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The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet from among you, your

own people, like myself; him you shall heed.
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ek, ex
A primary preposition denoting origin (the point whence motion or action
proceeds), from, out (of place, time or cause; literally or figuratively; direct
or remote) : — after, among, X are, at betwixt (—yond), by (the means of),
exceedingly, (+ abundantly above), for (—th), from (among, forth, up), +
grudgingly, + heartily, X heavenly, X hereby, + very highly, in, . . . ly,
(because, by reason) of, off (from), on, out among (from, of), over, since, X

thenceforth, through, X unto, X vehemently, with (—out). Often used in

composition, with the same general import; often of completion.
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The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet from among you, your

own people, like myself; him you shall heed.
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(Vulgate) prophetam de gente tua et de fratribus tuis sicut me suscitabit

tibi Dominus Deus tuus ipsum audies
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The Lord thy God will raise up to
thee a PROPHET of thy nation and
of thy brethren like unto me: him

thou shalt hear:

prophetam de gente tua et de
fratribus tuis sicut me suscitabit
tibi Dominus Deus tuus ipsum

audies
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59 The LORD vour God will raise up to vou a prophet like me
from the midst of vou, of your brethren; 1o him you shall hearken.
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36. Roberts, Old Testament Text, 211, states that the Targums generally do
not give any help in discovering textual corruption in the Old Testament ex-
cept when they confirm the variants of other versions.
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It follows from all of this that the critic can set to work when he has the
following on his desk: (1) BHS, and critical editions of (2) the Septuagint, (3)
the Peshitta, (4) the Targum, (5) the Vulgate, and—if he is working in the
Pentateuch—(6) the Samaritan Pentateuch. He can expect to reconstruct
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from these all the important readings reflected in the various witnesses. Of
this list, items (1), (2), and, where applicable, (6) are obviously of first
importance, since the texts of the Peshitta and the Targums are generally
close to MT, and the Vulgate seldom provides independent testimony.
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may preserve an independent reading in a given case. The general rule that
applies is this: When witness B is known to be dependent upon witness A,
the value of B is discounted when it agrees with A. The corollary, however,
is this: When B disagrees with A, it may reflect an independent and
authentic reading, which must then be considered as possibly original. The
following example illustrates this point.
2 Sam. 12:21 MT nnmapa
for the sake of the child (when) alive
LXXL  éri(yap) rod wawdlov (@vros
=maynmya
while the child was still alive
Syriac %50 &1 m 13 [= LXXL]
Targum ©"p &a71 7 [= LXXL]
Because both the Peshitta and the Targum ordinarily agree with MT, they
are most useful to the critic when they diverge from MT, as in this case.
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about God. This approach to the text of the Targums, which occasionally
almost ignores the meaning of the Hebrew text, reduces their value as
textual witnesses, but makes them important documents for the history of
Old Testament exegesis.’
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FiIGURE 5 HISTORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT TEXT
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