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“The assertion that the ancient Egyptians knew of the camel is

unfounded” (1899, 1:634)
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The Bible first mentions the camel in Gen. 12:16, where the presents
are listed which the pharaoh gave to Abram. This is generally
reckoned to be a later scribe’s addition, for it seems unlikely that

there were any camels in Egypt then (1970, p. 66, emp. added).
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We now know through archaeological research that camels were not
domesticated as beasts of burden earlier than the late second
millennium and were not widely used in that capacity in the ancient

Near East until well after 1000 BCE (2001, p. 37, emp. added).
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Camel bones suggest error in
Bible, archaeologists say

FoxiNews.com
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Archasologiste £3y they've pinpointed the domestication of camels In the Miadle East — and ihe eciance direclly contradicts dates in the

Bible. (FoxNews.com / Jeremy A. Kapian)

Archaeologists from Israel’s top university have used radiocarbon dating to pinpoeint the arrival
of domestic camels in the Middle East - and they say the science directly contradicts the
Bible's version of events.

Camels are mentioned as pack animals in the biblical stories of Abraham, Joseph and Jacob.
Old Testament stories that histornians peg to between 2000 and 1500 BC. But Erez Ben-Yosef
and Lidar Sapir-Hen of Tel Aviv University's Depariment of Archaeology and Near Eastern
Cultures say camels weren't domesticated in Israel until centuries later, more like 900
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The Bible Andrew Brown'sblog
The Old Testament's made-up

camels are a problem for Zionism
Andrew Brown

The earliest camel bones have been dated at 1,500 years after Genesis - which undermines
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“Clearly, scholars who have denied the presence of domesticated
camels in the 2" millennium B.C. have been committing the fallacy of
arguing from silence. This approach should not be allowed to cast
doubt upon the veracity of any historical document, let alone
Scripture” (2000).
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Clayton, Peter A. (2001), Chronicle of the Pharaohs (London: Thames
& Hudson), pp.14-68
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Terra cotta tablet

Free, Joseph P. (1944), “Abraham’s Camels,” Journal of Near

Eastern Studies, 3:187-193, July, pp. 189-190
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Kitchen, K.A. (1980), The lllustrated Bible Dictionary, ed. J.D.

Douglas (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale) 1:228



Limestone camel vessel from ca. 3000 BC

Photo by A.D. Riddle; artifact on display in Berlin Egyptian Museum
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Free, Joseph P. (1944), “Abraham’s Camels,” Journal of Near

Eastern Studies, 3:187-193, July, pp. 189-190
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Kitchen, K.A. (1966), Ancient Orient and Old Testament (Chicago, IL:

InterVarsity Press). p. 79
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Martin Heide. “The Domestication of the Camel: Biological,
Archaeological and Inscriptional Evidence from Mesopotamia, Egypt,
Israel and Arabia, and Literary Evidence from the Hebrew Bible” in

Ugarit-Forschungen 42 [2010]: 356-357).
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http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2014/february—web-only/latest-

challenge-bible—-accuracy—-abraham-anachronistic-camel.html
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Martin Heide. “The Domestication of the Camel: Biological,
Archaeological and Inscriptional Evidence from Mesopotamia, Egypt,
Israel and Arabia, and Literary Evidence from the Hebrew Bible” in

Ugarit-Forschungen 42 [2010]: 331-384).
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It is interesting to note how, once an idea gets into the literature, it
can become entrenched in conventional scholarly thinking. |
remember doing research on the ancient site of Hama in Syria. As |
was reading through the excavation reports (published in French), |
came across a reference to a figurine from the 2nd millennium which

the excavator thought must be a horse, but the strange hump in the



middle of its back made one think of a camel. | looked at the
photograph and the figurine was obviously that of a camel! The
scholar was so influenced by the idea that camels were not used until
the 1st millennium, that when he found a figurine of one in the
second millennium, he felt compelled to call it a horse! This is a

classic example of circular reasoning

Younker, Randall W. (2000), “The Bible and Archaeology,” The
Symposium on the Bible and Adventist Scholarship [On-line], URL:
http://www.aiias.edufict/vol_26B/26Bcc_457-477.htm.
|92 yd) adg a (3 LSl Al B Jleal) aladin g a5 4aY Uadl QS o) lpad) (g
oulifin) e Jala loann Lasisg o (5 AsY) LAY Aoy i caalind o5 a1 Jlaad) @)

el )3y addiudi ol Jlaad) o) il alal) o) Ao sly A0 Glgas 431 eled) Jslslay Jlaal

Lfla A1y g Ludajp o oLy A0Y)

Ladla i) daallg



