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Buffetaut, E.; Angst, D. (November 2014). "Stratigraphic distribution
of large flightless birds in the Palaeogene of Europe and its
palaeobiological and palaeogeographical implications". Earth—Science

Reviews. 138: 394-408. doi:10.1016/j.earscirev.2014.07.001.
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The first specimen to be described was part of a chimeric specimen
— a patchwork of different feathered dinosaur species (Microraptor
itself, Yanornis and an as-of-yet undescribed third species)
assembled from multiple specimens in China and smuggled to the

USA for sale.

Xu, X., Zhou, Z., and Wang, X. (2000). 'The smallest known non-

avian theropod dinosaur." Nature, 408 (December): 705-708.
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Birds are the descendants
of dinosaurs
Although dinosaurs are extinct, descen:
dants of small, insect-cating dinosaurs
are still wnh us l()(ldy Ihosc descen:
dents ar wetatlich evolved
l.)() million years ago. Bird Teath:
ers evolved from the same scales tha
protected the dinosaurs so well
walhers are one of the feature al
enable als, birds

Holt Biology 1994 p. 214
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“At the morphological level feathers are traditionally considered
homologous with reptilian scales. However, in development,
morphogenesis, gene structure, protein shape and sequence, and
filament formation and structure, feathers are different. Clearly,
feathers provide a unique and outstanding example of an evolutionary

novelty.”

Brush, A. H., “On the Origin of Feathers,” Journal of Evolutionary

Biology, vol. 9 (1996), p. 140
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The feather vane is made up of hundreds of barbs, each bearing
hundreds of barbules interlocked with tiny hinged hooklets. This
incredibly complex structure bears not the slightest resemblance to

the relatively simple reptilian scale.
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barbule hooks

37-5 The structure of a quill feather.
The enlargement shows a portion of
the rachis and vane as seen with a
microscope.
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“Differences between birds and reptiles: wings, body—-coverings,

bones, metabolism, respiratory system, heart, etc.”

HOLT BIOLOGY - Holt, Rinehart and Winston - 2006, Pg. 784
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