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The Greek text here is according to Johannes Kirchhofer,
Quellensammlung zur Geschichte des Neutestamentlichen Kanons bis
auf Hieronymus (Zurich: Meyer and Zeller, 1844), pp. 7-9. The English
translation is based upon the version published in A Select Library of
the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second
Series, vol. 4 (New York: 1892), pp. 550-5, slightly revised.

[Mepl T@dV Oelwv ypoapdv. Concerning the Divine Scriptures

AN €meldn mepl pev TV 2. But since we have made

alpeTIK®V Epviodnuev, g mention of heretics as dead, but

VEKPOV" TTEPL OE DV WG
EYOVIOV TPOC GOTNPLOY TOGC
Oelag ypopdc: kal pofobuat
umc, we £ypoyev Kopvbiotg

[TabAog, OALyol T®V dkepal®mV

of ourselves as possessing the
Divine Scriptures for salvation;
and since | fear lest, as Paul
wrote to the Corinthians, some

few of the simple should be



Amo )¢ amldtnTog Kol THg
ayl10TNTOC TAOVNODGLY, Ao THG
navovpylog Tv@dv avlpwmmv, Kol
OOV EVTIVYYAVELY ETEPOVG
ap&mvtol, TolG AEYOUEVOLC
AmoKPUPOLS, ATATWUEVOL Ti)
opovopia TV ANV Priov:
Tapakal®d véyecOat et mepl WV
eniotacbe, mepl TOLTOV KAYW
LVNUOVEV®V YPAP®, SIATE TNV
Avayknv Kol T0 YPNCIUOV THG

EKKANGLOGC.

MEM®V 0 TOVT®V HUVNULOVEVELY,
PN OO0 TPOG CVGTAGLY TG
gpovtod TOAUNG T¢ TUTW TOU
gVUYYEMOTOU AOVKA AEYmV Kol
aVToc" 'Enedn) mepitiveg
eneyelpnoav dvotd&acOal
£00VTOLG T AEYOUEVO ATOKPLOQL,
Kol Empi&on tadta i
BeomveloTw Ypaofi, Tepl TG
emneopnOnuev, kabwg

TaPESOGOV TOIG TOTPAGLY Ol AT’

beguiled from their simplicity
and purity, by the subtilty of
certain men, and should
henceforth read other books—
those called apocryphal—Iled
astray by the similarity of their
names with the true books; |
beseech you to bear patiently, if |
also write, by way of
remembrance, of matters with
which you are acquainted,
influenced by the need and

advantage of the Church.

3. In proceeding to make mention
of these things, I shall adopt, to
commend my undertaking, the
pattern of Luke the evangelist,
saying on my own account,
Forasmuch as some have taken in
hand to reduce into order for
themselves the books termed
Apocryphal, and to mix them up
with the divinely inspired

Scripture, concerning which we



dpyfig avToTTON KOl LIINPETOL
vevouevol Tod A0yov: €do&ev
KAUOL TpoTpoméVTL TapA YVvNolmv
AdELP®V, Kol pabovil avobey
e&fc €xB€chan T kavovi{opeva
Kol mopadobevta motevfévia e
Oela elvan Pprias tva Exaotog: &t
nev Natin, Katoyved tdv
TAOVNoAVTOV: 0 0€ KaBapOg
olapetvag, yatpn wév

VTTOUIUVI|OKOUEVOC.

"Eti Tolvuv Ti)¢ pEv mohoundg
o100M kNG Piila T¢d apOud ta
navto £lkocs1dvo” TocadTo YAp,
W¢ NJKOLG O, Kol TX 6TOL ET0 TX
nap' EBpaioic slvar

nopadedovrat. Tf) O¢ Tdet Kal T¢

have been fully persuaded, as
they who from the beginning
were eye-witnesses and ministers
of the Word, delivered to the
Fathers; it seemed good to me
also, having been urged thereto
by true brethren, and having
learned from the beginning, to set
before you the books included in
the Canon, and handed down, and
accredited as divine; to the end
that anyone who has fallen into
error may condemn those who
have led them astray; and that he
who has continued steadfast in
purity may again rejoice, having
these things brought to his

remembrance.

4. There are, then, of the Old
Testament, twenty-two books in
number; for, as | have heard, it is
handed down that this is the
number of the letters among the

Hebrews; their respective order



ovopatt €0tV £K0GTOV 0VTOC
np&dTov T'éveotc, elto "EEodoc,
elto, Agvitikdv, Kal petd TodTo
ApBpot, xal Aouwdv o
Agvtepovopov: €Efg 0& ToVTolg
€otlv 'Incod 0 100 Nowfj, kal
Kprtral. kol peta totto 1 Povo.
Kol TaAw €Efc Baolei®dv
t€ccapa BiPria Kal ToVT®V TO
LEV TP@DTOV Kol deVTEPOV ELG EV
Bipriov apiBuetton 10 &€ Tpltov
Kol T€TopTov Opolng eic €v: peta
o€ tabta [Moaparewmopeva o kat B,
opolog glg &v Pifilov
&pOpovpeva, etta "Ecdpag o kal
B ouolwg glg €v, peta d¢ TabTO
Biprog Yarudv, kal €Efc
Hopopiot. eita ExkAnctooTrc,
kol Aopa dopdtov. mpog To0To1g
€ott kol Twp, kol Aowmdv
[Tpoefitar ol pev dwdeka eig Ev
BiBriov &pBpopevor. sita
‘Hoalag, Tepepiag, kal oLV a0TH
Bapovy, Opijvol kal EmioToAn),

Kol pet’ ovtov 'EdexmA kal

and names being as follows. The
first is Genesis, then Exodus, next
Leviticus, after that Numbers,
and then Deuteronomy.
Following these there is Joshua
the son of Nun, then Judges, then
Ruth. And again, after these four
books of Kings, the first and
second * being reckoned as one
book, and so likewise the third
and fourth 2 as one book. And
again, the first and second of the
Chronicles are reckoned as one
book and Ezra, the first and
second 2 are similarly one book.
After these there is the book of
Psalms, then the Proverbs, next
Ecclesiastes, and the Song of
Songs. Job follows, then the
Prophets, the Twelve [minor
prophets] being reckoned as one
book. Then Isaiah, one book, then
Jeremiah with Baruch,
Lamentations and the Epistle, one

book; afterwards Ezekiel and


http://www.bible-researcher.com/athanasius.html#note1
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Aavii. aypt ToUTOV TA THC

aAodc SNk lotator.

Ta d¢ Thig Kovijc TAALY oVK
OKvNTEOV elmelv: EoTt yap TaDTO.
gVUYYEMA TEGGOPO” KOTO
Matbaiov, kot Mdapkov, Kata
Aovkdty, katd Todvvny. elto
ueta tavta [pa&eig amoctormv,
Kol émotohal Kaboiukal
KOAOUUEVOL TV ATOGTOA®V
ENTA" 0VTOC pHev a. [Takwpov]
[Tétpov &2 P. elta Todvvov y. kol
ueta tovtag Tovda a. Tpdg
tovtolg [Toviov dmootdrov sicly
EmoToAal dEKATEGGUPES, Ti)
TAEEL YPAPOUEVOL OVTMG TPWTN
npo¢ Popaiovg: elto mpdg
Kopwvbiovg dvo. kal peta todto
p0og I'oddrag. kal e&fjg mpog
Egeciove. elto mpodc
durimnclovg Kol Tpog
Koloocoaelc. kal peta tobtog

PO Oe6GUALOVIKEIG dVO" Kol 1

Daniel, each one book. Thus far

constitutes the Old Testament.

5. Again, it is not tedious to speak
of the books of the New
Testament. These are: the four
Gospels, according to Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John. After
these, The Acts of the Apostles,
and the seven epistles called
Catholic: of James, one; of Peter,
two, of John, three; after these,
one of Jude. In addition, there are
fourteen epistles of Paul the
apostle, written in this order: the
first, to the Romans; then, two to
the Corinthians; after these, to the
Galatians; next, to the Ephesians,
then, to the Philippians; then, to
the Colossians; after these, two of
the Thessalonians; and that to the
Hebrews; and again, two to

Timothy; one to Titus; and lastly,



npoc ‘EBpailovc kal e00UG Tpog
uev Tuobeov 600" Tpog d¢ Titov
uio. kol teAevtalo 1) TPOG
duinpova. kal T Todvvov

AmokaALYIC.

Tadto tnyal To0 complov, wote
TOV Sy @vTa Eupopeictot TV €v
TOUTOIS AoYLlmV" €V TOUTOLG
Lovolc to ti¢ eVoePelag
daokaAelov evayyelleTart.
undeig toVTo1G EmMPOUrAET®, un O
TOUTOV AQopelchm Ti. TEepl O
TOUTOV 0 KUPLO¢ Zadd0VKALOVG
LEV EOVOWTEL, AEYOV' TAOVACOE
un €l60TEC TAG YPOPAG. TOTG O
‘Tovdatoig Tapnver epevvarte Tag
YPOPAG 0Tl avTal Elot al

noaptupodoat mepl ERoD.

AL Eveka ve mhelovog dxpiPelog
npootiOnut kol Tobto Ypdpwv

avaykolmg wg 0Tt €otv Kol

that to Philemon. And besides,

the Revelation of John.

6. These are the fountains of
salvation, that he who thirsts may
be satisfied with the living words
they contain. In these alone the
teaching of godliness is
proclaimed. Let no one add to
these; let nothing be taken away
from them. For concerning these
the Lord put to shame the
Sadducees, and said, Ye do err,
not knowing the Scriptures. And
he reproved the Jews, saying,
Search the Scriptures, for these

are they that testify of me.

7. But for the sake of greater
exactness | add this also, writing

under obligation, as it were.



gtepa PipAla TovTv EE0OEV 0V
KovoviILOUEVOL LEV TETUTTOUEVH OE
TOPA TOV TATEPOV
dvaywvwokesOat Tolg aptt
TPOCEPYOUEVOLC Kol BOVAOUEVOLG
Katnyelobon Tov i) evoePelog
Loyov: Toplo Zolou®dvToc, Kol
Yopla Zipay, kal EcOnp, kol
"Tovdld, kol ToPlag, kol Adaym
KOAOVUEVT TV ATOGTOA®V, Kol
0 [Mownv. Kait dpwg dyamnrol,
KAakelvov kavovilouévav Kol
TOUTOV AVOYIVOGKOUEV®V
oVdOD TV ATOKPUEMV
LU GALA aLPETIKGDY EGTLY
entvola, ypapoOvimv pev 0te
Bélovoy avTd: YapllopEVmY 08
Kol TPOooTIOEVTOV aUTOLG
YPOVOUG VoL ¢ ToAoLA
TPOPEPOVTEG, TPOPUCLY EYWOOLV
Amatdv €K TOUTOV TOUG

dkepoaiove.

There are other books besides
these, indeed not received as
canonical but having been
appointed by our fathers to be
read to those just approaching
and wishing to be instructed in
the word of godliness: Wisdom of
Solomon, Wisdom of Sirach,
Esther, Judith, Tobit. But the
former, my brethren, are included
in the Canon, the latter being
merely read; nor is there any
place a mention of secret
writings. But such are the
invention of heretics, who indeed
write them whenever they wish,
bestowing upon them their
approval, and assigning to them a
date, that so, using them as if they
were ancient writings, they find a
means by which to lead astray the

simple-minded.
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