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Ananiah son of Hezekiah by name is to be remembered for blessing

but for him the book of Ezekiel would have been hidden for its words



contradicted the Torah. What did he do? Three hundred barrels of oil
were taken up to him and he sat in an upper chamber and reconciled

them
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and served scholars much, why did he die in middle age? and no man could answer her. On one occasion I! was a guest at her house ? and she
related the whole story to me. Said I to her. "My daughter! how was he to thee in thy days of menstruation?' 'God forbid!" she rejoined: 'he did not
touch me even with his little finger" 'And how was he to thee in thy days of white [garments]?> 'He ate with me, drank with me and slept with
me in bodily contact, and it did not occur to him to do other." Said I to her, 'Blessed be the Omnipresent for slaying him, that He did not condone
on account of the Torah!* For lo! the Torah hath said, And thou shalt not approach unto a woman as long as she is impure by her uncleanness.”
When R. Dimi came § he said, It was a broad bed. In the West [Palestine] they said. R. Isaac b. Joseph said: An apron interposed between them.”

MISHNAH. AND THESE ARE OF THE HALACHOTH WHICH THEY STATED IN THE UPPER CHAMBER OF HANANIAH B.
HEZEKIAH B. GARON. WHEN THEY WENT UP TO VISIT HIM. THEY TOOK A COUNT. AND BETH SHAMMAI OUTNUMBERED
BETH HILLEL.: AND ON THAT DAY THEY ENACTED EIGHTEEN MEASURES

GEMARA. Abaye said to R. Joseph: Did we learn,. THESE ARE or AND THESE ARE? Did we learn AND THESE ARE [viz,] those that we
have stated [in the former Mishnah]; or did we learn THESE ARE [viz.,] those that are to be stated soon?’ — Come and hear: One may not
search his garments by the light of a lamp. nor read by the light of a lamp; and these are of the halachoth stated in the upper chamber of Hananiah
b. Hezekiah b. Garon. This proves that we learnt, AND THESE ARE:!? this proves it.

Our Rabbis taught: Who wrote Megillath Ta'anith?!! Said they, Hananiah b. Hezekiah andlgis companions, who cherished their troubles.!2 R.
Simeon b. Gamaliel observed: We too cherish our troubles, but what can we do? For if we come to write [them down], we are inadequate >
Another reason is: a fool is not assailed.'* Another reason: the flesh of the dead does not feel the scalpel. But that is not so, for did not R. Isaac
say. Worms are as painful to the dead as a needle in the flesh of the living, for it is said, But his flesh upon him hath pain, And his soul within
him mourneth?’® Say: The dead flesh in a living person does not feel the scalpel.

Rab Judah said in Rab's name: In truth, that man_ Hananiah son of Hezekiah by name. is to be remembered for blessing:'¢ but for him, the Book
of Ezekiel would have been hidden.!” for its words contradicted the Torah.'® What did he do? Three hundred barrels of oil were taken up to him
and he sat in an upper chamber and reconciled!® them.



Original footnotes renumbered.

1. Elijah. the supposed author of the Tanna debe Eliyahu; v. n. 1.

2. Elijah was believed to visit the earth and speak to people.

3. When a niddah's discharge ceased, she donned white garments and examined herself for seven consecutive days, which had to pass without any further discharge of
blood before she became clean. During this time she was forbidden to her husband.

4. He showed no unfair favoritism because of the man's learning.

5. Lev. XVIII, 19.

6.V.p.12,n 9.

7. But they were not actually in bodily contact.

8. Scholars are divided as to when this took place. Z. Frankel. Darke ha-Mishnah assigns it to the beginning of the division of the two schools. Graetz maintains that it
took place about four years before the destruction of the Temple; Weiss favours the last generation before the destruction. not long after the death of Agrippa I. V.
also Halevi, Doroth, 1, 3, 580 seq.

9._Lit., 'before us'. The actual eighteen were forgotten in course of time-hence Abaye's question.

10. Since the halachoth quoted are given in the previous Mishnah.

11. 'The scroll of fasting'. containing a list of the days on which fasting is forbidden. Thirty five days are listed; on fourteen public mourning was forbidden, whilst
fasting was prohibited on all. V. JE. VIIL 427.

12. Le., the days of victorious release from their troubles, and declared the minor festivals.

13. Every day marks the release from some trouble.

14. ILe., he does not perceive the troubles which surround him. So we too do not perceive our miraculous escapes.

15. Job XTIV, 22.

16. Lit., 'for good'.

17. The technical term for exclusion from the Canon'

18_E.g Ezek XLIV,31; XLV, 20, q.v.

19. Lit., 'expounded them'.
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' Bee | Newsner, The Rabbinie Troditions about the Mhansees Before 70 (3 vols.: Leiden:
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Hananel Marck, (s Yl

From the Mishna and the Talmud, it appears that Hananiah was a
rather prolific writer, author of a commentary on the Book of Ezekiel

or parts of it,

Fast - or feast, Haaretz, Saturday, June 20, 2015 Tammuz 3, 5775
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Rabbinic tradition preserves the memory of a Hananiah ben Hezekiah.
He kept the book of Ezekiel from being suppressed by studying the
apparent contradictions between it and the Torah and explaining them
all away. The tradition implies that this was no easy task. Hananiah
used three hundred barrels of oil illuminating the room where he

studied these texts to clear up the contradictions.

Bruce Vawter and Leslie J. Hoppe, A New Heart : A Commentary on
the Book of Ezekiel, International theological commentary (Grand

Rapids; Edinburgh: Eerdmans; Handsel Press, 1991), 185.
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Arabic Bible (Smith & Van Dyke); Bible. Arabic. (Logos Research

Systems, Inc., 1865; 2003), Eze 45:18.
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According to Mena. 45a, commenting on the prophet’s reference to
the sacrifices for cleansing the sanctuary on the first of the month in
45:18, Rabbi Judah confesses that the text is impossible to reconcile
with the Torah, and asserts that we must wait for Elijah, the herald of
the messianic era, to resolve the problems. However, several texts
refer to a certain Hananiah ben Hezekiah, head of the school of
Shammai, who ordered three hundred jars of oil, retreated to the
upper chamber, and before the oil was consumed had harmonized

Ezekiel with the Pentateuch.

Daniel Isaac Block, The Book of Ezekiel. Chapters 1-24, The New
International Commentary on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, MI:

Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997), 44.
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