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The Roman Ritual declares that a child is not to be baptized while still

enclosed (clausus) in its mother's womb,
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Catholic Encyclopedia : baptism
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When, however, this seems possible, even with the aid of an
instrument, Benedict XIV [2] declares that midwives should be

instructed to confer conditional baptism.
Syn. Diaec., vii, 5
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but it must be conditionally repeated in case the child survives its

birth
Lehmkuhl, n, 61
Y ale caudU gpial) oIS sl
Sl iall b 0 ogall O (b sl il 53 s ¥ (5
alie & (uin S8y Jga (8 (AL Julaliy Ay i sa clSial) Al La culd LS Jagly

o dpagaral) olaa Ao Ball A Y) 99 ) A Gl LI



e (e 13g1 1Al cpial) Bla o (Gguall) §ighall B Y) ALY oda iy ¥ 138 oSl

Jadd el day ddgarall o J985 A IS Al
Can a baby in the womb be baptized?

If we believe that life starts at conception, why do we wait for birth
before baptizing children? Could one use amniotic fluid to baptize a
baby who was in danger of miscarriage, followed by a traditional

conditional baptism after birth?
Answer

Baptism is a physical act that bestows supernatural grace; someone
cannot baptize by mere intention alone. That means that the minister
of baptism must be able to sprinkle or pour water on the baby, or
immerse the baby in water, which cannot be done with amniotic fluid
(even if we suppose that amniotic fluid is valid matter for the

baptism).

The search to stretch the means by which baptism can validly be
bestowed was more understandable in a time when the common

opinion of theologians was that unborn babies could not go to heaven



without baptism. Now that it is better understood that God is not
bound by the sacraments and that he can bestow sanctifying grace
outside of the sacraments to those who are innocently incapable of
receiving it in any other way, there is no need to try to stretch how
baptism may be validly conferred. All that is necessary is that parents
do all that they can to have their children baptized within the first few

weeks after birth (cf. CIC 867 §1; CCC 1261).

http://www.catholic.com/quickquestions/can—-a-baby-in-the-womb-—

be-baptized
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