti Ferrero, Celestina (2004-01-01). Encyclopedia of Sediments

and Sedimentary Rocks. Springer.
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Walla Walla Level 1 Watershed Assessment'. WRIA 32 Watershed

Plan. Walla Walla Watershed Management Partnership. Retrieved #

September 2009.

Bjornstad, Bruce (2006). On the Trail of the Ice Age Floods: A
Geological Guide to the Mid—-Columbia Basin. Keokee Books; San

Point, Idaho.
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‘Rather than successive sedimentary layers, these experiments
demonstrate that stratification under a continuous supply of
heterogeneous sand particles results from: segregation for
lamination, non—-uniform flow for graded-beds and desiccation for
joints. Superposed strata are not necessarily identical to successive

layers.’

Julien, P. Y., Lan, Y. and Berthault, G., 1993. Experiments on
stratification of heterogeneous sand mixtures. Bulletin of the
Geological Society of France 164(5):649-660; and CEN Tech. J.

8(1):37-50 (1994).
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“The phenomenon of graded bedding (coarse conglomerate on the
bottom, with finer material graded upward) is difficult to explain on
the basis of uniformity, Uniformitarian geology offers no satisfactory

explanation for this phenomenon.

Then there is the matter of disconformities, that is, a sudden change
in fossil types with no accompanying change in the physical
composition of the rock formation, or the appearance of fossils
separated by a tremendous time gap. This is not accounted for in
uniformitarianism. If the deposition had been uniform, as claimed,
such disconformities should not have occurred. The perplexing
occurrence of so—called ‘o/der fossils’ above ‘younger fossils —

which paleontologists try to account for by thrust faults, can much



more readily be accounted for by accepting the occurrence of
worldwide volcanic and seismic upheavals such as accompanied the
Deluge. In fact, the mere presence of vast numbers of fossils is
explainable only if plants and animals were suddenly inundated,
trapped, and buried in moving masses of sediment. It is almost
impossible to explain how organisms could have been transformed
into fossils if they had simply perished and had remained exposed to

the decaying process of air, sun, and bacteria.

H.R. Siegler, Evolution or Degeneration—Which? (1972), pp. 78-79.
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