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Fig. 2. Completed virtual unwrapping for the En-Gedi scroll.



@bl Gualdd) AN ) & (5 alil) ¢ BN (e Adalall o8 (B ardiul Gal Jiad Ay

Lag ubead) (R iy gailall i W a (5 (oa cipad cillaghiia o L asi Ll Wil

S5 O ales () Jlal) Sy 0an
Science Advances u.idy (uilu b i LSy

Dating the En—Gedi scroll to the third or fourth century CE falls near
the end of the period of the biblical Dead Sea Scrolls (third century
BCE to second century CE) and several centuries before the medieval
biblical fragments found in the Cairo Genizah, which date from the
ninth century CE onward. Hence, the En—Gedi scroll provides an
important extension to the evidence of the Dead Sea Scrolls and
offers a glimpse into the earliest stages of almost 800 years of near

silence in the history of the biblical text.
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"100 percent identical with the medieval texts, both in its consonants
and in its paragraph divisions.” He added, 'The same central stream of
Judaism that used this Levitical scroll in one of the early centuries of

our era was to continue using it until the late Middle Ages when



printing was invented... the scroll brings the good news that the

ancient source of the medieval text did not change for 2,000 years."
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'teaches us that the [biblical] text that we have that is used today as
the traditional text is a very ancient text in all of its details." He
cautioned that of course only the consonants are the same, and we
have yet to read the rest of the En—-Gedi scrolls. Still, this scroll
provides strong evidence that today's Tanakh "already existed in a

standardized form in the first century C.E.'
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