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Plate 1. Two Photographs Showing the Inscription on the Bir-Hadad Stele.
(Courtesy of Jean Starckey)
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TRANSLITERATION

(Albright 1942:23-29)
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TEXT

TRANSLATION
(Adapted from Black

1958:239)

The monument which
Bar—-Hadad, son of Tab-

Rimmon,

son of Hadyan, king of

Aram, set up for


http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/westsem/melqart.html#A
http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/westsem/melqart.html#B
http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/westsem/melqart.html#Bar
http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/westsem/melqart.html#Tab
http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/westsem/melqart.html#Tab
http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/westsem/melqart.html#Ar

3 his lord, Melgart. He

mik 'rm . Imr'h Imiqgr vowed (this) to him,

4 | and he listened to his

t.zy nzr . lh wsm'. Iql voice.

Cross, Frank Moore. 'The Stele Dedicated to Melcarth by Ben—Hadad."
Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 205 (1972) 36-

42.

Reinhold, Gotthard G. G. 'The Bir—-Hadad Stele and the Biblical Kings

of Aram.' Andrews University Seminary Studies 24 (1986) 115-26.
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http://www.auss.info/auss_publication_file.php?pub_id=727&journal=1&type=pdf
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http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=11&chapter=22&vmin=3&vmax=3
http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=11&chapter=22&vmin=31&vmax=31
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7. Hadadezer, king, r. early 9th century to 844/842, 1 Kings 22:3,
etc., in Assyrian inscriptions of Shalmaneser Ill and also, | am convinced,
in the Melqart stele. The Hebrew Bible does not name him, referring to him
only as “the King of Aram” in 1 Kings 22:3, 31; 2 Kings chapter 5, 6:8-23.
We find out this king’s full name in some contemporaneous inscriptions of
Shalmaneser lll, king of Assyria (r. 858-824), such as the Black Obelisk
(Raging Torrent, pp. 22-24). At Kurkh, a monolith by Shalmaneser ll|
states that at the battle of Qargar (853 B.C.E.), he defeated “Adad—idri
[the Assyrian way of saying Hadadezer] the Damascene,” along with “Ahab
the Israelite” and other kings (Raging Torrent, p. 14; RIMA 3, p. 23,
A.0.102.2, col. ii, lines 89b-92). “Hadadezer the Damascene” is also
mentioned in an engraving on a statue of Shalmaneser Ill at AsSur (RIMA
3, p- 118, A.0.102.40, col. i, line 14). The same statue engraving later
mentions both Hadadezer and Hazael together (RlMA 3, p. 118, col. i,
lines 25-26) in a topical arrangement of worst enemies defeated that is not
necessarily chronological.

On the long—disputed readings of the Melqart stele, which was discovered


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note12
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note12

in Syria in 1939, see “Corrections,” pp. 69—85, which follows the closely
allied readings of Frank Moore Cross and Gotthard G. G. Reinhold. Those
readings, later included in “Sixteen,” pp. 47-48, correct the earlier absence
of this Hadadezer in /BP (notably on p. 237, where he is not to be
confused with the tenth—century Hadadezer, son of Rehob and king of
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8. Ben—hadad, son of Hadadezer, r. or served as co-regent 844/842,

2 Kings 6:24, etc., in the Melqart stele, following the readings of Frank

Moore Cross and Gotthard G. G. Reinhold and Cross’s 2003 criticisms of


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note13
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note13

a different reading that now appears in COS, vol. 2, pp. 152-153
(“Corrections,” pp. 69-85). Several kings of Damascus bore the name
Bar-hadad (in their native Aramaic, which is translated as Ben—hadad in
the Hebrew Bible), which suggests adoption as “son” by the patron deity
Hadad. This designation might indicate that he was the crown prince
and/or co-regent with his father Hadadezer. It seems likely that Bar—
hadad/Ben—hadad was his father’s immediate successor as king, as seems
to be implied by the military policy reversal between 2 Kings 6:3-23 and
6:24. It was this Ben—Hadad, the son of Hadadezer, whom Hazael
assassinated in 2 Kings 8:7-15 (quoted in Raging Torrent, p. 25). The
mistaken disqualification of this biblical identification in the Melgart stele
in /BP, p. 237, is revised to a strong identification in that stele in
“Corrections,” pp. 69-85; “Sixteen,” p. 47.
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“Corrections,” pp. 69-85



LSl Ly B 2 o aagE el AR B sag a3 b add [slen (3iad (e dlsla B2e

9\ zoiall L) oS Ad) gridagy 2B Jueadl) 138 L0 AIDU ClS A o3 Ad) Ry o)
LaS cllag Al 4813 1S a3 o 2 b o) W el . jJe o 4 aa aSal) 8 djidia
A ) Al 2 4d) .24 169233 :6 Agla 2 A Seamd) Alaal) COIL gkl oy

15-7 :8 dgla2 & Juija Al o oY) e
quoted in Raging Torrent, p. 25
b Colilia dagll AUl aadl) B adal a5 oA Uadl)
IBP, p. 237
o dagll) s b 8 25l B Al o1 o

Corrections,” pp. 69-85; “Sixteen,” p. 47.
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Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser lll

Black Obelisk of Shalmanesefilrll in the British

Museum, the White Obelisk of Ashumasirpal | just
behind

Jallpes) la piad cp 9AL and Lialy 8 398 and g

O Al Al L JSg (uaall S A8y a5 4 590 A ) culLasyly JUY) ale Salalish

-

dBay cjaay) o) (S Guallall QLSY o) 38519 s landy cilaglaa



Ladfa 4 aaalls



