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40. Esarhaddon, king, r. 680-669, 2 Kings 19:37, etc., in his many
inscriptions. See Raging Torrent, pp. 130-147; COS, vol. 2, p. 306; ABC,
pp. 217-219. Esarhaddon’s name appears in many cuneiform inscriptions
(ANET, pp. 272-274, 288-290, 292-294, 296, 297, 301-303, 426-428,
449, 450, 531, 533-541, 605, 606), including his Succession Treaty
(ANEHST, p. 355).
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Raging Torrent, pp. 130-147;
COS, vol. 2, p. 306;

ABC, pp. 217-219.
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Esarhaddon reports with unusual candor [in Nineveh A] that he was
not the oldest son of his father and predecessor Sennacherib.
Esarhaddon had a number of elder brothers. Nonetheless, at some
point Sennacherib decided to make Esarhaddon his heir apparent.
Liver divination undertaken in the name of the sun—-god Samas and
the weather god Adad confirms the appointment. And both the people
of Assyria and Esarhaddon’s brothers swear loyalty to the new crown

prince.

The brothers, however, are not happy with this course of events.
Jealous and full of resentment, they conspire against Sennacherib’s
new succession designation. Sennacherib is affected by their
machinations and finally distances himself from his newly minted
heir. Secretly, however, Sennacherib continues to wish that
Esarhaddon will become king after him. In the meantime, Esarhaddon
leaves the capital Nineveh and takes refuge in an unspecified safe
location somewhere in the West. Soon after, the brothers “go mad”

and commit “deeds that are deeply offensive to the gods and



mankind”—a thinly veiled allusion to the fact that, as other sources
indicate, they murdered Sennacherib ... But the brothers are not to
reap any rewards from their actions. Esarhaddon returns to Assyria
with a small army, chases the regicides away and, encouraged by

prophetic oracles, ascends the Assyrian throne.

Plaque of King Esarhaddon and the Queen Mother Nakija
Assyrian Empire, reign of Esarhaddon (681-669 BC)

Musée du Louvre.



Stone prism of Esarhaddon. Neo—Assyrian, 680-669 BC

From Mesopotamia. British Museum.
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“l commanded the kings from the region of Hatti as well as the areas
on the other side of the Euphrates, including Ba‘lu, king of Tyre,

Manasseh, king of Judah . . . ;
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