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Who had been carried away from Jerusalem,.... Which, according to
some (f) is to be connected, not with Mordecai, but with Kish, his great-

grandfather;
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& dab

that Kish, Mordecai’s great-grandfather, was the one who was carried

away in the 597 deportation.

ETITIEN

But their mistake is quite apparent. They claim that Mordecai belonged to
the captives carried away by Nebuchadnezzar. Then they say, that being
the case Mordecai must have been over 130 years old and Esther at least
70 years. But does it say that Mordecai was carried away at the time of
King Jechoniah? It was not Mordecai who was carried away but his great-
grandfather Kish. "The clear and instructive intentions of the historian in this
genealogical passage are evident. He points out, through the enumeration
of the four generations from Kish to Mordecai, the time which elapsed since
the banishment of Jechoniah, which took place before the destruction of
the temple. The period of about 120 or more years which since then
elapsed to the sixth year of Xerxes are exactly expressed by the four

generations. We have also some intimation concerning the period of the



narrative, which is assigned to the reign of Xerxes |. That Kish was a

Benjamite

ot

it was one of the listed ancestors who had been taken captive in 597 rather

than Mordecai himself.

doula

refer to Cis, the great—-grandfather of Mardochai, if we postpone this history

till the latter end of the Persian monarchy. (Du Hamel)

s

On this account Clericus, Baumgarten, and others refer the relative qyx to
the last name, Kish, and understand that he was carried away with
Jeconiah, while his great—grandson Mordochai was born in captivity. In this
case Kish and Shimei must be regarded as the great—grandfather and

grandfather of Mordochai. We grant the possibility of this view;



nevertheless it is more in accordance with the Hebrew narrative style to

refer 7YX to the chief person of the sentence preceding it,

O g
The subject might be Mordecai's ancestor Kish, understood to be a
different person than the father of Saul. It is also possible that the original
phrasing merely means that Mordecai and his family were among those
descended from the captives who were taken to Babylon in the days of
Nebuchadnezzar. In this case, the person who was brought to Babylon is

not specifically mentioned; only the more well-known ancestors are noted.
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