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Genesis 3:22



And the Lord God said,.... The Word of the Lord God, as the Jerusalem
Targum; not to the ministering angels, as the Targum of Jonathan but
within himself, or to the other two divine Persons:

behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil;
which is generally understood as an irony or sarcasm at man's deception
by Satan, who promised man, and he expected to be as gods, knowing
good and evil; behold the man, see how much like a god he looks, with his
coat of skin upon his back, filled with shame and confusion for his folly,
and dejected under a sense of what he had lost, and in a view of what he
was sentenced to; yet must be understood not as rejoicing in man's misery,
and insulting over him in it, but in order the more to convince him of his
folly, and the more to humble him, and bring him to a more open

repentance for affecting what he did,

Y

Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil — See
what he has got, what advantages, by eating forbidden fruit! This is said to

humble them, and to bring them to a sense of their sin and folly, that



seeing themselves thus wretchedly deceived by following the devil's
counsel, they might henceforth pursue the happiness God offers, in the

way he prescribes.
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hdyah

haw-yaw'

A primitive root (compare H1933); to exist, that is, be or become, come to
pass (always emphatic, and not a mere copula or auxiliary): — beacon, X
altogether, be (—come, accomplished, committed, like), break, cause, come
(to pass), continue, do, faint, fall, + follow, happen, X have, last, pertain,

quit (one-) self, require, X use.
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Behold, the man is become as one of us — On all hands this text is
allowed to be difficult, and the difficulty is increased by our translation,
which is opposed to the original Hebrew and the most authentic versions.

The Hebrew has 1571 hayah, which is the third person preterite tense, and

signifies was, not is. The Samaritan text, the Samaritan version, the Syriac,


http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=1&chapter=1&vmin=28&vmax=28

and the Septuagint, have the same tense. These lead us to a very different
sense, and indicate that there is an ellipsis of some words which must be
supplied in order to make the sense complete. A very learned man has
ventured the following paraphrase, which should not be lightly regarded:
“And the Lord God said, The man who was like one of us in purity and
wisdom, is now fallen and robbed of his excellence; he has added ny75
ladaath, to the knowledge of the good, by his transgression the knowledge
of the evil; and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of
life, and eat and live for ever in this miserable state, | will remove him, and
guard the place lest he should re—enter. Therefore the Lord God sent him
forth from the garden of Eden,” etc. This seems to be the most natural

sense of the place.
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