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A. Shishak Inscription

In 1825 an inscription dating from 92( B.C. was found at the temple
of Amon in Thebes (modern Luxor), Egypt which confirms this raid by
Shishak. Shishak is said in the inscription to have destroyed many

cities in Judah (and Israel) but Jerusalem is not among them.
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OROT, pp. 10, 31-32, 502 note 1; many references to him
in Third, indexed on p. 520; Kenneth A. Kitchen, review
of /IBP, SEE-J Hiphil2 (2005),
bottom of p. 3, which is briefly mentioned in “Sixteen,” p. 43 n.
22. (Note: The name of this pharaoh can be spelled Sheshonq or

Shoshenq.)

-



Sheshonq is also referred to in a fragment of his victory stele discovered at
Megiddo containing his cartouche. See
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Robert S. Lamon and Geoffrey M. Shipton, Megiddo I: Seasons of
1925-34, Strata I-V. (Oriental Institute Publications no. 42; Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1939), pp. 60—61, fig. 70; Graham 1.
Davies, Megiddo (Cities of the Biblical World; Cambridge: Lutterworth
Press, 1986), pp. 89 fig. 18, 90; OROT, p. 508 n. 68; /BP, p. 137 n.
119. (Note: The name of this pharaoh can be spelled Sheshonq or

Shoshenq.)

Egyptian pharaohs had several names, including a throne name. It is
known that the throne name of Sheshonq I, when translated into English,
means, “Bright is the manifestation of Re, chosen of Amun/Re.” Sheshonq
I’s inscription on the wall of the Temple of Amun at Karnak in Thebes
(mentioned above) celebrates the victories of his military campaign in the
Levant, thus presenting the possibility of his presence in that region. A

small Egyptian scarab containing his exact throne name, discovered as a



surface find at Khirbat Hamra Ifdan, now documents his presence at or
near that location. This site is located along the Wadi Fidan, in the region

of Faynan in southern Jordan.
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As for the time period, disruption of copper production at Khirbet en—
Nahas, also in the southern Levant, can be attributed to Sheshonq’s army,
as determined by stratigraphy, high—precision radiocarbon dating, and an
assemblage of Egyptian amulets dating to Sheshong’s time. His army
seems to have intentionally disrupted copper production, as is evident both
at Khirbet en—Nahas and also at Khirbat Hamra Ifdan, where the scarab

was discovered.
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As for the singularity of this name in this remote locale, it would have been
notable to find any Egyptian scarab there, much less one containing the
throne name of this conquering Pharaoh; this unique discovery admits no

confusion with another person.
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Thomas E. Levy, Stefan Miunger, and Mohammad Najjar, “A Newly
Discovered Scarab of Sheshonq I: Recent Iron Age Explorations in

Southern Jordan. Antiquity Project Gallery,” Antiquity (2014);
http://journal.antiquity.ac.uk/projgall/levy341
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