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Nazoraios, gen. Nazoraiou, masc. proper noun. A Nazarene, an

inhabitant of Nazareth. Spoken of Jesus (Mat _26:71; Mar_10:47;

Luk_18:37; Luk_24:19; Joh 18:5, Joh 18:7; Act 3:6; Act_4:10;

Act_6:14); in the inscription on the cross (Joh_19:19); by Peter (Act_2:22);

by Paul (Act_26:9); by our Lord Himself (Act_22:8). In Mat_2:23, we find

the expression "He shall be called a Nazarene," i.e., according to the
meaning of the Hebr. word net‘ser(H5342), 'he shall be called a shoot' or

branch. This is in allusion to such passages as Isa 11:1; Isa 53:2;

Zec 3:8; Zec 6:12, but here also it implies reproach from the contempt in

which Nazareth was held. Used once of Christians held in contempt as the

followers of Jesus of Nazareth (Act_24:5).
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and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes; not Nazarites, as Calvin

seems to understand the passage; for these were men of great repute



among the Jews, and for Paul to be at the head of them would never be
brought against him as a charge: but Nazarenes, that is, Christians, so

called by way of contempt and reproach, from Jesus of Nazareth; which
name and sect being contemptible among the Romans, as well as Jews,

are here mentioned to make the apostle more odious.

b

Of the Nazarenes — This was the name usually given to Christians by

way of contempt. They were so called because Jesus was of Nazareth.

B

Perhaps this party was taunted with the name Nazoraioi by orthodox Jews,
who by Christian times applied the term of disrespect, knowingly or
ignorantly, to the new Christian sect.” Tertullus attempts to portray the so-
called Nazarene sect as a political party, but he fails, because Felix is

acquainted with the Christian faith (v. Act_24:22).



Cudlal) Sligt) dsala

“Sect” is not a derogatory term in itself. “Nazarenes” (a term Jewish
Christians in time generally applied to themselves) was perhaps originally

an insult,

S
ringleader ... sect of the Nazarenes. The second charge brought against

Paul was sectarianism (heresy). Tertullus' contemptuous reference to

Christianity as "the sect of the Nazarenes' (cf. Act_6:14; Joh 1:46;

Joh_7:41, Joh 7:52) was intended to portray Paul as the leader of a

messianic sect posing a danger to Rome.
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The Works of Flavius Josephus Antiquities of the Jews Book 18

Chapter 3

He was [the] Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal
men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at
the first did not forsake him; for he appeared to them alive again the third
day; as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other
wonderful things concerning him. And the tribe of Christians, so hamed

from him, are not extinct at this day.
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