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A. Boghazkoy Tablets
The Old Testament refers to two different groups of people as Hittites.
There is the group that settled in Palestine before Abraham's arrival,
descendants of Canaan through Heth, and there is the group whose
kingdom centered in modern Turkey and extended into Syria. The first
group is mentioned in connection with Abraham, beginning in Genesis 15,
and the second group is referred to in Josh. 1:4 and later texts.
| mention the Boghazkoy Tablets because just over a century ago some
scholars were suggesting the Hittites were a fictional creation of the biblical
writers. They jumped to that conclusion because there was no extrabiblical
evidence of the Hittites' existence. But in the early twentieth century,
thousands of written tablets were discovered by Hugo
Winckler at Boghazkoy (ancient Hattusa), Turkey, about 130 miles east of

Ankara. The language was deciphered in 1915 by Bedrich Hrozny which



revealed that the tablets were the royal archives of Hittite kings from the
fourteenth and thirteenth centuries B.C.

Though this is later than Abraham and these Hittites probably are not the
Hittites mentioned in connection with Abraham, the fact some Hittites are
mentioned in connection with him made me choose this as the place to
bring to your attention this classic failure of modern skepticism. It is not the

only one.
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B. Abraham’'s Family Tomb

The cave/field of Machpelah is the burial place of at least Abraham, Sarah,
Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, and Leah (Genesis 23, 25:8-10, 49:29-33,
50:12-13). (Rachel was not buried there because of her sudden death
during childbirth near Bethlehem — Gen. 35:19.) This tomb is fairly
certainly located in Hebron at the site of the Muslim mosque known as
Haram el-Khalil.

In the first century B.C., Herod the Great built an enclosure wall around the
area and erected monuments in honor of the patriarchal figures. A church
was built on the site in the fifth or sixth century A.D., which was later
converted into a mosque, converted back to a church, and then converted
back into a mosque.

The underground chambers where the patriarchal figures would have been
entombed have received little investigation. The first recorded exploration of

the cave was done by Augustinian monks in A.D. 1119. In 1967, after the



Six—-Day War, Moshe Dayan lowered a twelve-year—old girl with a flashlight
into the underground chamber, and she described an arrangement similar

to that recorded by the monks.
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