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Denton’s final alternative) : creation according to a common design.
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in his chapter titled “The Failure of Homology.” Dr. Denton is not only
a research scientist with a Ph.D. in molecular biology, but also an
M.D. with an intimate knowledge of comparative anatomy and
embryology. He admits his desire to find naturalistic explanations for
patterns of similarity among organisms (homology), but he also

admits the failure of evolutionary explanations.

.Denton, Michael, Evolution: A Theory in Crisis, Burnett Books,
London, Chapter 7, 1985. Return to text.
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Now if these various structures were transmitted by the same gene-
complex, varied from time to time by mutations and acted upon by
environmental selection, the theory would make good sense.
Unfortunately this is not the case. Homologous organs are now
known to be produced by totally different gene complexes in the
different species. The concept of homology in terms of similar genes

handed on from a common ancestor has broken down.” —

*Randall, quoted in*William Fix, The Bone Peddlers, p. 189.
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Yet no evolutionist, he says, claims that the hind limb evolved from
the forelimb, or that hind limbs and forelimbs evolved from a common

source.
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“When Professor [*George Gaylord] Simpson says that homology is
determined by ancestry and concludes that homology is evidence of
ancestry, he is using the circular argument so characteristic of
evolutionary reasoning. When he adds that evolutionary
developments can be described without paleontological evidence, he
is attempting to revive the facile and irresponsible speculation which
through so many years, under the influence of the Darwinian

mythology, has impeded the advance of biology.”

Evolution and Taxonomy,” Studia Entomologica, Vol. 5, , p. 567.
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“It is now clear that the pride with which it was assumed that the
inheritance of homologous structures from a common ancestor
explained homology was misplaced; for such inheritance cannot be
ascribed to identity of genes. The attempt to find ‘homologous’
genes, except in closely related species, has been given up as

hopeless.”
Sir Gavin De Beer, Homology, an Unsolved Problem
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“What mechanism can it be that results in the production of

homologous organs, the same ‘patterns,’ in spite of their not being



controlled by the same genes? | asked that question in 1938, and it

has not yet been answered.”
Op. cit., p. 16.
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The entire matter is a great mystery which evolutionists cannot
fathom. How can there be similarities among lifeforms with different

genes—different DNA codes? In desperation,

S.C. Harland, in Biological Reviews
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“The older text—-books on evolution make much of the idea of
homology . . Now if these various structures were transmitted by the
same gene—-complex, varied from time to time by mutations and acted
upon by environmental selection, the theory would make good sense.
Unfortunately this is not the case. Homologous organs are now
known to be produced by totally different gene complexes in the
different species. The concept of homology in terms of similar genes

handed on from a common ancestor has broken down.”

Randall, quoted in *William Fix, The Bone Peddlers, p. 189.
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“The concept of homology is fundamental to what we are talking

about when we speak of evolution, yet in truth we cannot explain it at

all in terms of present-day biological theory.”

Sir A. Hardy, The Living Stream (1965), p. 211.
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“If, then, it can be established beyond dispute that similarity or even
identity of the same character in different species is not always to be
interpreted to mean that both have arisen from a common ancestor,
the whole argument from comparative anatomy seems to tumble in

ruins.”—

* Thomas Hunt Morgan, “The Bearing of Mendelism on the Origin of

the Species,” in Scientific Monthly 16(3):237
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After twenty years of research in evolution, he asked himself to name
just one thing about evolution he knew for sure—and he couldn’t
come up with anything! When he asked other leading evolutionists,
the only thing anyone could come up with was that “convergence is
everywhere.” Finally, Patterson said with dismay, he was forced to
conclude that evolution is an “anti—theory” that generates “anti—
knowledge”—a concept full of explanatory vocabulary that actually
explains nothing and that even generates a false impression of what

the facts are.

Patterson, Colin, Address at American Museum of Natural History,
New York, November 5, 1981. (Summarized by Gary Parker and
Luther Sunderland in Acfs and Facts, Impact No. 108, Institute for

Creation Research, El Cajon, CA, December 1982.)
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He then proceeded to examine the molecular data as a creationist
would, in simple recognition that creationists produce testable
hypotheses, and that now he can understand and explain what
inferences creationists would draw from the data, without either
agreeing or disagreeing with them. What a superb example of healthy
scientific skepticism! Patterson is able to see the data regarding
homology in their wholeness, and experience the unbridled freedom

to wonder not only how but whether evolution occurred!
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The difficulties associated with attempting to explain how a family of
homologous proteins could have evolved at constant rates has
created chaos in evolutionary thought. 7he evolutionary community
has divided into two camps—those still adhering to the selectionist
position, and those rejecting it in favor of the neutralist. The
devastating aspect of this controversy is that neither side can
adequately account for the constancy of the rate of molecular
evolution; yet each side fatally weakens the other. The selectionists
wound the neutralists’ position by pointing to the disparity in the
rates of mutation per unit time, while the neutralists destroy the
selectionists’ position by showing how ludicrous it is to believe that
selection would have caused equal rates of divergence in “junk”
proteins or along phylogenetic lines so dissimilar as those of man
and carp. Both sides win valid points, but in the process the
credibility of the molecular clock hypothesis is severely strained and

with it the whole paradigm of evolution itself is endangered.

Denton, Michael, Evolution: A Theory in Crisis, Burnett Books,

London, page 306, 1985.
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Ultimately, however, it is homology that has provided the greatest
stumbling block to Darwinian theory, for at the final and most crucial

hurdle, homology has fallen

Milton, R., Shattering the Myths of Darwinism, Park Street Press,

Rochester, p. 179,
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