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| do confidently assert that Matthew wrote Jeremy, as we read it, and that
it was very readily understood and received by his countrymen. We will
transcribe the following monument of antiquity out of the Talmudists, and
then let the reader judge: 'A tradition of the Rabbins. This is the order of
the prophets. The Book of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, Isaiah, and the twelve." And a little after: "But since Isaiah was
before both Jeremiah and Ezekiel, he ought to have been set before them:
but since the Book of Kings ends with destruction, and all Jeremiah is
about destruction;, and since Ezekiel begins with destruction and ends with
comfort; and all Isaiah is about comfort, they joined destruction with
destruction, and comfiort with comfort ": that is, they placed these books
together which treat of destruction, and those together which treat of

comfort.
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You have this tradition quoted by David Kimchi in his preface to

Jeremiah. Whence it is very plain that Jeremiah of old had the first place
among the prophets: and hereby he comes to be mentioned above all the
rest, Mat 16:14; because he stood first in the volume of the prophets,
therefore he is first named. When, therefore, Matthew produceth a text of
Zechariah under the name of Jeremy, he only cites the words of the
volume of the prophets under his name who stood first in the volume of the
prophets. Of which sort is that also of our Saviour, Luk 24:44; "All things
must be fulfilled, which are written of me in the Law, and the Prophets,
and the Psalms." '"In the Psalms"; that is, in the Book of Hagiographa, in

which the Psalms were placed first.
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"A tradition of the Rabbins. This is the order of the prophets. The Book

of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and the
twelve.'

(b)) (5) dolall (4) Juigaa Bladl) godn QUS . cludl) ul)S 10a , Cralaal) 28T

)6) sie Nl «olas) (JLija

ks Jalks I3 tny o

'But since Isaiah was before both Jeremiah and Ezekiel, he ought to

have been set before them: but since the Book of Kings ends with



destruction, and all Jeremiah is about destruction; and since Ezekiel
begins with destruction and ends with comfort; and all Isaiah is about
comfort, they joined destruction with destruction, and comfort with

comfort "
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§ 5.
Sequence.

The classical passage for the sequence of the books is the Baraita in B. B.
14b. With the exclusion of interjected remarks chronicled there, it runs as

follows:
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"The sequence of the Prophets is Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah, the 12 [minor] prophets; that of the Hagiographa
is Ruth, Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon,

Lamentations, Daniel, Esther, Ezra, Chronicles.
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Who wrote the books? Moses wrote his book, the section of Balaam and
Job; Joshua wrote his book, and the last eight verses of the Torah; Samuel
wrote his book, Judges, and Ruth; David wrote the Psalms, by the hand of
the ten Ancients; namely, through Adam (Psalm cxxxix. 16, perhaps also
xcii.), through Melchizedek, Ps. cx.: through Abraham, Ps. Ixxxix. (wm o
explained to = Abraham); through Moses, Ps. xc.—c.; through Heman, Ps.
Ixxxviii.; through Jeduthun, Ps. Ixii.; perhaps Ixxvii.; through Asaph, Ps. I.,
Ixxiii.—Ixxxiii.; and through the three sons of Korah, Ps. xlii. xlix., Ixxviii.,
Ixxxiv., Ixxxv., Ixxxviii. [The question whether Solomon should be included
among the Psalmists is discussed in Tosafot 15a.] Jeremiah wrote his

book, the Book of Kings, and Lamentations; King Hezekiah, and his council



that survived him, wrote Isaiah, Proverbs, Song of Solomon, and
Ecclesiastes; the men of the Great Synagogues wrote Ezekiel, the Twelve
Prophets, Daniel, and Esther Ezra wrote his book and the genealogy of

Chronicles down to himself."
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From the fact that in this account of the authors Moses is mentioned as the
author of the Torah, it may be inferred that in the collection from which the
Baraita is cited the sequence also of the five books of the Torah was

probably given. But it is also possible that the Pentateuch, from its liturgical
use in the synagogue, was so familiar as to be regarded almost as a single

book, of the separate parts of which no enumeration was necessary.

Prophets.

The most striking sequence in this passage is that of the Prophets, given
as Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Isaiah, a sequence commented on in the

Talmud. There it is explained that this is because the Book of Kings ends



with destruction, Jeremiah begins and closes with destruction, Ezekiel
begins with destruction and ends with consolation, while all of Isaiah
consists of consolation. Thus, destruction appropriately follows upon
destruction, and consolation upon consolation. The artificiality of this
interpretation needs no explanation; but it must be remarked that such

sequence is not chronological.
L)
galil) B sgage cuiilly . elad) JLia La)) shg cbud¥) il g maaly cuin |

GLAIL fan Judiag ATl eiig lay byl GLATL gt dlolal) jla (Y juds 134
Y oaiall 1y Aujal Bany g Aviad ad QLA Ay A agly . elis AIS sldly ofialls ghbg

daie) Gl Syl 038 ) Badls ) g el () gz iy

The clearest explanation is that of Strack, who claims that the Baraita
evidently arranged the prophetical books according to their size, a principle
apparently followed also in the arrangement of the Mishnah treatises.
According to their length, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and the twelve
Prophets stand to one another in the ratio of 41, 36, 32, and 30. The same

principle is apparent in the sequence of the older Hagiographa, where the



insertion of Job between the Psalms and Proverbs (the works of father,

David, and son, Solomon) is particularly noticeable.
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Since the Baraita regarded Moses as the author of Job, this book might
quite appropriately have been placed at the head of the Hagiographa, as
was indeed recommended by the Talmud. Now, according to their lengths,
the Psalms (with Ruth), Job, and Proverbs stand to one another in the ratio
of 39, 15, and 13; and Job, therefore, follows Psalms. The sequence of the
three Solomonic books, wherein the placing ofEcclesiastes before the Song
of Solomon is especially remarkable, illustrates the same principle of

arrangement, the largest being placed first.
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of the money, which on Judas’ remorse was recalled from its first purpose

50805080

of a fee, Revocati. and appropriated to the purchase of a potter’s

field, as narrated in the Gospel of Matthew, were clearly foretold by

Jeremiah-5°815081

This passage more nearly resembles Zech. xi. 12 and
13 than anything in Jeremiah, although the transaction in Jer. xxxii. 7-15 is
noted by the commentators, as referred to. Tertullian had good reason for
mentioning Jeremiah and not Zechariah, because the apostle whom he
refers to (Matt. xxvii. 3—10) had distinctly attributed the prophecy to
Jeremiah (“Jeremy the prophet,” ) This is not the place to do more
than merely refer to the voluminous controversy which has arisen from the
apostle’s mention of JEREMIAH instead of Zechariah. It is enough to remark
that Tertullian’s argument is unaffected by the discrepancy in the name of

the particular prophet. On all hands the prophecy is admitted, and this at

once satisfies our author’s argument. For the ms. evidence in favour of
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the unquestionably correct reading, tote émAnpmON TO POV Sl
‘Iepepiov TOD Mpo@nTOL, K.T.A., the reader is referred to Dr. Tregelles’
Critical Greek Testament, in loc.; only to the convincing amount of
evidence collected by the very learned editor must now be added the
subsequently obtained authority of Tischendorf’s Codex Sinaiticus. “And
they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of Him who was
valued>’$2°%82  Appretiati vel honorati. There is nothing in the original or
the Septuagint to meet the second word honorati, which may refer to the
“honorarium,” or “fee paid on admission to a post of honour,”—a term of
Roman law, and referred to by Tertullian himself. and gave them for the

potter’s field.”

-

Aad sy

Jia )il dawadag o) gag ) Gaall e (Sl CilS Niggn WA ) 248l
L)) Aaclss Coag A8 gl () (B Sl o84

ol A Aially & Agiall odag bl 8 Lgh) ) Clpills asbea o) sy s
ot

AN gl B el g


javascript:toggle('fnf_v.iv.v.xl-p14.8');

Ladla i daallg



