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“Wallace, Charles Darwin’s ‘junior partner’ in discovering natural selection,

had a disturbing problem: He did not believe their theory could account for

the evolution of the human brain.

“In the Origin of Species (1859), Darwin had concluded that natural
selection makes an animal only as perfect as it needs to be for survival in
its environment. But it struck Wallace that the human brain seemed to be a

much better piece of equipment than our ancestors really needed.

“After all, he reasoned, humans living as simple tribal hunter gatherers
would not need much more intelligence than gorillas. If all they had to do

was gather plants and eggs and kill a few small creatures for a living, why



develop a brain capable, not merely of speech, but also of composing

symphonies and doing higher mathematics?

“Neverthess, Wallace’s problem remains unsolved; the emergence of the

human mind is still a mystery.”

R. Milner, Encyclopedia of Evolution (1990), p. 457.
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“Human Brains Share a
Consistent Genetic Blueprint
and Possess Enormous
Biochemical Complexity”

Allen Institute for Brain Science
Press Release:
http://www.alleninstitute.org/Media/
documents/press relcascs/

2012 0919 PressRelease Nature
AllenHumanBrainAtlas. html
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MacRoberts explains that the reason the apes are thought to be so

intelligent is because people assume they are.

“If Leakey had seen the Galapagos finch prying and stabbing hidden grubs
with cactus spines, or watched California woodpeckers chisel trees into
collective ‘granaries’ for storing acorns, would he say we would have to

change the definition of man—or birds?

“No, because primatologists are like doting parents. Anything ‘their’
monkeys or apes do is remarkably clever, because they expect them to be
bright. And anything other animals do is ‘just instinct,” because they’re

supposed to be far removed from man.”

Michael MacRoberts, quoted in R. Milner, Encyclopedia of Evolution
(1990). p. 438.
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“The most intuitive and tempting
explanation is that the expansion of our
brains during the Paleolithic paralleled the
emergence ol more sophisticated
intelligence, as partially evidenced by the
existing archacological record of

increasingly complex tools and cookware. ™

Ferris Jabr
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com
brainwaves/2012/09/20/why-we-need-to-
study-the-brains-evolution-in-order-to-
understand-the-modern-mind
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