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Thayer Definition:



1) great
1a) of the external form or sensible appearance of things (or of persons)
lal) in particular, of space and its dimensions, as respects
lala) mass and weight: great
lalb) compass and extent: large, spacious
lalc) measure and height: long
lald) stature and age: great, old

1b) of number and quantity: numerous, large, abundant
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mégas, fem. megale, neut. méga, adj. Great, large, particularly of
physical magnitude.

(1) Of men or creatures, great in size, stature (Joh_21:11, fish; Rev_12:3,
dragon); of persons, meaning full-grown (Heb_11:24); see Act 8:10;

Act 26:22; Heb 8:11; Rev _11:18; Sept.: Gen 19:11; Eze 17:3;

Eze 29:3.
(1) Of things, meaning great:

(A) In size, extent (Mat_27:60, stone; Mar_13:2; Luk_16:26, chasm, gulf;

Luk 22:12; Act 10:11; 1Co 16:9, door; Rev_8:10; Rev_11:8; Rev 14:19;

Rev_18:21); tall, large (Mar_4:32; Luk _13:19, tree); long (Rev_6:4, sword;

Rev 9:14, broad, large river; Rev 20:1, chain).
(B) Of number or amount (Mar_5:11, herd; Heb_10:35); metaphorically

(Act_4:33, grace; Sept.: 1Ki_8:65; 2Ch_7:8).
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and greater works than these shall he do; meaning, not greater in nature
and kind, but more in number; for the apostles, in a long series of time,
and course of years, went about preaching the Gospel, not in Judea only,
but in all the world; "God also bearing them witness with signs and

wonders,

s

Perhaps the greater works refer to the immense multitudes that were

brought to God by the ministry of the apostles.
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The most probable meaning of the passage is the following: The word
“greater” cannot refer to the miracles themselves, for the works of the
apostles did not exceed those of Jesus in power. No higher exertion of
power was put forth, or could be, than raising the dead. But, though not
greater in themselves considered, yet they were greater in their effects.
They made a deeper impression on mankind. They were attended with
more extensive results. They were the means of the conversion of more
sinners. The works of Jesus were confined to Judea. They were seen by
few. The works of the apostles were withessed by many nations, and the
effect of their miracles and preaching was that thousands from among the
Jews and Gentiles were converted to the Christian faith. The word “greater”
here is used, therefore, not to denote the absolute exertion of power, but
the effect which the miracles would have on mankind. The word “works”
here probably denotes not merely miracles, but all things that the apostles
did that made an impression on mankind, including their travels, their

labors, their doctrine, etc.
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