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The Passover Seder Plate

On the table 1s a special “seder plate” which is used as a “visual aid”
to help us tell the story of Passover. Although there are different ways
to arrange the “simanim” (ceremonial items) on this plate, one
arrangement is to order them according to the narrative of the events
of the great Exodus from Egypt. In a sense. the entire Passover Seder
will revolve around this plate and the symbolism of its items:
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Karpas (zz272) — A vegetable (such as parsley) that is dipped mfo salt water
near the beginning of the Passover Seder. The presence of karpas represents
the growth and fertility of the Jewish people in Egypt (Exod. 1:7).

Charoset (mzi77) — An apple. wine, and nut mixture that represents the

mortar used by the Jewish slaves to buld the storehouses of Egypt. Charoset
symbolizes the toil and labor of the Jewish people in Egypt (Exod 1:13-14).

Maror (=) — A bitter herb, such as horseradish. that symbolizes the
bittemess and harshness of the slavery of the Israelites (Exod 1:13-14).

Chazeret (n7) — An medible bitter herb (such as horseradish root) that
symbolizes the atrocaty of infanticide (1.e.. Pharaoh’s decree to murder the
Jewish baby boys). This herb is inedible because it “cannot be swallowed” or
accepted, and therefore represents the repudiation of assimilation

Zero'a (»1) — A roasted lamb (or geat) shank bone that symbolizes the
korban Pesach (i.e., the sacrificed lamb whose blood was put upon the
doorposts). Note that the usual word for “bone™ is efzem (p=r) in Hebrew,
but the sages refer to the lamb as zero’a - “arm™ - as in the “outstretched
am’” (zero 'a netuyah) of the LORD. The “arm of the LORD™ 1s evidenced
in His mighty deliverance of the Jewish people given in Yeshua!

Beitzah (my°2) — A roasted egg that recalls the roasted lamb that was
slaughtered at the Temple during the season of Passover (korban chagigah).

Salt Water Bowl (n7n " mwp) — The bowl of salt water recalls the sweat
and tears of the Jewish slaves — and also recalls the spliting of the Sea and
destruction of Pharach’s ammy. We use the salt water to dip the karpas, near
the beginning of the Seder and to dip the egg before the start of the meal

The Seder

leader holds
up the plate
during this

explanation.

The Seder
Plate appeals
to our eyes to

serve as a
sort of "visual

story” of the
events of the
deliverance.

The vasious
ritual actions
(such as
dipping the
karpas,
tasting the
bitter herbs,
reciting
blessings,
singing, and
£0 0n) appeal
to our
physical
experiences at
the table
(taste, smell,
hearing)

Some people
associate the
hardboded
€9Q with the
Jewish people
- the more it
goes through,
the harder it
Qets...

An Orange - Some people add an orange to the seder plate to express welcome to

the “stranger” or those who may feel like outsiders... Passover is for all people!
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http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showChapter.php?book=2&chapter=34&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B5%D8%AD

Step Hebrew Transliteration  Activity

1 M Nerot Lighting the Candles

2 L Kadesh Sanctifying the Wine (1* cup)
3 [ARE Utchatz Washing the Hands

- oR72 Karpas Dipping the Vegetables

5 A3 Yachatz Breaking the Matzah

5 A Maggid Telling the Story (2* cup)

7 nsn7 Rachtzah Netilat Yadayim

s TE N'IW Motzi Matzah  Eating Matzah

E R~ Maror Eating Bitter Herbs

10 T['.\"?D Korekh Eating the Hillel Sandwich
11 20 09U Shulchan Orekh Eating the Meal

12 B3 Tzafun Eating the Afikoman

13 773 Barekh Blessing after the meal (3" cup)
14 v 13- Hallel Songs of Praise (4* cup)
15 1373 Nirtzah Conclusion of the Seder
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