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“The history of most fossil species includes two features particularly

inconsistent with gradualism:

“Stasis: Most species exhibit no directional change during their

tenure on earth. They appear in the fossil record looking much the



same as when they disappear; morphological change is usually

limited and directionless.
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“Sudden appearance: In any local area, a species does not arise

gradually by the steady transformation of its ancestors; it appears all

at once and ‘fully formed.’ ”

* Steven Jay Gould, “Evolution’s Eratic Pace,” in Natural History, May

1977, p. 14.
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Prior to the Cambrian explosion most organisms were simple,
composed of individual cells occasionally organized into colonies. In

Cambrian explosion, the diversity of life began to resemble that of

today

Bambach, R.K.; Bush, A.M.; Erwin, D.H. (2007). "Autecology and the
filling of Ecospace: Key metazoan radiations!". Paleeontology 50 (1):

R32 %
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“It remains true, as every paleontologist knows, that most new
species, genera and families, and that nearly all categories above the
level of families, appear in the [fossil] record suddenly and are not led
up to by known, gradual, completely continuous transitional

sequences.”
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“When we examine a series of fossils of any age we may pick out one

and say with confidence, ‘This is a crustacean’—or starfish, or a



brachiopod, or annelid, or any other type of creature as the case may

be 7

A.H. Clark, The New Evolution: Zoogenesis, p. 100.
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“All the major groups of animals have maintained the same
relationship to each other from the very first [from the very lowest
level of the geologic column]. Crustaceans have always been
crustaceans, echinoderms have always been echinoderms, and
mollusks have always been mollusks. There is not the slightest

evidence which supports any other viewpoint.”



A.H. Clark, The New Evolution: Zoogenesis p. 114.
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“From the tangible evidence that we now have been able to discover,
we are forced to the conclusion that all the major groups of animals
at the very first held just about the same relation to each other that

they do today.”
Op. cit., p. 211.
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“However, conventional Darwinian theory rationalizes most
adaptations by assuming that sufficient time has transpired during
evolution for natural selection to provide us with all the biological
adaptations we see on earth today, but in reality the adaptive process

must by necessity occur rather quickly (in one or at the most two

breeding generations).”

E. Steele, Somatic Selection and Adaptive Evolution (2nd ed. 1981),

p.- 3.
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“l have dealt with biologists over the last twenty years now. | have
found that, in a way, they are hampered by having too much
education. They have been steeped from their childhood in the
Darwinian views, and, as a result, it has taken possession of their
minds to such an extent that they are almost unable to see many
facts that are not in harmony with Darwinism. These facts simply
aren’t there for them often, and other ones are sort of suppressed or

distorted. I’ll give you some examples.



“First, and perhaps most important, is the first appearance of fossils.
This occurs at a time called the ‘Cambrian,’ 600 million years ago by

the fossil reckoning.

The fossils appear at that time [in the Cambrian] in a pretty highly
developed form. They don’t start very low and evolve bit by bit over
long periods of time. In the lowest fossil-bearing strata of all [the
Cambrian, they are already there, and are pretty complicated in more-

or—-less modern form.

“One example of this is the little animal called the trilobite. There are
a great many fossils of the trilobite right there at the beginning with
no buildup to it [no evolution of life-forms leading to it]. And, if you

examine them closely, you will find that they are not simple animals.

They are small, but they have an eye that has been discussed a great
deal in recent years—an eye that is simply incredible. “If is made up
of dozens of little tubes which are all at slightly different angles so
that it covers the entire field of vision, with a different tube pointing at
each spof on the horizon. But these tubes are all more complicated

than that, by far. They have a lens on them that is optically arranged



in a very complicated way, and it is bound into another layer that has
fo be just exactly right for them to see anything . . But the more
complicated it is, the less likely it is simply fo have grown up out of

nothing.

“And this situation has troubled everybody from the beginning—to
have everything at the very opening of the drama. The curtain goes
up [life—-forms first appear in the Cambrian strata] and you have the

players on the stage already, entirely in modern costumes.”
*Norman Macbeth, Speech at Harvard University, September 24,
1983, quoted in L.D. Sunderland, Darwin’s Enigma (1988), p. 150.
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“Many species and even whole families remain inexplicably constant.
The shark of today, for instance, is hardly distinguishable from the

shark of 150 million years ago.

“According to Professor W.H. Thorpe, Director of the Sub-department
of Animal Behavior at Cambridge and a world authority, this is the
problem in evolution. He said in 1968: ‘What is it that holds so many
groups of animals to an astonishingly constant from over millions of
years? This seems to me the problem [in evolution] now—the problem

of constancy, rather than that of ‘change.’ ”

G.R. Taylor, Great Evolution Mystery, pp. 141-142.
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“Dr. Eldredge [American Museum of Natural History, New York City]
was asked, ‘Do paleontologists name the same creatures differently
when they are found in different geological periods?’ He replied that

this happens, but they are mistakes. When asked the same question,

Dr. Patterson [British Museum, London] replied, ‘Oh, yes, that’s very
widely done.” Next he was asked, ‘That doesn’t seem quite honest.

You wouldn’t do that, would you?’ He said that he hoped he wouldn’t



“Would not this practice make a lot more species? Dr. Raup [Chicago
Museum] said it would; perhaps 70 percent of the species described
[in the fossil rocks] are later found to be the same as existing
species. So 70 percent of the new species named should not have
been [given new names but were], either through ignorance or

because of the ground rules used by the taxonomists.”

L.D. Sunderland, Darwin’s Enigma (1988), pp. 130-131.
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“Sadly, in the later bitter rivalry between Cope and Marsh, Leidy [an
earlier fossil collector] was all but forgotten. Paleontologist Henry
Fairfield Osborn, director of the American Museum of Natural History,
recalled that many of the Eocene and Oligocene animals had been
given three names in the scientific literature: the original Leidy name

and the Cope and Marsh names.”

Milner, Encyclopedia of Evolution (1990), pp. 272-273.
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A large number of well trained scientists outside of evolutionary
biology and paleontology have unfortunately gotten the idea that the
fossil record is far more Darwinian than it is. This probably comes
from the oversimplification inevitable in secondary sources: lowlevel
textbooks, semipopular articles, and so on. Also, there is probably
some wishful thinking involved. In the years after Darwin, his
advocates hoped to find predictable progressions. In general, these
have not been found yet the optimism has died hard, and some pure

fantasy has crept into textbooks
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One of the ironies of the creation—evolution debate is that the
creationists have accepted the mistaken notion that the fossil record

shows a detailed and orderly progression and they have gone to great

lengths to accommodate this 'fact’ in their Flood Geology
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Raup, David M., Evolution and the Fossil Record, Science, Vol 213

(July 17, 1981), p-289
b s Lady
Fossil Progression? by David M. Raup. New Scientist, Vol. 90,

p.-832, 1981
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Evolution is the faith that does not fit the facts
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Creation is the faith that fit the facts
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