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Who is a Jew?



A Jew is any person whose mother was a Jew or any person who has

gone through the formal process of conversion to Judaism.
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a person born to a Jewish mother who is an atheist and never
practices the Jewish religion is still a Jew, even in the eyes of the

ultra—Orthodox.
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First, traditional Judaism maintains that a person is a Jew if his

mother is a Jew, regardless of who his father is.
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Several people have written to me asking about King David: was he a
Jew, given that one of his female ancestors, Ruth, was not a Jew?
This conclusion is based on two faulty premises: first of all, Ruth was
a Jew, and even if she wasn't, that would not affect David's status as
a Jew. Ruth converted to Judaism before marrying Boaz and bearing
Obed. See Ruth 1:16, where Ruth states her intention to convert.
After Ruth converted, she was a Jew, and all of her children born
after the conversion were Jewish as well. But even if Ruth were not
Jewish at the time Obed was born, that would not affect King David's
status as a Jew, because Ruth is an ancestor of David's father, not of
David's mother, and David's Jewish status is determined by his

mother.
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