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MH370

»

A crewman o 8 Royal New Zealand Alr Force P-3 Orion Rescue Fliight 795 searches for debris
from the missing Malaysia Alrlines Flight MH370 on April 1
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ICELAND'S VOLCANO

Why i1s Bardarbunga still erupting?

The eruption of the Bardarbunga voicano in Iceland began at the end of August
and continues to this day. The volcano has been unique in three main ways
the enormity of its lava field, the amount of hazardous sulfur dioxide gases it
has released and the astonishing amount of sinking that has taken place in its
crater.

Bardarbunga created a 32 square mile lava field, which is the largest in Iceland
since the Laki eruption in 1733, and the Icelandic Met Office says it is “probably
the third largest lava field on Earth” since 1733. The gases released by the
volcano have affected all of Iceland at one point or another, the first time that
has happened in 150 years. The Met Office says the amount of sulfur released
by this volcanc may have exceeded that of any volcano on Earth of this
particular type
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SIBERIAN SINKHOLES

A view of a einkhole, which stretches 20 meters by 30 meters, at the Soilikamsk-2 mine in
Russia‘s Perm region.

mal peninsula — a name that

confirm that theory

In November, a team of scientist
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SONY HACK

Was North Korea really behind the mas

e North Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) on

wE North Korean leader Kim Jong-un Iooking st 3 comput
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nvinced that the link to North Korea — specifically, the North Korean
government — is accurate, especially in the absence of more concrete

evidence.

"One of the biggest mistakes is that because an attack can be traced to the
North Korean Internet that someho

That's a false assumption because
provided by outside companies, in this case a Thai company,” Jeffrey Cair
cybersecurity expert told Mashable. "Nothing presented excludes alternate

scenanos, 8o why jump to the most serious one?"
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NIGERIAN GIRLS

17

ere are the schoolgirls who Boko Haram kidnapped

Nearly 300 schoolgirls were kidnapped in April from the Govemment

Secondary School in Chibok, Nigeria, by a radical Islamic group called Boko

Haram. In early May, the hashtag #5ri
Twitter, raising the world's aw
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In May, Nigena's chief of defense stafi, Air Marshal Alex Badeh, said the

<

country’s military had locat lgirls, but using force to free them is

currently out of the question. Badeh did not specify the girls’ location, and a
U.S. Defense Department spokesperson said it could not confirm Nigeria's
report

By year's end, a majority of the girls remain missing
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New Year Dreams

HOME NEWS WORLD BUSINESS ANALYSIS & OPINION MILITARY & INTELLIGENCE

LIVE

| Alaral

16:58 01.01.2015 652 1

The civil war in Syria claimed over 76,000 lives in 2014, an NGO
monitoring the four-year-long conflict said.

MOSCOW, January 1 (Sputnik) - 76,021
people died in Syrian war in 2014,
Reuters reports, citing Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights.

Of those, 33,278 were civilians, said
the UK-based NGO, which has been
monitoring the situation in Syria.
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HOME ALEX JONES RADIO SHOW NEWS MULTIMEDIA STORE CONTACT T

2014: THE DEADLIEST YEAR FOR AFGHAN
CIVILIANS ON RECORD

The number of civilian casualties in Afghanistan is to exceed
10,000 in 2014 - the highest since records began

v

by DW.DE | JANUARY 1, 2015

0-0<0:E0

Civilian casualties in Afghanistan rose by 19 percent in the first 11
months of 2014 compared to a year earlier, according to the
United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA).
More than 3,180 civilians were killed and nearly 6.430 injured by
the end of November. The number of casualties involving children
increased by 33 percent. Projections indicate that the civilian
casualty count will pass 10,000 for the first time in a single year,
the highest number since the organization began systematically
documenting civilian casualties in 2009.

Many analysts view the latest figures as a worrying sign that the conflict is spreading to
more densely populated areas of the South Asian nation.

The UN data comes at a critical time for Afghanistan as NATO recently marked the
official end of the military allance’s ISAF mission m the country after almost 13 years of
fighting an insurgency. The ISAF combat mission will now transiticn to a “traming and
support” mission — numbering some 13,500 soldiers — under NATO leadership starting
on

In a DW interview, Georgette Gagnon, the director of UNAMA’s human rights unit, talks
about what trigzered the high number of casnalties, who they are attributed to, and what
the parties mvolved in the fighting should do to aveid killing or injuring more civilians.
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S. Arabia beheads over 80 people in 2014, highest
level in five years

Reuters/Andrew Biraj
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Saudi Arabia behezded more than 80 people, & toll that | Tags
prings the number of publiciy announced executions to | Crime Human rights Poiitics Saud

its highest level in five years. Arabia
The latest execution was a Pakistani man charged with drug smugaling.

An AP tally says that all in all 83 people have been beheaded, while AFP puts the number
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On Wednesday Riyadh beheaded a Pakistani nationa! for heroin smuggling. He became
the 13th prisoner from Pakistan to be executed by Saudi autherities for drug-related
crimes since mid-October, Drug smuggling convicis make up most beheading cases,

According to the country's Interior Ministry, the Pakistani citizen Sadruddin Saeedullah

Khan was caught smuggling g large omount of heroin.”

READ MORE: Saudi Shia leader sentenced 1o
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o
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During the Islamic calendar year which ended in October, police seized aimost 18
kilograms of raw heroin, the ministry added.
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® 28 Jun - 5 Jul; Volcano
Eruption Special - Batu
Tara {Indonesia)
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Volcanoes, Adventure &
Culture - Vanuaty (South
Sea)

® 14-27 Jul: Expedition
Papua - Papus New Guinea
® 27 Jul - 12 Aug:
Voleanoes of Java - Java
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Worst Christian Persecution in Over 20 Years Marks Last Year; ISIS,
Islamic Extremism Mostly to Blame, Finds Open Doors Report

r Free eNewsiettar
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BY MICHAEL

Iragi Christian refugees attend 3 service at 3 church in Hazmiyeh, near Beirut, Lebanon, December 12, 2074, Iragi Christians who sought refuge in Lebanon
after Islamist militants tore through their homeland said they had no ides when they would be able to retum 3s they gathered for pravers shead of
Christmas

WASHINGTON — Last year saw the highest level of parsecution of Christians the world has seen since the fall of the Soviet Union, according

to a report by a Christian persecution watchdog group released Wednesdsy.

Open Doors USA highfighted that in the 24 years that Open Doors has been tracking numbers on globsal persecution, 2014 was the most

violent year of Christian persecution and was far worse than the year before

Omaeaal) Mghada) S (e Jodl) i ppd5 58 13y



4

™

ABOUT US CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION

World Watch List
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Wonkblog

The U.S. has more jails than colleges.
Here’'s a map of where those prisoners
live.
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Advertisemant

By Christopher Ingraham % ¥ Follow @_cingrsham

There were 2.3 million prisoners in the U.S. as of the 2010 Census.

It's often been remarked that our national incarceration rate of 707

adults per every 100,000 residents is the highest in the world, by a Market will now
huge margin. determine tobacco pr
We tend to focus less on where we're putting all those people. But T

the 2010 Census tallied the location of every adult and juvenile
prisoner in the United States. If we were to put them all on a map,
this is what they would look like:

Incarcerated population, 2010
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A man Bghts o 3 cigarctic with another cigarctie outs

an office building in Eeijing, November 25, 2014. Chinz,

(. world’s biggest tebacos market, is conzidering 2 drafts

v, t2at vould San indeor smoking, Umit outdoor smaoking

: 'y " A tobacon advertizing, the siate-ran Xinhua news agency
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The Condition of the Church in America — Key Statistics



Leading church analysts Lyle Schaller, George Barna, and Mike
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