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5,000-Year-0Old Nativity Scene Found
in Egypt

Ancient cave art in the Egvptian Sahara desert depicts two parents
a baby and a star in the east.




Jahy (pally 4 pae slaua (4 ans QAJJJ@&,&:\JMSOOO dia Dlall agde caldis)
gdall clilging (B pdiall (A aiy

BiS dualeg dujLa) aBlga Lgildiy

LI\/ESCI“CE NEWS TECH HEALTH PLANETEARTH SPACE

Live Science > History

5,000-Year-Old Nativity Scene
Found in Egypt

By Rossella Lorenzi, Seeker | December 23, 2016 08;06am ET
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ltalian researchers have discovered what might be the ol

scene ever found — 5,000-year-old rock art that depicts

a newborn between parents and two animals

The scene, painted in reddish-brown ochre, was found on the ceiling of a
small cavity in the Egyptian Sahara desert, during an expedition to sites
between the Nile valley and the Gilf Kebir Plateau
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"It's a very evocative scene which indeed resembles the Christmas

nativity. But it predates it by some 3,000 years,"
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"The discovery has several implications as it raises new questions on

the iconography of one of the more powerful Christian symbols,"
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"It could have been interpreted as a normal depiction of a family, with
the baby between the parents, but other details make this drawing

unique," Morelli said.
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On the upper part is a headless lion, a mythical beast which appears
in several rock art drawings from the same area, while below in the

scene a baboon or an anthropomorphic monkey can be seen.
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optically stimulated luminescence (OSL), infrared stimulated aa,¢d)

luminescence (IRSL), and thermoluminescence (TL).
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Most luminescence dating methods rely on the assumption that the

mineral grains were sufficiently "bleached" at the time of the event

being dated.

Rhodes, E. J. (2011). "Optically stimulated luminescence dating of

sediments over the past 250,000 years'. Annual Review of Earth and



Planetary Sciences. 39: 461-488. doi:10.1146/annurev—earth-

040610-133425. Retrieved February 8, 2016.
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Thermoluminescence dating is used for pottery. It dates items
between the years 300-10,000 BP (before present).
Thermoluminescence dating is generally not very accurate. The
accuracy of thermoluminescence dating is only about 15% for a

single sample and 7 to 10% for a suite of samples in a single context.

http://www.webexhibits.org/pigments/intro/dating.html
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A Pharaoh’s Last Fleet A publication of the Archaeological Institute of

America By JASON URBANUS Monday, December 12, 2016
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