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Lower Cambrian Sea Anemones from China
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The new fossil, Paleohyrax reprobae, differs from modern rabbits in a number of subtle
anatomical ways, lending weight to it being truly a new species from the Cambrian

era. “This is definitely not a modern rabbit,” said Dr Splenebyrst. “It was about half the
size and may even have been carnivorous. It appears to have been foraging for trilobites
in the ancient tidal pools.”
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The Cambrian explosion, or less commonly Cambrian radiation, was

the relatively short evolutionary event, beginning around 542 million



years ago in the Cambrian Period, during which most major animal

phyla appeared, as indicated by the fossil record.
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Conway—-Morris, S (2003). 'The Cambrian "explosion’ of metazoans

and molecular biology: would Darwin be satisfied?'. The International

journal of developmental biology 47 (7-8): 505-15.
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Prior to the Cambrian explosion most organisms were simple,
composed of individual cells occasionally organized into colonies. In

Cambrian explosion, the diversity of life began to resemble that of

today

Bambach, R.K.; Bush, A.M.; Erwin, D.H. (2007). "Autecology and the
filling of Ecospace: Key metazoan radiations!". Palaeontology 50 (1):
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Geologic time scale, 650 million years ago to the present »
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“complex..suddenly...
right at the start”

*advanced. Just planted...
without evolutionary history™

Land Plants: “sixty genera®™
Yascular Plants: "advanced™

=all the major anatomical designs...
Chordata..all Its major divisions:

“Yertebrates from WY, OK, WA, NV, 1D, AR™
“since Cambrian expiosion..no new phyla®™
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