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“Evolution is unproved
and unprovable. We
believe it only because
the only alternative is

special creation, and
that is unthinkable.”

Sir Arthur Keith (he wrote the forward to
the 100th anniversary edition of Darwin's
book, Origin of Species in 1959)
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Xu, X.; Zhao, Q.; Norell, M.; Sullivan, C.; Hone, D.,; Erickson, G.;

Wang, X.; Han, F. & Guo, Y. (2009). ‘A new feathered maniraptoran



dinosaur fossil that fills a morphological gap in avian origin'. Chinese

Science Bulletin. 54 (3): 430-435.
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Hu, D.; Hou, L.; Zhang, L. & Xu, X. (2009). 'A pre-Archaeopteryx
troodontid theropod from China with long feathers on the metatarsus’.

Nature. 461 (7264): 640-643
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Godefroit, P.; Demuynck, H.; Dyke, G.; Hu, D.; Escuillié, F.; Claeys,

P. (2012). 'Reduced plumage and flight ability of a new Jurassic

paravian theropod from China’. Nature Communications. 4: 1394.
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~ Godefroit et al., “A Jurassic Avialan Dinosaur from China Resolves

Early Phylogenetic History of Birds
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Hu, D.; Hou, L.; Zhang, L. & Xu, X. (2009). 'A pre-Archaeopteryx
troodontid theropod from China with long feathers on the metatarsus’.

Nature. 461 (7264): 640-643
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Ehrenberg, “Fossil Muddies the Origin of Birds".
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Archaeorapftor is just the tip of the iceberg. There are scores of fake
fossils out there, and they have cast a dark shadow over the whole
field. When you go to these fossil shows, it’s difficult to tell which
ones are faked and which ones are not. | have heard that there is a
fake—fossil factory in northeastern China, in Liaoning Province, near
the deposits where many of these recent alleged feathered dinosaurs

were found.
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Journals like NMature don’t require specimens to be authenticated, and

the specimens immediately end up back in China, so nobody can

examine them. ... fthere is no way to authenticate any of this stuff

Discover Dialogue: Ornithologist and Evolutionary Biologist Alan

Feduccia Plucking Apart the Dino-Birds, Discover 24(2),
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“The fact that it is so neatly arranged and so complete makes it

suspicious.”
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4.Feduccia, A., Lingham-Soliar, T., and Hinchliffe, J.R., Do feathered
dinosaurs exist? Testing the hypothesis on neontological and
paleontological evidence, Journal of Morphology 266(2):125-166, 10

October 2005



Lingham-Soliar, T., Alan Feduccia, A. and Wang, X., A new Chinese
specimen indicates that ‘protofeathers’ in the Early Cretaceous
theropod dinosaur Sinosauropteryx are degraded collagen fibres,

Proceedings of the Royal Society B doi:10.1098/rspb.2007.0352.
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Hoatzin

Baby hoatzins
have claws on
their “hands.”
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Opisthocomus hoazin

(Mdlier, 1776)

Range of the Hoatzin
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3b/Opisthocomus_hoazin.jpg
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“Strahl adds that some
ornithologists call the hoatzin
‘primitive’ because of its
archaeopteryx-like claws; but he
prefers to think of it as ‘highly

specialized.” Swans, ibis and
many other birds, he notes, have
wing claws; they just never make
use of them.”

“What's a Hoatzin?" Scienlific American, vo). 261 (December
1989), p. 30
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While it’s often stated or implied that this is a primitive feature that
links the Hoatzin with Archaeoptferyx and other Mesozoic theropods,
the truth is that hand claws are actually widespread in modern birds

and not at all unusual.

Hoatzins are no longer exclusively South American and once crossed

an ocean By Darren Naish on October 5, 2011
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