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The Cambrian explosion has generated extensive scientific debate.
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The long-running puzzlement about the appearance of the Cambrian
fauna, seemingly abruptly and from nowhere, centers on three key
points: whether there really was a mass diversification of complex
organisms over a relatively short period of time during the early
Cambrian; what might have caused such rapid change; and what it

would imply about the origin of animal life. Interpretation is difficult
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Buckland, W. (1841). Geology and Mineralogy Considered with

Reference to Natural Theology. Lea & Blanchard.
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Liian, E.; Gonzalo, R (2008). 'Cryptopalaeontology: Magical
descriptions of trilobites about two thousand years before scientific
references'. In Rabano, |.; Gozalo, R.; Garcia—Bellido, D. Advances in
Trilobite Research. Madrid: Instituto Geoldgico y Minero de Espaia.

p. 240.
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Darwin, C (1859). On the Origin of Species by Natural Selection.

London: Murray. pp. 306-308.
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To the question why we do not find rich fossiliferous deposits
belonging to these assumed earliest periods prior to the Cambrian

system, | can give no satisfactory answer.

Darwin, Charles R. (1876). The origin of Species by Means of Natural

Selection (6 ed.). p. 286.
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Whittington, H.B.; Geological Survey of Canada (1985). The Burgess

Shale. Yale University Press.

Gould, S.J. (1989). Wonderful Life: The Burgess Shale and the Nature

of History. W. W. Norton & Company.
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A.Yu. Rozanov et al. (2008). 'To the problem of stage subdivision of

the Lower Cambrian'. Stratigraphy and Geological Correlation 16 (1):

1-19.

Jensen, S. (2003). "The Proterozoic and Earliest Cambrian Trace

Fossil Record; Patterns, Problems and Perspectives'. Integrative and

Comparative Biology (abstract) 43 (1): 219-228.
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“l have dealt with biologists over the last twenty years now. | have
found that, in a way, they are hampered by having too much
education. They have been steeped from their childhood in the
Darwinian views, and, as a result, it has taken possession of their
minds to such an extent that they are almost unable to see many
facts that are not in harmony with Darwinism. These facts simply
aren’t there for them often, and other ones are sort of suppressed or

distorted. I’ll give you some examples.



“First, and perhaps most important, is the first appearance of fossils.
This occurs at a time called the ‘Cambrian,’ 600 million years ago by

the fossil reckoning.

The fossils appear at that time [in the Cambrian] in a pretty highly
developed form. They don’t start very low and evolve bit by bit over
long periods of time. In the lowest fossil-bearing strata of all [the
Cambrian, they are already there, and are pretty complicated in more-

or—-less modern form.

“One example of this is the little animal called the trilobite. There are
a great many fossils of the trilobite right there at the beginning with
no buildup to it [no evolution of life-forms leading to it]. And, if you

examine them closely, you will find that they are not simple animals.

They are small, but they have an eye that has been discussed a great
deal in recent years—an eye that is simply incredible. “If is made up
of dozens of little tubes which are all at slightly different angles so
that it covers the entire field of vision, with a different tube pointing at
each spof on the horizon. But these tubes are all more complicated

than that, by far. They have a lens on them that is optically arranged



in a very complicated way, and it is bound into another layer that has
fo be just exactly right for them to see anything . . But the more
complicated it is, the less likely it is simply fo have grown up out of

nothing.

“And this situation has troubled everybody from the beginning—to
have everything at the very opening of the drama. The curtain goes
up [life—-forms first appear in the Cambrian strata] and you have the

players on the stage already, entirely in modern costumes.”
*Norman Macbeth, Speech at Harvard University, September 24,

1983, quoted in L.D. Sunderland, Darwin’s Enigma (1988), p. 150.
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Beginning with the very lowest of the fossil strata— the Cambrian,—
we find a wealth of fossil types. But each type—each species—of

fossil in the Cambrian is different from the others. There is no



blending between them! It requires evolving—blending across
species— to produce evolution, but this never occurs today, and it
never occurred earlier. Look at the fossils: in the ancient world there
were only distinct species. Look at the world around you: in the

modern world there are only distinct species.
Fossils and Strata 441

N9 Auile A4S laa Cuibag 13 ciBld ulia¥) o) a5 A A)lS ga QUK A A i Lad
i Syaan ) LS Cly okail) Jala ¢l Vg jidia aa e bl dsnd g b o
Tlaa codl] IS Auguyy Alidn 28] B aa Cay Angll Jalpal) oy ghat

erilly 5y (uliadld eaal) & 1638) VY Ll (e il jdal) Gadhe (N s Cadas)

ASida g Aasg Jalpe dags Yo oY) bl

13y glatl) slalad S it A clijiall Aida 0B A agin Aasug Jalia 3929 pisg
OaS 13g s Diad aslgtibll) clale Gl 8L
138 asds ol aglgtibll) aleg (uliaV) (o ASida JISElg Adasg Jala g liag gl

“Evolution requires intermediate forms between species, and

paleontology does not provide them.”



D.B. Kitts, Paleontology and Evolutionary Theory (1974), p. 467.
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“It is a feature of the known fossil record that most taxa appear
abruptly. They are not, as a rule, led up to by a sequence of almost

imperceptible changing forerunners such as Darwin believed should

be usual in evolution.”

G.G. Simpson, in The Evolution of Life, p. 149.
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“Dr. Eldredge [American Museum of Natural History, New York City]
was asked, ‘Do paleontologists name the same creatures differently

when they are found in different geological periods?’ He replied that

this happens, but they are mistakes. When asked the same question,



Dr. Patterson [British Museum, London] replied, ‘Oh, yes, that’s very
widely done.’ Next he was asked, ‘That doesn’t seem quite honest.

You wouldn’t do that, would you?’ He said that he hoped he wouldn’t

“Would not this practice make a lot more species? Dr. Raup [Chicago
Museum] said it would; perhaps 70 percent of the species described
[in the fossil rocks] are later found to be the same as existing
species. So 70 percent of the new species named should not have
been [given new names but were], either through ignorance or

because of the ground rules used by the taxonomists.”

L.D. Sunderland, Darwin’s Enigma (1988), pp. 130-131.
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“An assistant of Dr. Eldredge, who was studying trilobite fossils at
the American Museum, explained to the author how he made the
decision on naming a new species: ‘|l look at a fossil for about two
weeks and then if | think it looks different enough, | give it a new
name.’ So it is simply a mailer of judgment with no firm ground

rules.”
Op. cit., p. 131.
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“Sadly, in the later bitter rivalry between Cope and Marsh, Leidy [an
earlier fossil collector] was all but forgotten. Paleontologist Henry
Fairfield Osborn, director of the American Museum of Natural History,
recalled that many of the Eocene and Oligocene animals had been
given three names in the scientific literature: the original Leidy name

and the Cope and Marsh names.”

Milner, Encyclopedia of Evolution (1990), pp. 272-273.
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EVERY MAJOR LIFE GROUP HAS BEEN FOUND IN THE CAMBRIAN

Kai Peterson, Prehistoric Life on Earth, p. 56.
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“At least 1500 species of invertebrates are known in the Cambrian, all

marine, of which 60% are trilobites and 3(0% brachiopods.”

Maurice Gignoux, Stratigraphic Geology p. 46.
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Reported in Science magazine for May 5, 1978
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“IThe 1976 discovery of heterostracan fish fossils in Cambrian is
discussed in detail] . . This discovery of fishes (vertebrates) in the
Cambrian is without question the most significant fossil discovery in
the period 1958-1979. The evidence is now complete that all of the
major categories of animal and plant life are found in the

Cambrian.”’—

Marvin L. Lubenow, “Significant Fossil Discoveries Since 1958,” in

Creation Research Society Quarterly, December 1980, p. 157.
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“Spores attributed to terrestrial plants have been found in

Precambrian and Cambrian rocks in the Baltic.”

Robert F. Scagel, et. al., Plant Diversity: an Evolutionary Approach
(1969). p. 25.
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“Just as fossils of most of the other land plants have been discovered
in Cambrian deposits, so it is with the flowering plants. In 1947,
Ghosh and Bose reported discovering angiosperm vessels with
alternate pitting and libriform fibres of higher dicotyledons from the
Salt Pseudomorph Beds and the Dandot overfold, Salt Range, Punjab,
India. These are Cambrian deposits. They later confirmed that further
investigation confirmed their original report, and the same results
were obtained from the Cambrian Vindbyan System, and the Cambrian
of Kashmir— these Kashmir beds also contained several types of
trilobites. The review articles of Axelrod and Leclercq acknowledge

these findings.”

Marvin L. Lubenow, “Significant Fossil Discoveries Since 1958,” in

Creation Research Society Quarterly, December 1980, p. 154.
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