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Fossil bird shakes evolutionary hypotheses



Beardsley, T. 1986. Fossil bird shakes evolutionary hypotheses.
Nature. 322 (6081): 677.
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Fossie remains claimed to be of two crow- |
sized birds 75 million years older than
Archaeopteryx have been found in the 225-
million-vear old Dockum Formation near
Post, Texas. Sankar Chatterjee, a palacon-
tologist at Texas Tech University, who
found the fossils, says they have advanced
avian features that place them closer to the |
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The fossil bones and an arust's reconstruction showing the recovered fossils (dark bones)
of the putative Protoavis “bird”.

© 1086 Nature Publishing Group
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“Perhaps the final argument against Archaeopteryx as a transitional
form has come from a rock quarry in Texas. Here scientists from
Texas Tech University found bird bones encased in rock layers farther

down the geologic column than Archaeopteryx fossils.”

Richard Bliss, Origins: Creation or Evolution? (1988), p. 46 [also see

Nature 322, August 21, 1986, Science 253, July 5, 1991].
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Crantal Anatomy of Relattonships of a

New Tnassic Burd from Jexas

Sanhow C hattenee. Malosyfecal Tramacthiom of |w
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Cranial Anatomy of Relationships of a New Triassic Bird

from Texas
Sankar Chatterjee, Philosophical Transactions of The Royal
Societv B Juna 29 199 DOI 10 1098/rsth 1991 DOSA
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Xu, X. et al. 2011. An Archaeopteryx—like theropod from China and

the origin of Avialae. Nature. 475 (7357): 465-470.
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A fossil of the theropod dinosaur Sinocalliopteryx gigas found in

Liaoning, China, was sufficiently well preserved that researchers were

able to make out its intact belly contents.



Xing, L., Bell, P., Persons, W., Ji, S., Miyashita, T., ef a/., Abdominal
Contents from Two Large Early Cretaceous Compsognathids
(Dinosauria: Theropoda) Demonstrate Feeding on Confuciusornithids
and Dromaeosaurids, PLoS ONE 7(8): e44012.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0044012, 29 August 2012,
plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371 [journal.pone.0044012?imageURI

=info:doi/10.1371 /journal.pone.0044012.t001.
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Dinosaur ‘ate low-flying birds’, Press Association,
uk.news.yahoo.com/dinosaur—ate-slow-flying—birds-

210445387.html, 29 August 2012.
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Thornhill, T., First proof of bird—eating dinosaur has scientists in a
flap, www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2064952 /Microraptor-
First—proof-bird—eating—dinosaur—scientists—flap.html, 23 November

2011.

O’Connor, J., Zhou, Z. and Xu, X., Additional specimen of
Microraptor provides unique evidence of dinosaurs preying on birds,

PNAS, pnas.org/content/early/2011/11/17/1117727108.full.pdf+html,

21 November 2011.
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Cretaceous duck ruffles feathers, BBC news, www.bbc.co.uk, 20

January 2005.

http://www.digimorph.org/specimens
Vegavis 1aavnaturc03 150.pdt

Cretaccous Duck?
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“Fossil remains of a bird which lived between
142 and 137 million years ago were recently
found in the Liaoning province of northeastern
China. The discovery, made by a fossil-hunting
farmer and announced by a Chinese/American
team of scientists, including Alan Feduccia
(University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill) and
Larry D. Martin (University of Kansas), provide
the oldest evidence of a beaked bird on Earth
yet found. ... The Chinese bird, claim its
discoverers, probably lived at the Jurassic-
Cretaceous boundary—prior to the arrival of
Deinonychus and Mononykus—and could not

possibly be descended from them.
“Terrasle WeAChVeoges Orign Theoths,” Qeedlner, vel 41 (Jiawasy 1500).p. 7
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Pecking at history

130 million year old crow sized bird. Dubbed “Confuciusornis” New
Mexico Museum of Natural History in Albuquerque. New Times Herald

- June 17, 1999 p. A-14

$aiu G gula 65 am jeki Euaal) yilkally caus



Gn Wgant Al (o puSignS)l lad A e clih B ) gad cilipia 33 Lady

oligs (1 il ddacilgy (igas) olS Jiua din gall (14 aghiscad
A i g dias ) galal bt dhuygall clida A |ga)) glS 8 aagd
Science 199, January 20, 1978

Ara (i Opdeal) Cadhas ol V) (e gkl (g sRall Al gkl O g

13 (ha ath) lguans do JEN gad) b Ak AU W Y

il pualipal] ¢l sy A0 gulaly ol pualill Gha iy oS palal) () 196 s ageal
2933 g AN ARdal) (ki & dasl) jgalal) aai )y didal) (i 8 Laa adaaly

Ty gualivall

1383 Liauly s [gileg laa gana jgalally oy galidll o)) Ao guialy ale s 138 (il
€52ag dyigeyy dlisks (B ahaai Nigly (HUSH skl A9 Basly ABas duile AS (A las
L5 Al CRalial) B Wgeashs ¥ 13laly SAall Wgaiyt Al agaalie B 138 S Y 13Lald

¢, ohal

Oty Shpalaly) skl aginde (o |skblay <) Jabcadll 13n JS Sontan b ap Jilal

Olighlly 3lally S aseall oo gl dualall ) jaiodiu



Ladla i) daallg



