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Lyell, Charles, E/lements of Geology, 1882, New York, Harper and

Brothers, pp. 409-419.
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Polystrate trees fossils
g3
A polystrate fossil is a fossil of a single organism (such as a tree

trunk) that extends through more than one geological stratum

MacRae, A., 1997, 'Polystrate' Tree Fossils.
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This term is typically applied to 'fossil forests' of upright fossil tree
trunks and stumps that have been found worldwide, i.e. in the
Eastern United States, Eastern Canada, England, France, Germany,

and Australia, typically associated with coal-bearing strata

DiMichele, W.A., and H.J. Falcon-Lang, 2011, Pennsylvanian ‘fossil
forests’ in growth position (TQ assemblages): origin, taphonomic bias
and palaeoecological insights. Journal of the Geological Society,

168(2):
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The 15 foot Tree:
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1. Shale and sandstone. Plants with Spirorbis attached; Rainmarks (?)

2. Sandstone and shale, &8 feet.Erect Calamites.



3. Gray sandstone, 7 feet.
4. Gray shale, 4 feet.
5. Gray sandstone, 4 feet.

6. Gray shale, 6 inches.

Prostrate and erect trees, with rootlets; leaves,; Naiadites; Spirorbis on
the Plants.
7. Main coal-seam, 5 ft. in two seams.

8. Underclay, with rootlets.

(An erect coniferous-? tree, rooted on the shale, passes up through

15 feet of the sand- stones and shale. ) p. 198
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340 foot tree passing through sandstone, shale and coal
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