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From G1 (as negative particle) and G1121; unlettered, that is, illiterate: —

unlearned.
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Thayer Definition:
1) a private person as opposed to a magistrate, ruler, king
2) a common soldier, as opposed to a military officer
3) a writer of prose as opposed to a poet

4) in the NT, an unlearned, illiterate, man as opposed to the learned and

educated: one who is unskilled in any art
Part of Speech: noun masculine

A Related Word by Thayer’s/Strong’s Number: from G2398
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’7sn Uneducated does not mean 'illiterate," that is, unable to read or write.
Among Jews in NT times there was almost universal literacy, especially as
the result of widespread synagogue schools. The term refers to the fact

that Peter and John had no formal rabbinic training and thus, in the view of
their accusers, were not qualified to expound the law or teach publicly. The

objection is like Act 2:7.

and perceived that they were unlearned ignorant men; not by what they
now said, but by what they heard and understood of them before: they
were informed that they were "unlearned" men, or who did not understand
letters; not but that they had learned their mother tongue, and could read
the Scriptures; but they had not had a liberal education; they had not been
brought up at the feet of any of the doctors, in any of the schools and

universities of the Jews; they were not trained up in, and conversant with,



the nice distinctions, subtle argumentations, and decisions of the learned
doctors, in the interpretation of the law of Moses, and the traditions of the
elders: and understood that they were also "ignorant' men, SwwTtat, "idiots',
or private men; for men might be unlearned, and yet not be such; it seems
the high priests themselves were sometimes unlearned men: hence, on the
day of atonement,

'they used to read before him, in the order of the day, and say to him, Lord
high priest, read thou with thine own mouth; perhaps thou hast forgot, or it
may be, nTn% XY, 'thou hast not learned" (c)."

The Jews have adopted the word here used into their language; and
express by it, sometimes a man that is mean, abject, and contemptible:
thus instead of "children of base men', or "without a name", the Targumist
on Job 30:8 reads, 1117777 °12, 'the children of idiots’, or "private men": and
in the Targum on 1Sa 18:23 it is used for one lightly esteemed, and
comparable to a flea: it sometimes designs persons in a private life, though

men of learning and knowledge, in distinction from those that are in office;

so we read (d) that



'three kings, and four nmy 777, "private” persons, have no part in the world to
come; the three kings are Jeroboam, Ahab, and Manasseh; the four "idiots’,
or private men, are Balaam, Doeg, Ahithophel, and Gehazi."

And so a bench of idiots, or private men, is distinguished from a bench of
authorized and approved judges (e); and sometimes the word is used of
such, as are distinguished from doctors, or wise men; so when it is said (f)
'the command of plucking off the shoe, is done before three judges, and
though the three are 'idiots";"

the note of Maimonides upon it is,

"not wise men, but that know how to read the language,"

the Hebrew language: and such were the disciples, in every sense of the
word; they were mean and abject, poor fishermen, men of no name and
figure, that were in no office, and exalted station of life, nor versed in
Jewish learning, but common private men: so that

they marvelled; the sanheddrim were astonished to hear them talk with so

much fluency and pertinence:

[E15) Ly i



That they were unlearned and ignorant men - Aypauuatot, Persons
without literature, not brought up in nor given to literary pursuits — and
ignorant, 1Swwtat, persons in private life, brought up in its occupations
alone. It does not mean ignorance in the common acceptation of the term;
and our translation is very improper. In no sense of the word could any of
the apostles be called ignorant men; for though their spiritual knowledge
came all from heaven, yet in all other matters they seem to have been men

of good, sound, strong, common sense.
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