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See: Melanisme Evolution In Action by Michael E. N. Majerus, Oxford University Press: 1998,
338 pp. In CSE/moth. Only 2 moths were actually seen resting on trees in 40 years of researchl!
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“This is the most striking evolutionary change ever to have been

withessed by man.”

International Wildlife Encyclopedia Vol. 20, p. 2706.
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“Had he known it, an example was at hand which would have
provided him with the proof he needed. The case was an exceedingly

rare one—the peppered moth.”

Robert Jastrow, Red Giants and White Dwarfs, p. 235.
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“One of the arguments of the creationists is that no one has ever
seen the forces of evolution at work. That would seem the most
nearly irrefutable of their arguments, and yet it, too, is wrong. In fact,
if any confirmation of Darwinism were needed, it has turned up in
examples of natural selection that have taken place before our eyes
(now that we know what to watch for). A notable example occurred in
Darwin’s native land. In England, it seems, the peppered moth exists

in two varieties, a light and a dark.”

Isaac Asimov, Asimov’s New Guide to Science (1984), p. 780.
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“This is an excellent demonstration of the function of camouflage;
but, since it begins and ends with peppered moths and no new

species is formed, it is quite irrelevant as evidence for evolution.”

On Call, July 2, 1973, p. 9.
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“We doubt, however, that anything more is involved in these cases

than the selection of already existing genes.”

Fred Hoyle and *Chandra Wickramasinghe, Evolution from Space

(1981), p. 5.
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“The recent work of H.B.D. Kettlewell on industrial melanism has
certainly confirmed the hypothesis that natural selection takes place
in nature. This is the story of the black mutant of the common
peppered moth which, as Kettlewell has shown with beautiful
precision, increases in numbers in the vicinity of industrial centers
and decreases, being more easily exposed to predators, in rural
areas. Here, say the neo—Darwinians, is natural selection, that is,
evolution, actually going on. But to this we may answer: selection,
yes; the color of moths or snails or mice is clearly controlled by
visibility to predators; but ‘evolution’? Do these observations explain
how in the first place there came to be any moths or snails or mice at
all? By what right are we to extrapolate the pattern by which color or
other such superficial characters are governed to the origin of

species, let alone of classes, orders, phyla of living organisms?”

Marjorie Grene, “The Faith of Darwinism, “Encounter, p. 52.
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L. Harrison Matthews, a biologist so distinguished he was asked to
write the foreword for the 1971 edition of Darwin’s Origin of Species,

said:

therein that the peppered moth example showed natural selection,

but noft ‘evolution in action.’
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“The [peppered moth] experiments beautifully demonstrate natural
selection—or survival of the fittest—in action, but they do not show
evolution in progress, for however the populations may alter in their
content of light, intermediate, or dark forms, all the moths remain

from beginning to end Bisfon betularia.”

Harrison Matthews, “Introduction,” to Charles Darwin’s Origin of the

Species (1971 edition), p. Xi.
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D.R. Lees & E.R. Creed, Industrial melanism in Biston betularia: the
role of selective predation, Journal of Animal Ecology 44:67-83,

1975.
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H. Kettlewell (1959), ‘Darwin’s missing evidence’ in Evolution and the
fossil record, readings from Scientific American, W.H. Freeman and

Co., San Francisco, p. 23, 1978
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University of Massachusetts biologist Theodore Sargent helped glue
moths onto trees for a NOVA documentary. He says textbooks and

films have featured ‘a lot of fraudulent photographs.’
1. J.A. Coyne, Nature 396(6706):35-36, 1998.

2. The Washington Times, p. D8, 17 January 1999
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Jerry A. Coyne

“Not Black and White”
“Majerus notes that the most serious
problem in that B. betularia probably does
not rest on tree trunks —exactly two moths
have been seen In such a position in more
than 40 years of intensive search. The
natural resting spots, are In fact, a mystery.”

Nature, Vol.36,11/5/98, p.35
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Jerry A. Coyne
“Not Black and White”

“This alone invalidates Kettlewell's
release-recapture experiments, as
moths were released by placing them
directly onto tree trunks, where they
are highly visible to bird predators.”

Nature, VoI1.36, 11/5/98, p.35
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Jerry A. Coyne
“Not Black and White”

“Finally, the results of Kettlewell's
behavioral experiments were not

replicated in later studies: moths have
no tendency to choose matching

backgrounds.”

Nature, Vol.36, 11/5/98, p.35
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British scientist Cyril Clarke, who investigated the peppered moth

extensively, wrote:

‘But the problem is that we do not know the resting sites of the moth

during the day time. ... In 25 years we have found only



two betularia on the tree trunks or walls adjacent to our traps (one on

an appropriate background and one not), and none elsewhere.

C.A. Clarke, G.S. Mani and G. Wynne, Evolution in reverse: clean air
and the peppered moth, Biological Journal of the Linnean

Society 26:189-199, 1985; quote on p. 197
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Calgary Herald, p. D3, 21 March 1999.

S Jadd) oAbl alify dlld il el (il sblaal 038 ddfiag Acgana dald
) Jrdlls quilly CppdiS 35l agag B 138 gy dajliag jgaka gub dikaia (B O

S JB L e pl) ARale JSl il aglslit Al cilS Latie ) gl



D.R. Lees & E.R. Creed, ref. 4
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Unfettered by evolutionary ‘just so’ stories, researchers can now look
for the real causes of these population shifts. Might the dark form
actually have a function, like absorbing more warmth? Could it reflect
conditions in the caterpillar stage? In a different nocturnal moth
species, Sargent has found that the plants eaten by the larvae may
induce or repress the expression of such ‘melanism’ in adult moths
(see Sargent T.R. ef al. in M.K. Hecht et a/, Evolutionary

Biology 30:299-322, Plenum Press, New York, 1998)

http://creation.com/goodbye—peppered—moths#f]1
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University of Chicago evolutionary biologist Jerry Coyne agrees that
the peppered moth story, which was ‘the prize horse in our stable,’

has to be thrown out.

J.A. Coyne, Nature 396(6706):35-36, 1998.
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“...one can argue that there is no direct

evidence for a Darwinian origin of a

body plan — black Biston betularia
[black moths] certainly do not
constitute one! Thus in the end we have
to admit that we do not really know

how body plans originate.”

Wallac Arthur, Theories of Life
Pengin, 1987, pg 156, 180

Ity agd) oSy Aia jghail) ()l Jgaiig g planad) dallal) Lgy £ 23 530S Alha) (o JUia )2
£16Y) @l a5 AN dpalal) Sl (gt o) Ga Ju skl LEE udlSY) (e Ao gana
pels (AL o) Ay Basly dullaia) pf laay ¥ 138 13SA Lgily (e ciaag g r 1Ay

LSy aladiuly el o adly s SN el I3y (ualal) QUSY JB LS 13<h

JEal 13 Jia ¢ s 4y skl Ao AalS Sl Laag Ji Laa Jgastid



Ladla i daallg



